
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title:  Pentecost  

Readings: Psalm 104:26-36; Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8: 22-27; John 15:26-27  

Collect: 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father 

Ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

and revive your Church with the breath of love 

and renew the face of the earth 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Today is Pentecost when we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the first disciples.  

Collect: 

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father 

Ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 

and revive your Church with the breath of love 

and renew the face of the earth 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

We live in a society today when data shapes our decisions, whether it is the data around 

coronavirus infection rates or the data that assesses how well our children are learning in 

school. Luke, the author of the book of Acts gives us two pieces of data that tell us 

something about the impact of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the first disciples. In 

chapter 1 (Acts 1:15) we read that “Peter stood up among the believers” and Luke adds a 

piece of data “about one hundred and twenty people”.  At the end of chapter 2 following 

the events of that first Pentecost and Peter’s address to the crowd, Luke says (Acts 2:41) 

“and that day about three thousand persons were added”.  Amazing!  this gives us a glimpse 

of the impact of the work of the spirit in mission and in evangelism.  

So let us just consider a few things that we learn from todays bible readings. about the Holy 

Spirit.  

First of all, the person of the Holy Spirit is gift, a gift of outrageous extravagant love. It is 

hard to grasp the enormity of this gift of love. William Rees wrote of this love in one of his 

hymns that came to be associated with the Welsh revival “Here is love, vast as the ocean…” 

and in the second verse of the hymn he links the cross with this love. “On the mount of 

crucifixion, fountains opened deep and wide”. This overwhelming, life transforming love is a 

gift is of Gods very self.  A gift from God the Father, promised by Jesus the Son, to his 

followers. Johns’ gospel records Jesus saying of the Holy Spirit “whom I will send to you 

from the Father” (John 15:26).  A gift made possible only by Jesus self-giving death on the 

cross. His resurrection made possible by the power of the Holy Spirit. It is because Jesus 

then leaves his followers that fulfilment of the promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit is 

possible.  

So let’s ponder what these verses in John’s gospel tell us about the nature of this gift of the 

Holy Spirit. This gift is sent by Jesus from the Father with work to do.  Jesus is quoted as 
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saying that the Holy Spirit “will testify on my behalf”.  The Holy Spirit is a witness. A witness 

to the truth about Jesus, a witness to all that Jesus has done and accomplished.  

These verses from John’s gospel continue with Jesus saying to his disciples “you also are to 

testify…” (John 16:27) Yes, Jesus followers are called to witness but they are not alone for 

the Holy Spirit is the one who witnesses to the truth about Jesus.     

Who are these who are witnesses? If we look carefully at Acts, we see all of them 

experience the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and all of them are able to speak, telling of 

what God has done. That is all the believers, some 120 people the 11 disciples, the women 

and Jesus’ brothers. The gift and indwelling of the Spirit is for all who respond to God.  

The combined effect of Peter and Jesus followers on that first Pentecost, filled with Gods 

Spirit, witnessing to the truth about Jesus had a huge impact! Yes, some people made fun of 

them, others thought they were drunk. But some 3000 heard something that made them re-

evaluate themselves, the world, their understanding of God and faith; then through baptism 

they identified themselves with the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

All the believers spoke. What is both clear and amazing is that the witness to what God has 

done for us in Jesus is not restricted to those with a clear gift of evangelism or to those who 

are ordained or licensed for ministry. This gift of witness is the work of the Spirit in people’s 

lives, equipping and enabling all of us to tell the story of what God has done and what God is 

doing. 

I don’t know about you but I often dread being given a bible reading to read aloud with a 

long list of names worried about pronunciation. Here in Acts 2 we read a long list, of 

different peoples. But if we pay attention and we look carefully, we see this list of peoples 

encompasses people from across the known world; across Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, Egypt 

and North Africa, Rome and Crete, and as well as the region around Judea; Luke makes clear 

this gathering includes people from different religious background as well naming Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabs. All of them discover that the Spirit enables them to hear the 

message about Gods deeds of power.  

We first encounter the Spirit in the old Testament in the stories of creation as a wind breath 

from God that sweeps over the face of the earth.   God is at the heart of creation and it is 

the activity of the Spirit that brings into being all physical life.  The work of the Spirit at 

Pentecost brings into being a new renewed humanity.  A humanity freed from the guilt and 

shame of sin; a humanity that is part of Gods new creation. A humanity drawn from all 

peoples who are given the empowering indwelling witness of the Spirit and come to know 

themselves as God’s adopted children. As Gods children we are empowered by the Spirit to 

witness to all that God has done and is doing. 
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Earlier I mentioned the Welsh revival of 1904. That revival did not last all that long but the 

fruits of the revival were extensive. Individual personal lives transformed and within ten 

years the impact was felt through mission in many countries across the world. 

So what about us and our response to God this Pentecost. Let us pause and notice where 

God’s Spirit is at work in our own lives, in our church and in our communities, bringing new 

things into being. Let us pay attention to where God is at work and not be distracted by so 

many things. Let us ask God to equip us afresh to be able to tell these stories of the work of 

God that we ourselves have experienced and can witness to so that others too may come to 

know the love of God for themselves. 

 

 


