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Today is the 4th Sunday after Trinity or perhaps, July 5th could be called the 1st Sunday after 

lockdown?! Maybe today you are worshipping with a few people in your church building or 

at home with your household or maybe you are alone with God. 

Wherever you are physically today, it is likely that none of us are in the same emotional 

place that we were in just 3 months ago. We have had to deal with contradictory and 

incomplete advice, we haven’t always been sure who to listen to, perhaps we’ve wondered 

where to find truth and wisdom that is up to the challenges of today’s uncertain and 

complex world. 

How many people can we be with? And where? How many bubbles am I in and with whom? 

How do we greet each other? Should I wear a mask? What is a safe distance? Should I drive 

or take the bus? Why is the advice different in Scotland, Wales and, even, Leicester? 

I know that I’m drained by trying to keep up with the news and guidance that changes by the 

day, if not the hour. Leadership is hard at the best of times and it is important that we pray 

for our political and scientific leaders because their work either makes it easier or harder 

for the rest of us. If you are a church leader, a school leader, a charity leader or a business 

or community leader these past few months have been overwhelming and we still have a 

long way to go before life and work will settle into a new normality. How can we lead well 

in order to help others thrive? 

Our gospel reading today comes from Matthew 11. The context of Jesus day was very 

different from our own, but there was still the challenge of who should we listen to and 

whose advice should be taken. In verse 18, we are told that John the Baptist came neither 

eating or drinking. He was an austere leader and the crowds didn’t like that and so criticised 

him – he has a demon, they said. 

Then Jesus comes eating and drinking. He was a sociable leader but some didn’t like that 

either and so criticised him too – he’s a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 

and sinners, they said. 

It sounds like the twitter-sphere of 1st century Palestine could be as brutal and critical as 

today’s social media.  

Jesus’ response from verse 25 is remarkable.  

First, he doesn’t criticise the crowd or bemoan his own misunderstood position, no, he 

turns to his Father and says ‘thank you’ for your gracious will? Maybe that could be a good 

starting point for all of us too! Can we thank God for being alive at a time like this? 

Second, Jesus makes an extraordinary claim. He says, v27, that everything has been handed 

over to him by the Father and that access to the Father’s knowledge comes only through 

him. Jesus recognises his calling to be the saviour of all. His position was unique, we are not 

given responsibility for everything, we are not anyone else’s messiah, but we are entrusted 

to do something – what is your calling? Your task? Not just in general, but today? Jesus says 
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later in Matthew Chapter 20, v28 that he came not to be served but to serve. Who are we 

called to serve in this season? 

And then thirdly, Jesus gives an invitation. In the midst of all the pressures that life places on 

us, Jesus simply says ‘come to me’ v28. 

If it is all too demanding, if the expectations and responsibilities you are carrying are too 

heavy, come to Jesus and he will give you rest. 

Come to Jesus and let him take from you the burdens you cannot and should not carry. 

Come to Jesus and let him give you something manageable. A purpose and not a problem. 

SO, where and how do we find true wisdom? 

We find it by coming to God himself in humility and thanksgiving. We come to find rest, to 

have our false burdens lifted, to receive afresh our true calling to serve.  

This is not a single event and thank God that Jesus’ invitation to come to him was not just 

once. We are invited come back each and every day, to receive fresh wisdom, to be called 

again into service and to say ‘thank you’. 

Jesus alone is our unending source of truth and wisdom, that has stood the test of time and 

remains certain in our day and for all our tomorrows. 

Thanks be to God 

Amen 


