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PROFILE FOR THE PARISHES OF  
 

Tollesbury, Salcott Virley,  

Tolleshunt D’Arcy, Tolleshunt Major,  

Great Totham, Little Totham and Goldhanger. 
 

 

We are seeking a new Priest-in-Charge for our parishes, who will also be appointed as Team Vicar designate of a 

proposed new team ministry, the Colne and Blackwater Team Ministry.   

 

 

 

An exciting opportunity to re-imagine ministry has arisen in the coastline and countryside parishes 

extending from Great Totham in the west to Fingringhoe in the east.   We will be creating a completely 

new Team Ministry which will combine the island parish of Mersea with a diverse group of active rural 

parishes on the mainland. The new Team Ministry is in Witham Deanery and will comprise fourteen 

parishes.   

 

Upon the conclusion of the appointment process, the stipendiary clergy will consist of a Team Rector 
and two Team Vicars. This is in accordance with our Deanery Plan (for more information about our 

Deanery, see p16). There are several actively retired clergy with PTO in the area together with two 

self-supporting Associate Priests and a locally deployed SSM curate, currently in the second year of his 

curacy. There are several lay ministers including two Licensed Lay Readers.   

 

This is a very pleasant part of the county with lovely countryside and an attractive coastline yet still in 

easy reach of both Colchester and Chelmsford. The new Team Vicar will have the opportunity to be 

involved in the formation of the new Team Ministry.   

 

 

The proposed new Team Ministry will also include the parishes of:  

West Mersea, East Mersea, Peldon, Great and Little Wigborough, Fingringhoe, East 

Donyland, Abberton with Langenhoe.   
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THE PARISHES 
 

ST PETER’S, GOLDHANGER           

Goldhanger is a lively place.  Apart from its walks, there is a playing field with children's play area, a 

refurbished and busy village hall, an active sailing club, a day care nursery, two excellent pubs, and of 

course St Peters Church which apart from its pastoral role in the community, runs a full programme of 

events throughout the year. 
 

The building: Grade one listed, the building originates from the 12th century 

Fabric: The church is in a good state of repair. We recently added a 

modest extension to the church, which provides toilet facilities, a 

kitchen and meeting room. A sound system was installed in 2017.  The 

quinquennial inspection highlighted the need to rewire the building, 

which we hope to do soon. We have a peal of eight bells with an 

enthusiastic team of ringers 

Churchyard: The churchyard is well maintained by a dedicated group 

of volunteers. 

Electoral Roll: The current number is 32. 

Financial: We run a Stewardship system and a Gift Aid Envelopes scheme. As a consequence of these 

and an active fundraising programme, our finances are reasonably sound. 

Education: Our village school is Tolleshunt D'Arcy Primary Academy (Saint Nicholas School). Mrs 

Emily Selfe is the pcc appointed governor. 
 

Style of Worship 

St. Peter's is central church.  Vestments are traditionally worn. The Parish has complete sets of 

vestments (Latin style) in White, Red, Green, Purple and Blue.  The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually 

reserved.  Candles are used in worship and parts of the Parish Communion Service are sung. Children 

are encouraged to take part in services.  We are the only church in the village, we welcome members of 

other denominations to worship with us. 
 

Services: We are fortunate to have a locally deployed minister, the Rev’d Sue Godsmark, licensed as 

associate priest to the three parishes of the benefice. 
 

Sunday Services 

The current pattern of Sunday services is shown below. It is a cause of sadness that during the vacancy 

we have had to suspend the 8.30 services which means that on some Sundays the Eucharist is not 

celebrated in the parish. 
 

1st Sunday 9.30am Parish Communion CW 

2nd Sunday 10.00am Family Service 

3rd Sunday 9.30am Morning Prayer CW 

4th Sunday 9.30am Parish Communion CW 

5th Sunday 9.30am Parish Communion CW or Service of the Word 
     

We have a monthly nursery school service.  We also observe other holy days e.g. Ash Wednesday, 

Ascension Day, Corpus Christi ( as benefice services) and All Souls Day.  Attendance at Christmas 
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services in 2018 was 142 plus 61 at the Carol Service.  St. Peter's Goldhanger hosts a Benefice service 

to mark Sea Sunday, at Goldhanger Sailing Club. We actively participate in other benefice services. 
 

Lay Participation: The parish formed a ministry as partnership team a few years ago. This has proved 

very beneficial and enabled much greater lay participation. Members regularly lead services and give 

addresses. Two of the team are Lay Ministers of communion; six are authorised local preachers and 

have completed (or about to take) the College of Preachers course. 
 

Music: Music is important in our worship.  Our main musical instrument is a two manual pipe organ. 

Jointly with Little Totham we have formed a choir which practises weekly, sings at weddings and special 

services and organises occasional evensong services. The choir also combines with the choir of St 

Nicholas, Witham and the choir of St Luke’s, Tiptree and has sung at Deanery services and at several 

cathedrals. 
 

Community service: 
 

Parish Magazine: We contribute articles and service details to the monthly Parish Magazine. 
 

Goldhanger is a very active village with many different clubs and organisations. Church members are 

active in most of them. As a consequence of the pattern of church services, our involvement in other 

village organisations, and the fundraising and social events we organise, we believe that we reach most 

households in the village.  
 

Welcome Packs: We have developed a Welcome Pack that we give to new residents of the village. It 

contains useful information that someone new to the area would find useful. 
 

Church activities 

A weekly social coffee morning is very popular and although not seen as a fund 

raising event does contribute to church finances.  During the summer months the 

church runs Sunday Tea and Cakes afternoons, this year raising £450, in September 

our harvest supper raised £1,000. Both are valuable social events in addition to 

being financially successful. Other social events include Chinese New Year feast 

evenings. 
 

The Goldhanger Gala weekend is a time when many of the village organisations come together in a 

combined event. Activities centre on the Village Hall, The Square and the Church. Over the weekend 

the church becomes a second-hand book shop with live music for browsing. The church yard has teas 

served by the WI, cookery competitions, karate demonstrations and table top sales. Sunday service is 

moved outside and includes the very popular Teddy Bear Parachute drop.                                                  
 

Every second year we hold a Christmas Tree Festival  

We make a point of saying thank you to all who contribute to church life. We hold a meal for “The 

Mowers” to thank them for their hard work in keeping the Church yard neat and tidy while also 

encouraging biodiversity.  We have occasional themed services, for example a Bell Ringers service to 

express our appreciation for all that they do.  We coordinate Lent Lunches while raising funds for 

Christian Aid.  The village concert is held in the church in December. 

We organise the biennial Village Open Gardens weekend. 

 



4 

 

ST. PETER’S, GT. TOTHAM 

                    
 

St. Peter’s is a beautiful, stone-built, 13th C building; one of a three parish benefice, fortunate to have 

the Revd. Susan Godsmark, (non-stipendiary), licensed as Priest to Gr Totham, Lt Totham & 

Goldhanger.  
 

Great Totham is a friendly village with a primary school, alms houses, pubs, post office and store, a 

thriving garage, easy access to main bus routes and main line station.  The Parish has a population of 

about 3750.   
 

Worship: 

 3 services are held at each Sunday; 8.00 am, 10.00 am with Sunday Club and 6.00 pm.    

 Tea & coffee are served in the church extension after the 10.00 am service. 

 Joint services held with our three-church benefice and with “Beacon Hill Churches Together” 

St. Peter’s Church, United Reform Church, Barn Church, St Bartholomew’s Church, Wickham 

Bishops. 

 Edward Bear Club (for carers, babies & toddlers) every Thursday morning. 

 An active MaP team who regularly preach and hold services. 

 Primary School assemblies taken by an ‘Open the Book’ team and a Churchwarden.  

 Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals are held at St Peter’s plus many and various seasonal services.  

Mothers’ Union hold monthly meetings and members attend MU Deanery meetings.  

 

Spirituality and Nurture: 

  A prayer meeting on the first Monday of every month. 

 A Bible Study Group every Wednesday morning. 

 A weekly Sunday Club and yearly Confirmation Groups for young people (& adults). 

 Lent Discussion Groups. 

 Harvest Lunch after the ‘Harvest Thanksgiving’ service. 

 St Peter’s with the Great Totham Community Choir holds Nine Lessons & Carols each year.  

 Annual children’s Nativity Play at 10 o’ clock service near Christmas.  

 The C of E Children’s Society is supported by two well attended Christingle services.  
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Evangelism and Outreach in the Church, Church Extension and the Honywood: 

 A weekly Knit & Natter group brings in members from the local community. 

 A weekly Lunch Club for the elderly and others is held, linked to the charity “FareShare”.  

 St Peter’s Tower Bell Ringers ring before 10 am service each week plus weddings and funerals. 

 Children’s Holiday Clubs are held in the church. 

 Beacon Hill Rainbows and Rangers meet regularly. 

 Joint “Messy Church” events are held with St. Bartholomew’s, Wickham Bishops. 

 Monthly Saturday Coffee Morning attracts wide support within the community. 

 A ‘Wedding Preparation Course’ was introduced in February 2018.   

 Open Gardens, Flower Festivals (and Mission Tent), organ recitals, concerts and Choral 

Evensong. 

 Regular visits are made to the housebound and Holy Communion is offered where appropriate. 

 The Parish Magazine reaches everyone in the village for church activities and village 

organisations. 

 St. Peter’s Church fabric and the churchyard are financially secure.   

 St. Peter’s supports the annual ‘Friends of Essex Churches’ Ride & Stride event. 

 Church activities are enthusiastically supported by the wider community. 

 The annual Church Summer Fête is a popular, well-attended village fundraising event. 

 A Friends of St Peter’s group supports the historic importance of the church. 

          
 

There is much more that St Peter’s in Great Totham would love to be doing with the many new 

young families moving in to the village and with the established people now many of whom are 

retired.  There is lots of scope for someone with the enthusiasm to develop many areas without 

having to worry about the upkeep of the fabric but who would look forward to becoming involved 

with the organisation of regular services and existing activities to expand and widen the inclusion of 

new and invigorating ideas. 

 

 

 

The church maintains a website on ‘A Church Near You’: 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657 / 

and runs its own ‘Facebook’ page: https://www.facebook.com/StPetersChurchGreatTotham/ 

  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657/
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersChurchGreatTotham/
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ALL SAINTS, LITTLE TOTHAM 

 

The vision of this small rural parish - population around 360 - is to work as a living demonstration of 

God's love within the local community and to encourage the wider world to use and enjoy our historic 

church. 

 

This is achieved by very active pastoral care with a wide variety of practical services for the village and 

an average of one event every four days throughout the year.  The result is a steady increase in 

worshippers who have a choice of said and sung Holy Communion and morning prayer provided jointly 

by clergy and the 15-strong ministry team. Services are held at 5-30pm on Saturday and 11am on Sunday 

when services are lively, flexible and fun. 

 

 
 

 Attendance averages over the year at 25 per Sunday with a regular core of summer visitors who 

remain in touch throughout the year via e-mail and the newsletter. 

 There is a monthly all-age service in which the youngsters play a part.  

 Special services are designed to attract specific groups of people who are not necessarily regular 

churchgoers. Everyone who has been married at All Saints is invited to the annual Marriage 

Week service. There is also a similar service for the baptised and a very popular churchyard 

service to which every known family with a grave or cremated remains is invited. During 2018 a 

special service for dog owners attracted 17 pets and their owners; a civic service was attended 

by parish, district and county councilors, and there was a service to support dementia sufferers 

and their families. 

 The centenary of the Armistice was marked by visits to the bell tower and a chance to tap the 

bells (no longer able to be tolled), followed by a service and refreshments.  

 Other specials include Plough Sunday followed by lunch at the pub, the Palm Sunday walk from 

Little Totham Evangelical Church to All Saints with members of both congregations and a 

Rogation Sunday walk to church along the village footpaths. 

 Other joint services with the Evangelical Church include Maundy Thursday (All Saints) and 

Pentecost (Evangelical).  

 A benefice All Saints Day parish Communion - to which our sister churches at Goldhanger and 

Great Totham are invited - is followed by a benefice lunch. 

 The result of all this activity is a growing Electoral Roll, currently standing at 70, 31 residents and 

39 living outside the parish. 
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 Bring-a-friend-to-church services have also proved popular as well as a drinks-and-nibbles 

evening for members of the electoral roll. 

 A joint choir organised between the parish and Goldhanger sings at special services in both 

churches as well as with Witham parish church and travels annually to choir festivals both in our 

own cathedral and Rochester. 

 The church works closely with the pub where three parish suppers are held annually, the 

women's group meets for its monthly evening meal and fete planning meetings are held.  

 The monthly newsletter distributed to every home and electronically all over the country is 

sponsored by the pub. 

 Events within the village organised by the church include the fete and carol singing in aid of the 

Colchester Hostel for the Homeless.  

 Regular donations are made to local charities plus a mental health project in India run by a 

church member.  

 In the wider community the church attracts visitors from all over Essex - many regulars - to the 

village open gardens over a June weekend. There is also a classic car rally in May and two Gift 

Fairs each year.  These events have drawn people into the worshipping church community and 

there is now an extended family of regular visitors to services. 

 Money raised from these events has been used to improve facilities within our grade one listed 

building. A kitchen extension/meeting room has been built and a toilet suitable for the disabled 

provided. 

 The windows - varying from medieval to Victorian - have been renovated by Canterbury 

Cathedral specialists. The outside walls have been re-rendered, the entire inside redecorated, 

and the tower recladded and painted.  

 Our ordinand Andrew Vince has just started his final year of training for the locally ordained 

ministry.   

 The Parish Share is paid annually. 

 

NB The team is committed to delegation within the whole church family and encouraging younger 

members to follow in their footsteps as they grow older. This is a successful policy but the speed of 

modern life does mean that the above schedule of activities is largely possible through the hard work of 

around a dozen retired people.  
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ST NICHOLAS, TOLLESHUNT MAJOR 

 

Tolleshunt Major is a small rural village which is positioned next to the 

villages of Little Totham and Tolleshunt D’Arcy. St Nicholas church is a 

beautiful Grade I listed church which sits on top of a slight hill on the 

outskirts of the village boundary with wonderful views looking out towards 

the Blackwater estuary.  
 

In 2017, following a grant of nearly £450k from the Big Lottery fund the church rooms were completely 

renovated and re-opened as St Nicholas Village Hall. The hall is located away from the church, backing 

onto the village playing field and is in a more central location. It can now cater for up to 50 people for a 

family celebration or party and has a great kitchen as well as a comfortable snug with high backed chairs 

for 6 people. At the current time 12 regular clubs are run from the hall including art, table tennis, 

exercise classes and a book club. The main reason for the grant was to help bring more of a sense of 

community to the village, in particular the older isolated 

members of the village and the children. A management 

committee of 6 local residents and 1 PCC member meet 

every 2 months to ensure the smooth running of the hall 

and new ways it can be enjoyed by the villagers. 

 
 

St. Nicholas church is a 12th century building with 15th and 16th century alterations and additions 

including a red Tudor brick tower. The church is in good condition and was for many years a thriving 

church with a more modern style of worship, we now need to look at ways of reviving the congregation 

and feel that we have a great opportunity to do this in line with the growing sense of community in the 

village. 
 

Parish activities 

The biggest community event that is held each year is the Summer fair which takes place in May, funds 

raised go to the church. Other events include quiz nights, cheese & wine tastings, a MacMillan Cancer 

cream tea fundraiser, treasure hunt & BBQ.  
 

Parochial Church Council 

The PCC is small and consists of 5 elected members including 1 church warden and the PCC Secretary, 

members of the ministry team are ex officio members, normally at least 2 of the ministry team attend 

each meeting. The role of Treasurer has recently been taken on by the Diocese as our Treasurer 

retired from the post in early 2019 following many years of service. There are 5 PCC meetings per year. 
 

Mission giving 

Our church has a commitment to tithing our income and we enjoy an association with many Christian 

missions both in the UK and overseas. Our last beneficiaries (in 2018) included: 

 Friends of Essex churches 

 Fellowship Afloat Charitable Trust 

 St. Nicholas Primary School 

 CPAS 
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Schools  

The village has no school or public transport, children of primary school age attend school in Tolleshunt 

D’Arcy (catchment school) as well as Tollesbury, Messing, and Tiptree. Catchment secondary schools 

are Thurstable in Tiptree and Plume in Maldon. 

 

Business and leisure 

Located in the village is a large business park which supports a number of businesses and provides more 

employment than farming. Andy and Rosie the landlords at The Bell public house are a great asset to the 

village and have really tried to heighten the sense of community by introducing a monthly Farmer’s 

market, charity quiz nights, fireworks night and Christmas fair as well as serving good food in their 

restaurant. On the outskirts of the village, Wicks Manor Farm employs many locals and offers the 

chance to buy sausages, burgers and other local produce. 

 

The numbers 

Since the children’s work moved to St. Mary’s in Tollesbury attendance figures have reduced. Previously 

families attended different churches in the benefice each week where the children’s work was located, 

1st Sunday in Major, 2nd in D’Arcy and 3rd in Tollesbury.  

At the 2018 Easter Sunday service 10 people attended, at the Christingle on Christmas Eve there were 

86 people and 9 people attended the Christmas Day Communion service at 10am. 

The last official 2011 census data for Major gave a population of 695, showing 19% under 18, over 20% 

aged 45-59 and almost 30% aged 60 or over. 68% of the population described themselves as Christian, 

24% said they had no religion and 8% did not state any connection to a religion. 

 

The future 

Although our numbers are small there is a real enthusiasm to look towards developing opportunities for 

ministry in the village. We are keen to look at new ideas and enjoy an open and informal style of 

worship which embraces modern, children friendly music and the use of PowerPoint. We believe that 

although one of the smallest parishes in the benefice we have an exciting opportunity for a modern style 

of worship in the village. 
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ST NICHOLAS TOLLESHUNT D’ARCY 

The home of the D’arcy spice apple 

 

About the Parish 
 

Tolleshunt D’Arcy is a pretty Village at the junction of roads from Colchester,  Maldon and traffic 

coming through Tiptree from the A12. At the heart of the Village is the Queen’s Head pub and the 

shop, the Church is also well sited in the conservation area as are other facilities such as St Nicholas 

Primary School, the Village Hall, which contains a part-time Post Office, a large Recreation Ground and 

there is a popular Indian takeaway. Three regular bus services operate to Colchester, Maldon and 

another to Witham via Tiptree.  The Parish stretches from the outskirts of Tiptree down to the 

Blackwater estuary. There are about 450 houses of which a few are social housing. There are 

approximately 1200 inhabitants, who span the age range with a slight bias to the 45-59 age group. 
 

The Church and its People 
 

St Nicholas Church is situated prominently within the Village. There is a car park and the Church 

contains a toilet, Coffee & Tea making area and there is a Side Chapel.  Currently we have Services on 

the second and fourth Sundays of each month. On both Sundays there is an 8am Holy Communion 

(BCP), which attracts an older age group and at 11am on the second Sunday there is a Worship 

Together Service and on the fourth, Parish Communion. The style  of these Services includes a mix of 

traditional and modern hymns. We would also like to explore other types of Service to see whether we 

can broaden the appeal. Since Children’s work was centred on Tollesbury, we have struggled with the 

mid-morning Services but we pray that the social and educational efforts we are making will bring the 

Church back into the community.  We greatly value the input and ministry of our current Benefice 

Team, who support our work and worship here with such enthusiasm and dedication. 
 

There are currently 17 on our Electoral Roll, some of these live outside the Village. The PCC has always 

made a priority to pay our Parish Share in full and we have an impeccable record in doing so. Our 2018 

accounts show a modest surplus. We have good support from excellent volunteer teams for Bell 

ringing, Flower arranging cleaning and Churchyard maintenance.  
 

The Church and the Community 
 

St Nicholas VA Primary School, which is currently applying for Academy status  has 80 to 100 pupils and 

serves Tolleshunt D’Arcy and surrounding villages. It has been awarded ‘Good’ status in the latest 

Ofsted Report. In its instrument of Governance, the School allows for the Incumbent to be a member of 

the Board of Governors, additionally there is a PCC representative. The PCC has a team of Volunteers 
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who help with reading sessions. Further information about the School can be found on tolleshuntdarcy-

stnicholas.essex.sch.uk. 
 

Our fundraising events are organised to benefit and build bridges with the social life of the Village. We 

run a Strawberry Tea with live music in June and a Church Fete in September, there is an annual Coffee 

morning a Christmas Concert and Carol singing at the Pub.  
 

As part of our mission to tackle social exclusion and loneliness, we have made further entries into 

Village life with a monthly Coffee morning in the Queen’s Head pub. With good support from the 

Landlord our monthly Parish lunches at the Pub are also a popular feature of Village life. All these are 

designed to raise the profile of the Church in our community. 
 

Morning Services in the Church are designed to be friendly and welcoming events and we always serve 

Refreshments after morning service. The strong following for our popular Loved Ones Service in the 

Autumn may also be one that we can build on. 
 

The condition and development of the Church building 
 

St Nicholas is Grade 1 listed, built 1380-1420 and the latest Quinquennial Report shows that it is 

generally in good condition. 
 

We have recently completed conversion of the side Chapel to a separate meeting room by means of a 

glass screen in the arch and lowering the floor to Nave level. This development gives us a soundproofed 

area for children’s use during Services and has support from the School as a useful school room for 

older children. We can heat this area independently and intend to use it for Services with smaller 

congregations. Further use of this area for small meetings and clubs in the Village and Church is ongoing 

We have two current projects – replacement of the Organ (fully funded) and to rehang the Bells in a 

new Belfry formed lower down in the Tower & associated repairs to the Tower fabric. Grant requests 

are currently out for this.  
 

Our hope for the future 
 

Our hope is to grow God’s kingdom in Tolleshunt D’Arcy and to make life better for its people. We 

need someone to lead us, through example, to grow spiritually ourselves and to take the Word out to 

everyone. We believe that by prayer and leadership a great future can be achieved. 
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN CHURCH – TOLLESBURY 

 

                   
 

Tollesbury is the largest parish in the current North Blackwater Benefice, (the others being St Nicholas 

Tolleshunt D’Arcy, St Nicholas Tolleshunt Major and St Mary the Virgin Salcott.) with a mixed 

population of families and very active retired people.  Tollesbury nestles on the north shore of the river 

Blackwater estuary. Tollesbury is a self -sufficient community supporting several local shops. This village 

is a special place with a big heart. 
 

CHURCH 
 

Our church lies in the square at the heart of the village.  It is a well maintained Grade II listed building 

dating from the 11th Century and is open daily.  The vestry has been recently refurbished and 

accommodates a toilet, sink and refreshment area as well as storage and workspace.  The nave seats 

around 120 people comfortably and benefits from modern heating. The pipe organ is regularly tuned and 

serviced, at the moment it is only played once a month, as our regular organist left at the end of 

October and we are still seeking a replacement.  The bell tower houses, reputedly, the second lightest 

set of 10 bells in the country which have recently been fully refurbished.  The bells are rung for Sunday 

services.  We have a well-kept churchyard which is open for burials. We have a complete, detailed 

Churchyard Plan showing all graves in the churchyard including the area for war graves and the 

cremated remains. 
 

OUR WORSHIP 

Our monthly rota for services are as follows: 

First Sunday: 8am CW2 Communion        Second Sunday:   9.30am Family Communion with  

                         9.30am All Age Worship                                    Sunday Club (Term Time only) 

Third Sunday: 8am CW2 Communion        Fourth Sunday:   9.30am Family Communion with 

                         9.30am Messy Church                                         Sunday Club (Term Time only) 

Fifth Sunday:  Benefice Service, shared between churches within the benefice therefore venue and 

time 

                          variable. 
 

Monday: during term time: Edward Bear Club 

Tuesday: Prayer Group 

1st Wednesday in the month: Mothers Union Group ( in the Tower) 
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PARISH LIFE 
 

We have 71 members on the Electoral Roll. The PCC is very active in the life of the church with a good 

mix of ages represented. We have an active fundraising group ensuring we meet our financial obligations 

annually; further to this the parish church has been supported for many years by a well-established 

Friends group, raising to date £60,000 to maintain the fabric of the church.  Advertising space and the 

cover cost of our Parish Magazine also produces a sizeable income.  The Parish Rooms, owned by St 

Mary’s are used regularly for both church and village activities. 
 

WORKING WITH FELLOW CHRISTIANS 
 

We have a good relationship with the Congregational Church in the village, joining together for joint 

services.  Together we run (Fizzers) a thriving after school Christian club for years 1-4 currently, in the 

school hall, a lively Messy Church and when possible a Holiday club. St Mary’s, the Congregational and 

Roman Catholic communities share the hosting of several services throughout the year which are 

usually well attended.  Fellowship Afloat, a Tollesbury based Christian outdoor activity centre, 

frequently support young people’s work within the Church. 
 

SCHOOL 
 

Although not a church school, Tollesbury School has started to forge great links with St. Mary’s, having 

invited a member of the Ministry Team to lead a weekly assembly and the whole school using the 

church for at least 4 services during the year. 
 

CHALLENGES WE FACE AS A PARISH 
 

 To grow our church 

 To further bind us together as an enlarged benefice 

 To increase the number of children and young adults in our church family 

 To make Christ more visible in Tollesbury 

 To develop a pastoral care team 
 

The members of St. Mary’s and the Christians in Tollesbury are longing for a new Priest in charge to 

lead us in the next chapter of God’s work here. 

 

         
                 

Messy Church, during the service and a few of the craft tables that are available. 
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THE PARISH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN,  

SALCOTT CUM VIRLEY 

 

The ancient parishes of Salcott and Virley were amalgamated in 1884, 

after the Essex earthquake of 1884.  

The Grade 2* Listed church, dedicated to St Mary the Virgin, is in the 

centre of the village and dates from the 13th century. Although the 

main building was damaged by the Essex earthquake, the flint tower 

remained intact; the nave was extensively restored and the chancel 

rebuilt. Overall it has been well- maintained over the years. 

The church is valued locally for its peaceful and simple interior and for the well-

kept appearance of its churchyard. 

The PCC go to considerable lengths to ensure that the church is open seven days a 

week, during daylight hours, and a coffee point has been established for the benefit 

of congregation, walkers and casual visitors.  

Plans are in hand to add toilet and small meeting room and kitchen facilities which 

will open out the possibilities for the church to develop its role in giving 

heart to the small village community, 

 

Salcott cum Virley Village 

The village consists principally of a main street, The Street (Salcott) and Mill 

Lane (Virley) a turning off the B1026 running between Maldon, Mersea, and 

Colchester. 

 

Village amenities 

The village has no local shops or pub and relies on volunteers to create 

places where residents can meet.  

The village hall is leased by the diocese to an independent charity, having 

been converted from the old school.  It hosts a play group, clubs for 

children aged 7 years and over, an art group and parish council meetings; 

and it also provides a venue for the monthly coffee morning run by the 

local Friends of St Mary’s. It is a welcome and valued place for parties and 

other local community events. 

The nearest service providers are based in Tollesbury, Tiptree, Maldon 

and Colchester; the last three can be reached by bus from the nearby 

B1026 crossroads; all have a variety of shops and services including 

cultural, social and sporting facilities. 

There are excellent train services to London from nearby Witham, taking 

between 45- 50 minutes. 

 

Facts and Figures 

The population is currently around 400 but may increase slightly due to 

planned or opportunistic development within the wider area.  

We are extremely proud of our "Days of Creation" 
reredos which was worked for us by one of the 
Churchwardens. Dedicated by Bishop Roger in 
March 2019 – he also cut the celebration cake. 

 

 .. as do the children on some occasions... 

 Members of the community, as well as 
those in the congregation, help to keep our 
church looking beautiful, used and loved... 

Christmas Bazaar ...                                         
and Christmas tree festival 2019… 
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Local area: Business and leisure 

Farming is the primary industry within the area, although there are also 

hotels and sports centres. Commuting to Colchester and London is also 

common.  

The village is close to a number of wildlife reserves owned by the Essex 

Wildlife Trust, the National Trust and the RSPB. Walkers and 

birdwatchers are increasingly present as visitors. The area is extremely 

popular for sailing and other water sports, including fishing. 

 

Activities 

The parish has been developing activities which will draw the local 

community into the church and parish life including fundraising and social 

events. 

Further development is hampered by the need for the toilet facilities, 

mentioned above.  

Parish life 

The P.C.C. meets every 2 months; the day to day oversight of the parish is 

by the PCC standing committee. PCC members take responsibility for 

fundraising, cleaning, garden and building maintenance. Individual parishioners also 

provide a constant supply of flowers in the church The PCC pays for the organist, 

the grass cutting contractor and any other casual work as required. 

The greatest charge on general funds is the parish share, for which the PCC has 

met its obligations in full in recent years, despite the amount of work required. 

Church finances are constantly under review, the treasurer ensuring that VAT and 

gift aid donations are reclaimed on a regular basis. A small group, the Friends of St 

Mary’s, runs monthly coffee mornings, the funds from which are directed to the 

costs of the planned toilet. 

 

Church Attendance 

There are currently just over 20 people on the Electoral Roll. The 

regular sung Eucharist (CW) at 11.00am is attended by 20 people, 

but this is increased for Festivals and the Carol Service. Recently 

Matins has been held on the fourth Sunday of the month. This is in 

conjunction with a local á capella group, “Oddsong” who offered 

their services for the venture at the end of 2018. Numbers are low at 

present but we are working to promote the services. 

 

Children’s Ministry Schools and education. 

There are around 25 primary school age children in the village, 

attending Birch Church of England (Aided) Primary School, 4 miles away. 

The parish is eager to sustain and develop contact with the school and to this end meetings have 

recently taken place with the head teacher (who is Clerk in Holy Orders). It is hoped that this contact 

will enable the growth of a more active children’s ministry. 

Odd Song join us for Matins on the 4th Sunday 

We are trying to foster closer links with 
our children at Birch School - here they 
produced art for the Harvest Festival. 

 Parish lunches are a recent 
inclusion in the social calendar... 
They take place in the church 
owned Village Hall. 

Across the marshes: The view from the tower 
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Local secondary provision is at Thurstable school in Tiptree 4 ½ miles away. There is a school bus 

service.  The school is well regarded and has a good academic record. The area is also served by 

grammar schools in Colchester. 

Children are particularly encouraged to join us at Mothering Sunday, Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday and 

Christmas Services. The Christingle services are particularly well attended. The soft seating at the tower 

end of the church is available to young people who are encouraged to use it and the coffee point. 

 

The Future  

It is the view of St Mary’s PCC that the parish has a great potential to offer the village. The lack of any 

local facilities other than the Village Hall means that there is a need for a venue in which people may 

meet and share the good and the bad of their day-to –day lives.  Plans for an amenities annexe and toilet 

are moving forward – our “2020 Vision. 

 

The location of St. Mary’s, on the edge of the Blackwater estuary and salt marshes with excellent access 

to the sea wall and wild life reserves, encourages us to hope that we may, once toilet facilities are 

complete, use the building for quiet days and meditative services alongside our normal timetable. 

 

We aim to look outwards –  

Hearing and learning from the voices of the people around us –  

Opening the doors to those who come – 

 Seeking for those who are lost so that we may bring the living presence of Christ to our village. 
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PERSON SPECIFICATION 
 

We would like a Priest in Charge (Team Vicar designate) who will: 

 Be excited by the prospect of ministering across 7 diverse parishes and passionate about rural 

ministry 

 Be willing to work out how to be visible and present in our communities (whilst acknowledging that 

7 communities is a lot to cover) 

 Have the resilience and energy to manage expectations across 7 parishes 

 Help us build and strengthen our relationships across our parishes and build us into a team (we’re in 

a new relationship!) 

 Be sustained by a prayerful life and resourced to help us deepen our faith 

 Be able to engage and interact with people from all walks of life, whether in church, down the pub 

or in school 

 Help people to make connections between faith and life, particularly those new to faith, returning to 

faith or on the fringes of church life 

 Help us to focus on our priority of connecting with children, families and young people, not least 

through our schools 

 Help us to maintain and develop meaningful connections with our communities 

 Be a servant-leader, ready to join in with our ministry and work alongside us, who wants to work 

with us in collaboration and partnership  

 Be patient with us and will respect us and the gifts, energy and experience that we offer 

 Commit to valuing, encouraging and nurturing lay and ordained vocations, ministry and leadership 

 Help us sustain our diverse worshipping life and challenge us to grow and change 

 Help us to establish a Pastoral Care Team across our parishes so we can respond to need by 

listening, loving and caring 

 

We can offer our new Priest-in-Charge (Team Vicar designate): 

 Welcome, support, friendship and prayer 

 A strong and valued tradition of lay-led worship 

 Significant active support in our churches from both lay and ordained 

 Active rural communities with real spirit 

 A beautiful rural location near the coast 

 A commitment to find the right kind of administrative support for you and for our parishes 

 Active and engaged PCCs (and some of our meetings are fun too!) 

 A willingness to be flexible and to have our expectations challenged 

 Mentoring and/or coaching support via our Area Team as well as regular Ministerial Development 

Reviews  

 A friendly and supportive Deanery Chapter 
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CHELMSFORD DIOCESE: 

 

A message from Bishop Stephen 
 

In the Chelmsford Diocese we believe that God is calling his church to be a transforming presence. Our 

vision is that the church - that is the people of God here in Essex and East London - should be a 

transforming presence in every one of our parishes. 

 

These are our priorities – 

 

 To inhabit the world distinctively 

 To evangelise effectively 

 To hold ourselves accountable to one another and to God for the stewardship of the gospel 

 To re imagine the way we minister so that each ordained minister and each individual Christian 

discovers their part in God's ministry and so that each church flourishes. 

 

To this end we are looking for priests who are excited by this vision of becoming a church which is itself 

transformed, and which is becoming a more visible and effective presence in the huge diversity of 

communities that make up this most exciting and energetic part of England.  There are many challenges 

ahead of us.  

 

 We are a diocese generously subsidised by the national church. We need to become financially 

self-sufficient. 

 

 Leadership often seems distant. We are creating patterns of leadership that are closer to the 

parishes. And we are looking to develop missionary leadership at all levels of church life.  Nearly 

half our clergy will retire in the next ten years. We need to find out how to minister with fewer 

stipendiary clergy and with a re-imagining of how stipendiary ministry works.  We need to re-

organise the way parishes relate to each other in what we are calling Mission and Ministry Units. 

 

 Some of our congregations still think ministry is what Vicars do. We have a vision of ministry 

where the whole people of God are involved in the whole of God's ministry. We are also 

experimenting with new forms of authorised lay ministry. 

 

 Church must be a safe place. All those in ministry will be expected to undergo training that will 

equip them to respond well in situations associated with safeguarding. 

 

 Levels of church going are below the national average. We need to get evangelism on to the 

agenda and into the lifeblood of every church. We encourage and train churches to put on 

weekends of mission and outreach. One of our aspirations is that every benefice should  have a 

trained lay evangelism enabler. 
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 We are developing missionary discipleship, so that every church in the diocese is a place where 

Christians are formed in order to be sent out in witness and service. 

 

Despite planning for a future with fewer stipendiary clergy, we remain as committed as ever to the local 

church. And what is the local church, but that community of men and women gathered around Christ, 

and living and sharing the gospel in the networks and neighbourhoods of their lives? But we need priests 

to lead and to serve. 

 

We know we need to change. We can only be a transforming presence when we have allowed God to 

transform us. Therefore at the heart of all we do is a longing for intimacy with God and a renewed life 

of prayer. First and foremost a priest is a minister of the word and sacrament. All ministry flows from 

this. But a priest shares the ministry of the bishop, therefore presbyteral ministry will increasingly be a 

ministry of oversight, guiding, nurturing and directing the mission of God's church in the communities 

we serve. 

 

It is an exciting time to be part of God's missionary movement for the world, and the Diocese of 

Chelmsford is an exciting place to serve. We have a clear vision and we are looking to appoint clergy 

who will share this with us. In every parish we long to see each person and each community grow in 

faithfulness and ministry so that together we may serve in the world and Christ may be made known. 

 

+Stephen 
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Witham Deanery 
 

The Deanery of Witham incorporates the town of Witham and a large area of mid Essex countryside 

stretching a distance of some 25 miles west to east and 15 miles north to south, and comprising 33 

parishes (38 churches). We are a diverse mix of town, rural and coastal parishes and we even have an 

island!  The diversity is part of the attraction of the Deanery. We have areas of great natural beauty, 

pretty villages and many very attractive historic churches as well as the delights of the Blackwater 

estuary.  Messing, in the heart of the Deanery, was named Essex Village of the Year in 2018 and Terling, 

in the west, in 2017. Mersea Island is a popular holiday destination and the large village of Tiptree 

(population 9,000) is home to the famous Tiptree Jam Factory with its busy tearoom and strawberry 

fields. The market town of Witham has by some considerable margin the largest population in the 

Deanery, around 25,500 (2011 Census), and rapidly expanding. In prehistoric and Saxon times, the town 

was based round the Chipping Hill area (the location of the large Grade 1 listed parish church) but the 

town centre was settled by the Knights Templar in the 12th Century and the town developed as a staging 

post in the 18th Century.  Witham expanded rapidly in the 1960s and 70s with the establishment of 

several housing estates on the outskirts through a re-housing programme with the Greater London 

Council.  Significant additional housing and some retail development is currently taking place around the 

town, especially to the south west, with the development of 800/1000 new homes. Economically, 

Witham is mixed.  Some areas are fairly affluent but there are substantial pockets of deprivation.  

 

There are currently two Team Ministries in the Deanery – Witham and Villages TM, and Thurstable and 

Winstree TM (namely Tiptree and surrounding villages). In accordance with the Diocesan vision and our 

Deanery Plan, we are moving towards the creation of three Mission and Ministry Units. To date, two of 

the three are in existence (Thurstable and Winstree with Kelvedon and Feering MMU and Witham and 

Villages with Hatfield Peverel and Ulting MMU). In accordance with the Deanery Plan, we are working 

towards 9 stipendiary posts across the Deanery by 2025 (currently 10.5 posts). There are some actively 

retired clergy living on Mersea Island, and currently 8 in SSM posts.  

Deanery Synod meets three times each year and is generally well attended. There is good support and 

fellowship between the clergy of the Deanery who meet monthly in Chapter and enjoy a Quiet Day 

together once a year. A Deanery Songs of Praise and a Deanery Evensong are each held annually to 

enable the congregations of this diverse Deanery to meet each other and worship together. 
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THE VICARAGE 
 

 

 

           
 

The Vicarage is situated in Tolleshunt D’Arcy.  It stands back from the road in Church Street and is 

surrounded by an attractive garden overlooking open fields but secluded from neighbours.  There is an 

integral double garage and parking for four cars.  The house has five bedrooms and was build in 1953 

with the garage and fifth bedroom added in 1988.  A modern conservatory has been added to the rear 

of the house and the whole house is in good decorative order.           


