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Introduction 

We seek a spirit filled person to join us in us in the village of Wanstead, on the edge of Epping 

Forest, just a short journey from central London by tube. You will thrive when you are both teaching 

and preaching both online and in person, be down-to- earth and approachable and enjoy working as 

part of a team. Although we are a liberal, Anglo Catholic parish we are open minded about 

churchmanship and are looking for a fellow disciple of any tradition who will both challenge us and 

help us to grow in our reading and understanding of scripture and in our ability to communicate the 

Gospel afresh to different generations. The role is for an initial term of three years but is renewable 

for a further term of two years by mutual agreement. House For Duty equates to two days per week 

plus Sundays or, dependant on accommodation selected, three days plus Sundays.  

The PCC has unanimously rejected Resolutions A, B and C and welcomes women’s priestly ministry. 

The role of the laity has advanced in recent years and we expect this to continue. It is expected that 

the successful applicant would assist in developing and growing lay vocations and lay leadership.  

Wanstead has traditionally been a training parish.  We are aware of our duty to the wider 

community and the world and seek to respond in a Christian manner. Elderly people are an 

important part of our parish community and it is essential to nurture our ministry to them and to 

continue to respond to their needs. Much progress has been made in recent years in our work with 

children and young people, and we seek a House For Duty priest who will be happy to help us to 

continue to develop this. The work of Wanstead Church School is central to the life of the parish; it is 

important to continue to strengthen the support of the school’s spiritual life in the tradition of the 

parish.  

The parish includes two historic and much-loved churches and stands within the liberal catholic 

mainstream tradition of the Church of England. We wish to continue to be an inclusive parish that 

values difference. We use Common Worship for the majority of services. There is some difference in 

liturgical practice between the two churches, with Christ Church being more attached to its high 

church heritage where incense is used at one of the Sunday Eucharists and at festivals and we are 

seeking to grow our online worship offering, The electoral roll currently has over  350 members. The 

parish has an annual turnover of in excess of £270,000 and is one of the higher contributors in the 
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Diocese of Chelmsford.  We have considerable physical and human resources. This document 

presents a summary of our thoughts on the needs and conditions of our parish. More information on 

the parish, including the latest annual report and accounts, is available on the parish website at: 

https://www.wansteadparish.org 

What we are looking for: 

1. You will have strong spiritual resources based on the Bible, reflection and prayer. 

2. You will have experience of and enjoy nurturing lay vocations and supporting lay leaders. 

3. You will have experience of and enjoy teaching, equipping and helping people to grow in 

faith and evangelism, for example through Bible study, Nurture groups and faith courses 

both online and in person. 

4. You will enjoy preaching and will be an accomplished teacher and preacher in a wide range 

of contexts, including online. 

5. You will enjoy working with people of all ages.  

6. You will enjoy working as part of a highly collaborative team.  

7. You will ensure our church community remains inclusive and open to all and be passionate 

about the church’s duty and mission to all people.  

8. You will enjoy working creatively with liturgy and will be able to balance an appreciation of 

traditional liturgy with spontaneity, flexibility and new ideas. 

9. You will enjoy assisting with the pastoral care of the sick, isolated or lonely, and those who 

are unable to attend church because of age or ill health. 

10. We would also be very happy to receive applications from candidates from a wide range of 

ministerial backgrounds including sector ministries. 

Our two churches: 

Christ Church 

Originally built as a chapel of ease, Christ Church is now the primary church of the parish. The 

principal service at Christ Church is the 9.00am Family 

Eucharist (Common Worship) each Sunday, and this can 

have up to 120 children and adults, making it vibrant and 

busy. Incense is used at the 10 am Parish Mass and the 

Sacrament is reserved. Our Junior Church meets in the 

parish hall during this service and is extremely popular, 

with up to 30 children attending with parents and 

caregivers, who join the Eucharist at the Distribution. Sung 

Evensong (Book of Common Prayer), Jazz Vespers, Junior Choral 

Evensong, Youth Eucharists and Healing Services take place on 

rotation each Sunday evening. Virtually all weekday services 

and groups such as our caregivers and toddlers group, Little 

Angels, are held at Christ Church. Morning and Evening Prayer 

are said from Monday to Friday, and there is a said Eucharist on 

Thursdays a 10.30am which has recently been moved to 2.30 

pm on Wednesdays due to Covid19.This service is primarily 
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attended by the older generation, who also value the opportunity to meet afterwards in the vestry 

for coffee (Covid19 permitting).  

While the nave altar is used for most services (with the option of smaller services being held in the 

Lady Chapel), the high altar is used on a number of high feast days.  

St Mary’s 

St Mary's is the historic parish church of Wanstead. The 

primary service at St Mary’s is the 11.15 am lay led 

Service of the Word on all Sundays except the first 

Sunday of the moth when there is Holy Communion 

(Common Worship). The lay led services alternate 

between the Book of Common Prayer and Common 

Worship. A lay led service of Compline takes place here 

each Wednesday evening in term time at 8 pm. St Mary’s 

is the only Grade I listed building in the borough of Redbridge. It has recently been extensively 

redecorated and is now a truly beautiful setting in which to worship.  

Traditions of the parish  

Near the beginning and end of each term there is a school 

Eucharist, held alternately in Wanstead Church School and Christ 

Church.  There is an annual parish residential pilgrimage to 

Walsingham, usually in July and a winter retreat to Douai Abbey. 

We generally hold a quiet day in Advent, and Stations of the Cross 

are made during Lent.  On certain occasions, such as Palm Sunday 

and Remembrance Sunday and Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, a 

combined parish Eucharist is held at one of the two churches in place of the regular services.  

Ecumenical links are also fostered at a local level by sharing in events such as Remembrance Sunday 

services, Lent groups and a Good Friday Walk of Witness. The 

number of attendees at our Christmas services is in excess of 

5000 people.  We celebrate approximately 25 baptisms, 20 

funerals, eight weddings, and 30 confirmations and First 

Communions each year.  

Wanstead Church School  

The parish has a very close relationship with Wanstead Church 

School, the single-form-entry, voluntary-aided primary school that lies just round the corner from 

the Rectory and Christ Church. The school is over 225 years old with 

a strong Christian foundation.  Including its nursery, the school has 

about 240 pupils. The school is usually oversubscribed, and, at 

present, entry criteria involve regular church attendance for a 

minimum of two years. There is a close-knit community of parents 

who are very supportive of the school. The church works very 

closely with the school to nurture children’s spiritual development. 
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Traditionally, pupils take part in several special services at Christ Church throughout the year, such 

as the annual Christmas service. A number of School Eucharists are held during the school year. 

Wanstead also has a Roman Catholic state primary school and two other state primaries. There is a 

large secondary school too, Wanstead High School. 

Ministry team  

The team consists of a full-time stipendiary priest (Rector), two self supporting Associate Priests, a 

Pastoral Assistant, two part time Children, Youth and Family Work Advisers and a large team of lay 

leaders who help to lead Services of the Word and also help, with other lay volunteers, on our 

monthly stall at the local Farmer’s market. There is a rota of lay Eucharistic Ministers, together with 

readers, intercessors, servers and a large body of helpers.  There are also a number of dedicated 

people who run our Junior Church each week, and who also help to prepare young people for First 

Communion and Confirmation. 

Parochial Church Council  

Wanstead is a single parish therefore there is only one Parochial Church Council (PCC), two Church 

Wardens and one Assistant Church Warden. Traditionally, one Church Warden has been based at 

each church. There are 23 members of the PCC, including six members also sitting on the Deanery 

Synod. The Rector is ex-officio chair of the PCC. There is a network of 12 committees, reporting to 

the PCC, covering a variety of subjects. At least one member of the PCC is on each committee and 

reports back as required. The Annual Report gives details of these committees. The PCC employs a 

part-time Parish Administrator, a Weddings and Baptisms Administrator, a Hall Manager and a Music 

Director.  

West Roding Mission Partnership  

Mission and Ministry Units (MMU's) underpin the Diocese of Chelmsford’s approach to ensuring 

every community continues to be served effectively by the Anglican Church. The Parish of Wanstead 

is working in MMU partnership with:  • St Gabriel’s, Aldersbrook www.stgabrielsaldersbrook.org.uk 

• St Mary with St Philip and St James, Woodford www.stmaryswoodford.org.uk and St. Peter’s in the 

Forest, Walthamstow, https://www.stpeterintheforest.org/about. We offer a range of joint services 

and ministries such as Crown Court chaplaincy, bereavement support, support for a Syrian Refugee 

family, a winter shelter for the homeless and local Youth Work.  

The local area  

Wanstead is in the London Borough of Redbridge, in the north east of the capital. It has ready access 

to central London via the Central Line underground stations at Wanstead and Snaresbrook, which 

are situated at each end of the High Street. There are numerous 

local bus services connecting Wanstead with the surrounding 

area. The M11 is nearby offering connections to the M25 and 

national motorway network. Despite its city location, Wanstead 

retains a village atmosphere. It is largely bounded on two sides 

by sections of Epping Forest (including Wanstead Park and 

Wanstead Flats) and by the river Roding (and its linear park) on 

a third. The village feeling is further enhanced by the open 

https://www.stpeterintheforest.org/about
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spaces at Christchurch Green, adjacent to the High Street, and George Green at the far end, by 

Wanstead station. It has a bustling main street with a good range of shops and banks as well as 

numerous cafes, restaurants and pubs. There is a farmers’ market on the first Sunday of every 

month. Wanstead was described in the Times as one of the ten most up-coming London villages and 

as having a really a good community spirit.  

It is an outwardly prosperous residential area that is ethnically diverse but not without some social 

deprivation.  There is a centrally located library and a community centre at Wanstead House offering 

day and evening courses in a variety of topics. Age UK has a day centre and café in the High Street. 

Various groups from exercise classes to bric á brac sales use 

our parish hall. There is also a wide selection of sports clubs 

locally including cricket, rugby, tennis and bowls. Other local 

organisations include Guides, Brownies, Cubs, Beavers etc. 

Wanstead has various surgeries and dental practices and a 

major hospital (with A&E and maternity departments) at 

Whipps Cross, a short distance away. In addition to the Church 

of England, there are Roman Catholic, Methodist, United 

Reformed and Baptist churches, a Synagogue, a Mosque and a Friends Meeting House in the area. 

The City of London Cemetery and Crematorium, Manor Park, is a short drive away. 
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