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Covering Essex and East London, Chelmsford is one of the largest, most diverse and exciting 
dioceses in the Church of England. We are home to more than 3 million people representing almost 

all socio-economic, ethnic and faith groups and a fantastic variety of cultures and traditions.  
 

Our mission is to be a transforming presence in every community, open and welcoming to 
everyone and living out God’s love for all people.  
 

In the short time since I have been Diocesan Bishop, from March 2021, I have witnessed people’s 
great warmth and heard stories about the wonderful things going on in our parishes. 

We are looking for priests who are excited about our mission and excited about leading church 
communities; communities that are demonstrating the love of Christ in word and action, looking 
outwards to the needs of the world and sharing the good news of the gospel. 

 
Of course, like many dioceses in the Church of England we face significant challenges. The 

decrease in national subsidy that helps us to pay clergy stipends has left us with a significant 
annual deficit that we must deal with. At the same time, we have a large number of vacant clergy 
posts that we have struggled to fill. Across the Church of England, church attendance has been in 

decline as has financial giving. In Essex and East London we also have some of the largest areas 
of population growth in the country where our challenge is to establish new and vibrant Christian 

communities. And of course, we do not yet fully understand the long-term impact of the Covid-19 
Pandemic. 
 

For these reasons and others, I sense the whole Church of God is at this current time in a liminal 
season when we cannot clearly see the future and we don’t quite know what it will look like. It is 

in this context that I am starting my ministry as Bishop of Chelmsford. My plan is to listen, learn 
and discern with others what the best way forward is for our Church. To ensure that we build on 
the great work that is taking place in many of our churches and worshipping communities and to 

enable us to change and adapt where we need to.  I do so in the knowledge that the Church has 
faced profound challenges in the past and I do so with faith that when we open ourselves up to 

being changed and transformed, we are best placed to serve God and God’s people.  
 
Any new priest joining us in the Diocese of Chelmsford does so at a time of challenge, a time of 

change and most significantly a time of hope for our Church in this most diverse and exciting of 
dioceses.  

 
+Guli 
Bishop of Chelmsford 

 
 

 
 

THE DIOCESE:  
A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP GULI 
 



  

- 3 - 

A Message from the Area Dean. 

 
The Maldon and Dengie deanery lies to the east side of Chelmsford and nestles between two 

rivers: the Blackwater to the north and the Crouch to the south.  
Maldon to the north west of the deanery is an ancient town with significant historical links to be 
explored, while the Dengie peninsula traces its history and name from the Saxons.  It was on 

the east coast of the Dengie peninsula near to Bradwell that St. Cedd arrived at the invitation of 
Sigbert II, king of the area and himself baptised, to evangelise the east Saxons and, thus, 

Christianity came to Essex some fourteen hundred years ago.  There is there still a rather 
beautiful chapel which was built on the site of one of the towers of an abandoned roman fort, 
and where services still take place regularly.  

Today, there are twenty-one churches in the deanery serving the population of some sixty-five 
thousand people, with many more families moving into the new developments that surround this 

deanery.  With so much development comes the opportunity to continue the mission set by St. 
Cedd in the seventh century.   
The churches of the deanery have come together to establish Mission and Ministry units in order 

to share resources and events to bring the good news to many more people.  Collectively we are 
able to achieve much more in mission but, also, we share with each other in mutual support and 

prayer.  The Maldon M.M.U. is now in place, and the formation of the Dengie M.M.U. has been 
developing during this year, and will give us two units, working together towards the deanery 

and Diocesan plans. 
The Maldon and Dengie area is a beautiful area within which to live and work, with many public 
footpaths across fields or alongside the rivers; a place where you can see Gods creation all 

around, recharge your batteries, and is a place that beautifully enables a view of changing 
seasons.  

Change comes in perspective too, as families move out from the city for a better lifestyle with 
space and safety and find that they are immersed into a community of people.  Alongside the 
many and varied local businesses, there is a large agricultural community too and, for all of 

these people, services such Harvest and Remembrance, together with Christmas and Easter, 
offer really good opportunities to meet with and serve amongst some really warm people.  

Baptisms, funerals, and weddings, all still form a very important part of the life of the churches 
here and, thus, offer the opportunity to bring the community together.   
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Maldon St Mary with Mundon     Christ Church Latchingdon      St Barnabas  Mayland 

St Mary’s is located at the lower end of Maldon’s High Street, adjacent to the Hythe overlooking 

the Blackwater estuary.  Christ Church is within the rural village of Latchingdon, south east of 

Maldon.  Mayland and Maylandsea have grown together to form a large village located on the 

banks of the River Blackwater and St Barnabas is located at the top of Mayland Hill.                       

To nurture the union of the three diverse communities will require commitment and 

vision from a priest who can manage the logistics of communication and leadership 

whilst supporting and respecting the independence of each of the parishes.                                                                   

St Mary’s has a long-standing tradition of catholic worship based on the Mass and are looking for 

a priest in the inclusive catholic tradition.                                                                          

Christ Church and St Barnabas offer worship in the central Anglican tradition. 

The future will be challenging both to a new priest and to each of the parishes, but we are 
looking forward to the rewards which will come as we work and grow independently and 
together. The churchwardens have shared hopes for what the new circumstance will offer on this 

journey of faith. 
During Interregnum Christ Church and St Barnabas have tried to sustain their usual service 

pattern with assistance from local retired clergy and from lay members of their PCCs.   
Our vision is:                                                                                                        

• that we are a presence in each of our communities. 

• to grow our congregations younger through our junior choir, through our work with 
schools and messy church. 

• to hear God’s word of encouragement to engage with our communities and offer them his 
hope. 

• to use all our buildings across the three parishes for wider community engagement. 

To nurture the union of the three parishes requires the commitment and vision 

of a priest who: 
• has good knowledge of theology, liturgy and appreciates different styles of worship.          
• can relate to the communities with empathy, kindness, consideration and respect. 

• is approachable, pioneering and committed to being visible in the three parishes and              

to the Diocese’s vision to be a transforming presence. 
• is confident and fair in leadership and communication. 

• can work with and motivate those of different church backgrounds and engage in the 
wider communities.  

• has energy, drive and a sense of humour. 

We are looking for a priest: 

• who can work cohesively with the three Parochial Church Councils. 
• to critically and actively work with the three PCCs to achieve the parishes’ individual goals 

as the communities’ work to come together. 
• who will identify and nurture the talents of the members of the congregation in the service 

of the Gospel; lead and unite them in their journey of faith. 

• to conduct worship confidently with acknowledgement of the traditions of each of the 
parishes. 

• to actively promote positive stewardship campaigns. 
• to be alongside the Director of Music at St Mary’s as he works to grow the talents, 

repertoire, and membership of the choirs. 
• to nurture and encourage families and young people whilst respecting and acknowledging 

the feelings and needs of the older generation. 
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We can offer our priest: 

• the support of three resilient parishes  

• PCC members who are committed to working with the new priest to develop the spiritual 
life within the parishes 

• dedicated lay members, others from the congregations and the wider communities 
• technology to support communication via zoom and the livestreaming of services and 

events. 
• Churchwardens who despite the difficulty of covid-19 restrictions have begun to build 

good communication between the parishes and who look forward to working 

constructively with each other in the future 

 
Maldon is an attractive town, in the county of Essex, situated on the Blackwater Estuary with 

a population of approximately 15,000.   It regularly features in national surveys of the top ten 
places to live in the country.  At the present time there is significant house building to south of 
the town. The town is served by two parishes of All Saints’ and St Mary’s.  Both churches are 

Grade 1 listed.  All Saints’ is the civic church situated in the High Street and of the central 
Anglican tradition.   St Mary’s Church is a riverside parish, known locally as the “Fishermen’s 

Church”.   The churches do work together, share services, study groups and the Marriage 
Preparation Day.                                                                                                                                           
 

By contrast, St Mary’s is in a more explicitly inclusive catholic tradition with its main service 
being the Parish Mass. In 2020 the much-awaited renewal project began with the building of a 

gallery at the west end of the church and installation of a new pipe organ. The re-ordering of the 
church to make it a more flexible space for modern liturgy and more accessible for community 
groups is on the St Mary’s PCC agenda for 2021. An Architect and Project Development Advisor 

have been appointed. 
The Church is involved with Churches Together in Maldon which is a forward-looking 

organization including a successful Open the Book project in local schools. The person appointed 
will also work with the two other stipendiary priests in the Maldon Mission and Ministry Unit. One 
colleague is responsible for All Saints with St Peter, Maldon, the four churches of the Heybridge 

benefice and the other for the villages surrounding Maldon. Morning Prayer is shared once a 
week and there is a monthly working breakfast.                              
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Who we are:                            ST. MARY’S PARISH  MALDON 

“St Mary’s stands in the catholic tradition of the Church of England. Here we try to practice the 
generous Gospel of Jesus Christ. Together we are exploring a way of living which is inspired by 

joyful worship and takes seriously the interior life. We embrace the challenges of peace-making 
both globally and locally. Welcome to this inclusive community of health and healing”          

St Mary’s parish enjoys its locality in Church Street, close to the Hythe Quay and Promenade 

Park and just a short walk from the centre of town. The Church is an 11th century Grade 1 listed 

building with a closed churchyard. Its location, charm and enduring strength inspires the work of 

many artists and photographers. The locals and visitors enjoy the Prom Park’s facilities, the 

splash park in summer, open spaces perfect for family fun and much more. Maldon mud is a rich 

feeding ground for an ever-changing bird population and attracts hundreds to enter the annual 

Mud Race which raises funds for numerous charities. The Blackwater river path leads to a statue 

of Ealdorman Brythnoth commemorating the Battle of Maldon 991. The distinguished local 

sculptor John Doubleday also produced a bronze sculpture for St Mary’s Memorial Garden in 

2020.  

During its 900 years, St Mary’s has seen many changes.  One of the most significant in recent 

times is the addition of the Octagon and link in 1992.  The extension offers an octagonal 

meeting room, choir room, office, fully functional kitchen and spacious lobby.    With the 

construction of a gallery and installation of a new pipe organ at the west end of the Church in 

2020 we are now looking forward to developing the interior of the church to create a warm and 

accessible spiritual space for all.  Our visitors’ book is testament to how highly St Mary’s is held 

in the memories and hearts of many.  

The church building is structurally in good order.  However, the 2017 Quinquennial Inspection 

identified concerns about some of the stonework both inside and outside the building.  We are in 

communication with the recommended stonemason and plan to complete maintenance this year. 

Maldon Primary and Pre-school share the site of the Plume Academy’s Mill Road Campus which 
provides secondary education for year 7 and year 8 (12- and 13-year-olds). The Upper School 
and Sixth form are sited in the Parish of All Saints. Housing in the most part ranges from mid-

19th century to modern day. There is a lot of social housing with a noted area of social 
deprivation which has led to Churches Together in Maldon initiating and managing an active food 

bank in the parish. 
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Local bus routes serve the town and residents travel regularly from their homes to the outlying 

supermarkets, retail park, medical facilities, schools, the High Street, surrounding villages and 
towns. Car journeys to the City of Chelmsford and to Colchester are made easier with the 

provision of Park and Ride facilities. 

 

At St Mary’s the Mass is celebrated according to catholic tradition with vestments and incense to 

capture the mystery of God’s presence among us in the sacrament.   The liturgy is enhanced by 

the singing of our choir, led by our salaried Director of Music.  Meeting the Lord in the sacrament 

empowers us to take the word of God out into the community.  

The Diocesan Course in Christian Studies has been held at St Mary’s led by the Priest in Charge.  

Emmaus groups, bible study and discussion sessions are held monthly and are well attended.  In 

February 2020 we introduced the first ever Alpha course at the church. The course, halted by 

the pandemic was reinstated and completed via zoom.  In many ways St Mary’s is not a typical 

Anglo Catholic Parish and for the last twelve years or so has been a church on a pilgrimage often 

faltering, sometimes strong.   

 

                          

 

The Director of Music volunteers in a local primary school and this contact has resulted in the 

formation of a new junior choir.  These young people have brought fresh vitality to the church 

and together with our young server have formed the basis of a Junior Church group who meet 

during the mass. 

St Mary’s Church provides a peaceful space where one can light a candle and pray in a quiet, 

safe and healing place on any day. Its historic features are described in the available church 

guide. 

• We have 71 on the electoral roll – 41 non-resident. 

• Each Sunday at 10.0 am our main Parish Mass is held with an average attendance of 58 

adults and 8 children. 
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The Octagon 

The Octagon is a versatile, comfortable space used frequently for social and fundraising 

events, meetings of the church and other organisations, including Harbour Meeting Point 

(Maldon CVS), Replenish UK, yoga group, quiet days, Mothers’ Union, St John’s Guild, Art 

exhibitions and as a rehearsal room and venue during the annual Maldon Arts Festival which is 

arranged and managed by our Director of Music. 

A highlight on St Mary’s community calendar is the annual Festival of Flowers usually held on 

the first weekend in August which may coincide with the town’s Carnival.    

Representatives from St Mary’s serve on the committees of Maldon Christian Aid, Maldon 

Refugee Response Group, Maldon Heritage Committee and the Thomas Plume Trustees.  An 

established Fairtrade shop in the Octagon is supported by the congregation and the church.     

The church community supports various charities including Christian Aid, the MacMillan Nurses 

The Children’ Society and Poppy Appeal.  A Coffee Morning is held on the first Saturday in the 

month as is the wedding and baptism surgery.      

The Church has a spiritual simplicity that is peaceful and welcoming. The Octagon 

provides a perfect venue for individual hire with views across the estuary.  Baptisms are very 

popular with the congregation and usually held on the first Sunday of the month.  St Mary’s 

15th century stone font will be restored and positioned in the baptistry when the new flooring 

is laid. 

Funeral ministry is important to the Parish.   Church services are held followed by cremation at 

the Chelmsford Crematorium or burial at Maldon Cemetery.   St Mary’s has a closed 

churchyard, but the Memorial Garden was established in 2018 for the burial of ashes.  

 

                                                       

 

St Mary’s Church Music                                                                                                                              

The choir has 22 adult members and 13 juniors. It leads the worship each Sunday with a fully 

choral Mass setting.  The choir’s enormous repertoire ranges from early polyphony e.g. Fogliano 

and Tavener to contemporary composers such as Jonathan Dove.  A new Mass setting by Gabriel 

Jackson has been commissioned to celebrate the arrival of the new organ. 

The annual liturgical performance of Bach’s St John Passion each Good Friday is accompanied by 

a professional baroque orchestra and since it started in 2012 attended by the former Bishop of 

Chelmsford until 2019.  For Easter 2021 to work within the restrictions imposed to manage 

Covid-19 we held a Good Friday Evening Service to include Pergolesi: Stabat Mater.  
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St Mary’s Choir has sung in cathedrals, churches and chapels around the country including 

Carlisle, Truro, St David’s. St Edmundsbury, Westminster Abbey, St George’s Chapel Windsor.   

Annual foreign tours include Italy, Germany, France and USA.  The Church has an excellent 

reputation for the nurturing and the coaching of organ and choral scholars. This year one of our 

organ scholars has been awarded a place at the Guildhall and the other a place to read music at 

Durham.    

 

Carlisle Cathedral August 2019 

St Mary’s Organ                                                                                                                                      

A twelve-year project to replace a redundant organ came to fruition in 2020 when a pipe organ 

built by Klais Orgelbau was installed, one of six in the UK.  It forms a major part of our 

education programme for young organists.   The installation of the organ on a new gallery is the 

first phase of the renewal project which will improve accessibility, heating, lighting and sound to 

ensure that the Church will be a welcoming, functional and spiritual place for future generations.   

Our aim is for St Mary’s to grow into a Spiritual centre for health, healing and wellbeing. 
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Gospel and Modern Life Group 

With the focus on re-ordering and re-imagining the church building it was felt that the spiritual 

life of St Mary’s community needed to keep pace with the changes. The Gospel and Modern Life 

Group formerly the Mission and Ministry Committee was launched attracting a younger 

membership. They meet to reflect on the meaning of fundamental Christian realities and report 

to the PCC what has been learnt and to present proposals that could take St Mary’s forward in 

mission and ministry. 

 

St Mary’s Clergy:  

• a locally deployed self-supporting Priest in Charge; former reader of the parish; willing to 

assist with the future ministry.  

• an associate priest; former incumbent; lecturer at St Mellitus College  

• 1 retired priest with PTO:  member of the choir; assist with the liturgy. 

• An authorised local preacher 

 

We publish a Mission Action Plan each September which is available on the website.  The 

following priorities were achieved in 2020: 

• to develop the website: to ensure communication shared is current and informative:  

to promote ‘what we do’ 

• to ‘grow’ an exciting and attractive children’s ministry   

• to strengthen faith and attract others to the church for worship and community events   

(Alpha course started February 2020 x 20 people) 

• to develop and implement the renewal project in support of the church and 

community. 

 

St Mary’s PCC has paid the parish share in full for the last 5 years. An important goal is to raise 

the level of giving to support the day to day running of the church.  A stewardship campaign was 

launched February 2021.   The purchase of the (pipe) organ and gallery has depleted our capital 

funds.  An appeal for phase 2 of the renewal project has been launched and a Project 

Development Advisor engaged.  The Church is the recipient of a bequest and the sale of the 

property left to us is now completed.  

The 2021/22 Parochial Church Council was elected in May 2021.  PCC and its Committees meet 

in the present circumstance using the parish zoom.  They include Renewal, Finance, Pastoral, 

Leadership and Social. 

 

PATTERN OF SERVICES FOR ST MARYS 

Sunday Services   10.00am Sung Mass (except 1st Sunday in month) 

      6.00pm Full Choral Evensong (1st Sunday) 

1st Sunday in month 10.00am All Age Mass 

Rosary devotion is held on the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
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Weekday Services 

Mon, Wed, Thurs      08.30  Morning Prayer; ministers and people of other denominations attend 

Tues                       10.00   Mass 

We walk the Stations of the Cross in lent and observe the traditional Holy Week devotions. 

 

Covid-19 restrictions are followed. Safe distancing, masks are worn, hands are sanitized. 

Sunday and Tuesday Mass:  held in church and livestreamed 

Evening Prayer:  livestreamed from Church or home 

Morning Prayer: to be reinstated in September 2021. 

 

    Commemoration of Saints Days are shared with All Saints 

 

 

Designed in 1991 to mark the Millennium of the Battle of Maldon 

 

 

Covid-19  

Once lockdown lifted and the law allowed the Eucharist was reintroduced and continues to be 

celebrated in St Mary’s on Sundays at 10.00 am and Tuesdays at 10.00 am.   Livestreaming of 

Evening Prayer and Sunday Mass began in March 2020 and continues to be viewed by many 

through St Mary’s website, Facebook Page and YouTube. Throughout the lockdowns and 

restrictions St Mary’s has kept in touch with those not on the internet by telephone and 

delivering the weekly bulletin, which is also available on the website and circulated via email.  

Choir Practice, Alpha Course, Training and meetings have been conducted via Zoom. 

St Mary’s Priest in Charge the Reverend John Dickens’ license has been extended by the Bishop             

of Bradwell until December 2021 or until a new incumbent is appointed, whichever is the sooner. 
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Christ Church stands in the heart of the village.  The decorative order of the church is good 

with some beautiful stain glass windows, including two William Morris windows. Christ Church 
has good links with the school which is part of the Vine Trust.  The school has a pupil led worship 
group and Christ Church offers regular visits by pupils and staff for services.   We take pride in 

supporting the school anyway we can, which includes offering s Christingle Service each year.  
Some of the congregation are also involved with other activities; Mother’s Union, park runs, 

Youth Bowling Club, LADS (local drama group), Book Club and U3A. 

 

   

 

The churchyard is one mile from the church, on a ridge overlooking the village and affording 
beautiful views.  It is much loved and carefully preserved and adjoins the redundant St Michael’s 

Church.  St. Michael’s is now a private home and there are excellent relations with the owners.  
At Christ Church itself there is a Garden of Remembrance for the interment of ashes. 

 

Who we are: 

 
CHRIST CHURCH  

LATCHINGDON 
 

Our fresh expressions initiatives offer quarterly 
Messy Church sessions which is held in the 

parishes village hall and for all ages. 

We use the hall and also have sessions on the 
playing fields, especially in good weather ending 
each session eating a meal and worship.  

We have a knitted Holy Family that travels 
around the area before finishing their journey at 
Christ Church on Christmas Eve:  a tradition 

started by the Mother’s Union a very long time 
ago and continued by Messy Church. 
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Our commitment: 

• two churchwardens 

• PCC – two churchwardens, 1 elected representative to the Deanery Synod, 
one elected School Governor, five elected members 

• A PCC appointed Safeguarding and Health & Safety Officer 
• four Eucharistic Assistants, one Sidesperson 

• a rota is in place to manage the: cleaning, flower arranging, refreshments 
after services 

• fundraising Committee 

 
Every quarter we publish the ‘Parish Pages’ magazine. The A5 publication is free and 

delivered to every home within the village and when possible to those on the outskirts.  

It not only includes vital information on the church and all its news but also articles for 
the Parish Council, Primary School, Pre-school, local Police and other local organizations 

plus advertising opportunities for the local businesses. 
 

Charities are supported regularly and include:  The Children’s Society, Cancer Research 
UK, The Roberts Family Home (mainly the fresh produce from Harvest), The Dengie 

Food Bank (rest of produce from Harvest and through a reverse advent at Christmas.  
We also sponsor a family in Kenya through Action Aid. 

 
 

        
 
 
Parish Life 

Latchingdon is within the Dengie Peninsular, a delightful rural area facing the North Sea and 

flanked by the rivers Crouch and Blackwater, which together attract many sailing enthusiasts 
and tourists into the district. Our population is approximately 1.500 and we deliver our Parish 

Pages Newsletter to around 500 homes. The village is part of the overall district plan for new 
housing, 54 of which were recently completed.  A much smaller build is in progress and a further 
development commencing soon; which includes plans for a new village hall and sports pavilion.  

Historically the land was the principal source of employment, but now large numbers make the 
daily commute to work in the surrounding areas.   

During Easter, we display arrangements of lillies in 

memory of loved ones and we have approx 60                                 
We have 60-70 displayed throughout the church. 

A list of those remembered are placed on the Altar. 
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The village of Latchingdon has a petrol station and repair shop, newsagents, post office, a 

general store, Chinese take-away and a public house. Two small unit industrial estates are 
located on the outskirts of the village. Latchingdon boasts a football team. The village hall is a 

popular venue for local groups such as, Corral Country Music Club (holds monthly dances), 
martial arts and dog training clubs. The Jacks Centre, renown for Indoor Bowling and they have 
an events room they hire and it includes slimming and U3A groups. 

 

The Church Building 

        

 

Services  

We have a loyal small choir which practices once a week and an organist.  The hymns are mostly 
taken from Mission Praise. Refreshments are served after the service to help further fellowship. 

• Sunday                   10.00 am    Communion for All (sung) or Service of the Word 

• Ash Wednesday         7.00 pm    Spoken Communion 
• Maunday Thursday     7.00 pm    Spoken Communion 

• Good Friday      2.00 pm    An hour by the Cross 
• Harvest    10.00 am    Harvest Festival 
• Carol Service             7.00 pm    Nine Lessons and Carols (mulled wine & mince pies) 

• Christmas Eve           5.00 pm  Crib Service 
• Christmas Day         10.30 am    Communion for All with Carols   

Anyone who wishes to visit the church outside of services times for private prayer and reflection 

can do so by contacting one of the churchwardens to arrange. 
 

 
 
 

 

Christ Church was granted Grade II listed building 

status in January 2020. Built in 1856 of Kentish Rag, 
the Church has served the community in all stages of 

village life: in worship, baptism, weddings, funerals and 
as a quiet place to reflect, to pray and to worship. 

The decorative order of the Church is very good.  

More recently the belfry was cleared, a number of 

shingles replaced on the spire and replacement of a few 
roof tiles.  

The churchyard is one mile from the Church at St 
Michael’s with the Garden of Remembrance for the 

internment of ashes at Christ Church. 
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Remembrance Day – the Village War Memorial is embedded within the church wall.  
The annual service is held in the Church which is lovingly decorated with uniforms, letters, 

medals, war stories, newspapers of the time, and other artefacts from all conflicts.                                                                                                                      
 
During the Remembrance Day service poppy crosses are laid in a portable Garden of 

Remembrance.  On average 20 wreath bearers attend from local businesses, village 
organizations and those who lay a wreath in remembrance of a loved one. 

 
Members of the congregation donate a large Christmas Tree for Advent.  Our Crib Service on 
Christmas Eve is a highlight for many, with a live nativity scene is created by the children.  

Also, money bags hung on the beautifully decorated tree by the congregation and all monies 
donated are sent to Cancer Research UK. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Finance 

Electoral Roll 2020:  18 of which 7 are non-residents 

Christ Church has a small congregation and has not been able to pay the allotted Parish Share  
in recent years.  We aim to pay a regular monthly payment of £600, which is approximately          

55%-60% of the Share, but on occasions have not been able to manage that.  Annual payments 
have ranged between £4,800 and £6,000 in the last few years. 

 

The Quinquennial Report has identified some £30,000 to £40,000 of essential works that are 

needed to be done to maintain the Church in good repair.  Up until the restrictions were imposed 
to combat the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020 the PCC held fund raising events to help finance this 

expenditure.    We now have a robust process of applying for grants and faculties.  The PCC of 
Christ Church recently sold some shares that were held in Trust, allowing us some restricted 
funds that will be used for the works at St Michael’s Churchyard and Christ Church. 

 

Covid-19 

During the pandemic lockdowns, the churchwardens instigated worship, with support from local 
clergy, via zoom.  We pre-recorded parts of our Crib Service in Church to include the Advent 
Wreath, Nativity Scene and the Christmas Tree.  The recording was played via Zoom during the 

Crib Service.  Those who were unable to join us on Zoom were provided with worship booklets to 
use at home.   

As we were unable to actively hold Messy Church sessions, we created and distributed 80 Messy 

Church craft activity bags during Christmas and Easter. 
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Who we are     ST BARNABAS CHURCH  MAYLAND 

                                                                                  

 

St Barnabas is located just a short drive from the residential area of the village of Mayland. The 

Church is sited at the top of Mayland Hill.  There are spectacular views of the neighbouring farms 
and fields.  The Church is nestled in a well-kept churchyard and many visitors return purely for 

the peace and serenity of its surroundings.  The Church building is just over 150 years old and 
recently celebrated the completion of a new roof. 
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In addition to the Church, we enjoy the benefits of a chapel which is situated in the heart of the 

village surrounded by shops and houses.  The chapel is part of The St Barnabas Family 
Centre that is popular for weekly clubs, events and the Mayland Baptist Church.  The Centre 

hosts many fundraising events including the very popular Community Café.    

 

 

 

Our commitment: 

• two churchwardens 
• Parochial Church Council consists of two churchwardens, one of whom is the 

elected representative to the Deanery Synod and three other elected 

members 
• two Eucharistic Assistants and one Sidesperson 

• Friends of St Barnabas Church, fundraising Committee – five members 
• St Barnabas Family Centre has a caretaker who also manages the hire of the 

hall ec. 

 
Parish Life 
 

Traditionally our annual Flower Festival takes place in June.   Talented people from Mayland 
and the surrounding villages fill the Church with glorious floral creations.  The Festival is well 
supported and is our biggest fundraising event. As well as admiring the beautiful arrangements, 

people come to meet friends whilst sharing a cup of tea and piece of cake. 

 

 
 

St Barnabas Family Centre is an important community building that is used regularly by the 
Brownies, an established over 50’s group, other local clubs and organizations.  The Mayland 
Baptist congregation use it on Sunday mornings and the Centre also offers opportunities for joint 

services. The Chapel is separated from the main hall by a glass partition. 

 
The St Barnabas Family Centre hosts the Community Café each Friday between 10 am and 12 
noon. Of course, we haven’t been able to open during the Covid-19 lockdowns. The weekly quiz 

is popular and a great source of fun where everyone creates massive hints to help others or to 
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blatantly tell the answers. Local artists share the space to work on individual projects. We have 

a community mural named ‘Mayland Past and Present’ and visitors are encouraged to have a 
‘dabble’ and contribute to the project.  The energetic can play table tennis and darts or you can 

find a good read in the book corner. The occasional bring and buy table is popular and 
refreshments are served throughout the session.  This year we are planning to create a 
vegetable patch and perhaps install a greenhouse to sow and grow, in the south facing rear 

garden.  The Café offers a drop in facility for 25-30 members together with companionship and 
support for those who seek it. 

The Village 

Despite Mayland not having a direct rail link many residents work in London and the 

surrounding towns. An important layer within the community include the older long term 
residents who built the community institutions during the past half century and who are now 

retired.  Another important layer is the young families with school age children.   

The thriving pre-school nursery is linked to the modern Maylandsea Primary School which is a 
local authority community school.  Secondary school aged children travel beyond the village to 
senior schools in the surrounding areas, with some travelling further afield to the grammar 

schools in Chelmsford, Colchester, Westcliff or Southend. 

Mayland’s Recreation Ground provides space and facilities for many; skate park, children’s 
playground, football pitches, areas for dog walking.  The village enjoys riverside boundaries; two 

sailing clubs and a working marina. 

 

The Church Building 

St Barnabas Church was built in 1867 in upper Mayland at the top of Mayland Hill 
overlooking Maylandsea Bay and the whole of lower Mayland and Maylandsea. 

St Barnabas replaced a medieval church which was sited nearby. The Church is in good 

decorative order and has several beautiful stain glass windows.  It is a pretty church that is 
located in an area of quiet beauty. 

 

Services 

Sunday      11.00 am        Communion for All using Common Worship or Service of the Word 

During the year we endeavour to provide services to celebrate and commemorate special times.   
Our Remembrance Service is very well attended as are the services at Christmas and Easter.  
Rogation services have been celebrated within the boundaries of our neighbouring farms, 

Harvest and Creationtide are looked forward to. 

 

Finance 

Electoral Roll 2020:  23 

St Barnabas Church has a small congregation and weekly giving is limited.  The Family Centre 
does generate income which supports the running costs of the Church.  Over the last few years 

we have undertaken major works which include electrical works, replacement of guttering, 
replacement of the lightening conductor and have fitted a new roof.  The major work and limited 

income has impacted on the percentage of Parish Share paid in recent years.   
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                                         Accommodation in Maldon 

St Mary’s Rectory is located in Park Drive and is just a short walk from the Church. The                                    

detached property has a large mature garden and is close to bus routes for Chelmsford and  
Colchester. The house offers four bedrooms, two reception rooms, an office and integral garage. 

Maldon has four primary schools, Maldon, Wentworth, All Saints (CofE), St Francis (Catholic) and 
a high achieving Secondary School with Sixth Form. 

At the present time tenants occupy the Rectory. Their contract with the Diocese ends in 2022 

when the property will be returned to St Mary’s. Temporary accommodation will be offered 
whilst the Rectory is prepared for the new incumbent. 

 

 

St Mary’s Church, Mundon 

A redundant Anglican Church located in a remote and picturesque area in the village of Mundon, 

The nave dates from early 14th Century.  St Mary’s Church, Maldon hold an annual service there 
on the Sunday nearest to 8th September, the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

 


