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0.75 FTE Interim Priest in Charge  
of Chipping Ongar, Greensted and Stanford Rivers,  
and lead minister for Moreton and Bobbingworth 

 

 
 

This profile describes the life of five parishes in the west of Essex.  All of them 
are going through a period of transition as, along with neighbouring parishes, 
work is being undertaken to explore the future shape of mission and ministry 
in this part of the Diocese.  This role would suit someone who feels called to 
lead a group of parishes through a period of change, whilst also being excited 
by the opportunity to work with the leader of the Mission and Ministry Unit 
to guide the wider conversations that will take place during the next three 
years.  
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THE DIOCESE: A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP GULI 

 

Covering Essex and East London, Chelmsford is one of the 

largest, most diverse and exciting dioceses in the Church of 

England. We are home to more than 3 million people 

representing almost all socio-economic, ethnic and faith 

groups and a fantastic variety of cultures and traditions.  

Our mission is to be a transforming presence in every 

community, open and welcoming to everyone and living 

out God’s love for all people.  

In the short time since I have been Diocesan Bishop, from March 2021, I have witnessed people’s great 

warmth and heard stories about the wonderful things going on in our parishes. 

We are looking for priests who are excited about our mission and excited about leading church 

communities; communities that are demonstrating the love of Christ in word and action, looking 

outwards to the needs of the world and sharing the good news of the gospel. 

Of course, like many dioceses in the Church of England we face significant challenges. The decrease in 

national subsidy that helps us to pay clergy stipends has left us with a significant annual deficit that 

we must deal with. At the same time, we have a large number of vacant clergy posts that we have 

struggled to fill. Across the Church of England, church attendance has been in decline as has financial 

giving. In Essex and East London we also have some of the largest areas of population growth in the 

country where our challenge is to establish new and vibrant Christian communities. And of course, we 

do not yet fully understand the long-term impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

For these reasons and others, I sense the whole Church of God is at this current time in a liminal season 

when we cannot clearly see the future and we don’t quite know what it will look like. It is in this 

context that I am starting my ministry as Bishop of Chelmsford. My plan is to listen, learn and discern 

with others what the best way forward is for our Church. To ensure that we build on the great work 

that is taking place in many of our churches and worshipping communities and to enable us to change 

and adapt where we need to.  I do so in the knowledge that the Church has faced profound challenges 

in the past and I do so with faith that when we open ourselves up to being changed and transformed, 

we are best placed to serve God and God’s people.  

Any new priest joining us in the Diocese of Chelmsford does so at a time of challenge, a time of change 

and most significantly a time of hope for our Church in this most diverse and exciting of dioceses.  

+Guli 

Bishop of Chelmsford 
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St. Martin’s and St. Peter’s 
Parish Profile 
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Diocese:   Chelmsford 

Deanery:   Epping Forest and Ongar  

Patrons:   Her Majesty the Queen in right of Her Duchy of 

Lancaster; The Lord Bishop of London; Warden, Fellows 

and Scholars of Keble College, Oxford; Guild of All Souls 

Website:   www.stmartinongar.org.uk 
 

In the light of God’s call and our situation here, our vision is: - 
 

To be a growing church, God’s gift to the community 
 

We are an inclusive community of ordinary people drawn together by the love 
of God in Jesus Christ and seeking to serve Him in one another.  
 
We are a united benefice with Greensted-juxta-Ongar, St. Andrew’s and 
Stanford Rivers, St. Margaret’s, of which Reverend Neil Taylor is Associate Priest-
in-Charge. 
 
We are part of the Ongar Mission and Ministry Unit, a group of twelve parishes, 
containing seventeen churches. Discussions are taking place regarding forming 
a Team Ministry although these are early days, and this interim post is part of a 
process for discerning the future pattern of ministry across this area. 
 
Our churches are normally open every day and we love to welcome visitors, 
pilgrims, tourists and those seeking a quiet, restful and spiritual space. 
 
 

We are mainstream Anglican 
 

We aim to carry out our Parish Vision 
 

We are looking for a Priest-in-Charge who will uphold our worshipping 
tradition and help and support us in our efforts to further God’s work in this 

parish
  

St. Martin’s Chipping Ongar with 
  St. Peter’s Shelley 
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WE WOULD LIKE A PRIEST-IN- CHARGE WITH THE 
FOLLOWING ATTRIBUTES 

Confident and Visible 
 
We are seeking a Priest-in-Charge who is secure and confident in their spiritual and personal 
life. Someone who enjoys meeting people, has the ability and faith to nurture, and be visible 
in, the parish. Someone who is comfortable in leading both Eucharistic and non-Eucharistic 
services. 
 
Strengthen Relationships 
 
We need someone who will help us strengthen and maintain the good relationships we have 
with local schools, homes for the elderly, the town council and other organisations in the 
town. 
 
Engage and Grow 
 
We do not expect our Priest-in-Charge to do everything, there is lay participation at the 
services and in pastoral care. Someone who will encourage and help us to engage in new 
things that will help us to grow as a church family and increase the regular church attendance. 
We would also value being assisted in finding ways of building a relationship with the Ongar 
Academy.  
 
Teach and Guide 
 
A person who is willing to teach and improve our understanding of the 
word of God and to advise and support bible study and discussion 
groups. Someone with the skill and passion to help and guide us in 
furthering our mission in the community.  
 
 
Leadership and working with others 
 
We are seeking someone with leadership and organisational skills, which may have been 
gained outside the priesthood, who will promote and help develop the work of lay members 
and who will further foster the good relationship we have with the Churches within our 
MMU. 
We are looking for a priest with sufficient maturity and proven leadership skills to be a 
potential leader for this parish and who is willing to give strong support to the leader of the 
MMU. This role will require use of own transport. 
 
Mutual Support 
 
We offer our firm support and a very warm welcome to whoever God sends to us as our parish 
priest. 
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Chipping Ongar is a very pleasant small 
country commuter town set in Essex 23 
miles from central London. Shelley, which 
lies adjacent is a “seamless” part of the 
town. The parish is a warm and friendly 
place in which to live. The population at 
the last census was 6,420, with further 
housing developments planned. About 
53% of the residents are between the ages 
of 18 and 64, and 24% aged sixty-five and 
over. 
 
The parish is bisected by the A414. To the 
north is Shelley, which has a proportion of 
housing association and council property. 
To the south is Chipping Ongar which has 
mainly owner occupation. There are 
several supported accommodation units 
for the elderly in the parish. A 
development of sixty assisted living 
apartments has been completed in Ongar. 
 

 

Larger towns within easy reach are the city 
of Chelmsford, Harlow and Brentwood. 
These have mainline railway stations. 
Epping is on the Central line of the London 
Underground. Bus services link with these 
towns. Stansted Airport and the M11 and 
M25 are easily accessible. 
 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 
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Chipping Ongar, which is mentioned in the 
Doomsday Book, has a heritage railway 
which is very popular with residents and 
brings a number of visitors to the town and 
St. Martin’s church. Chipping Ongar has 
historical links with David Livingstone and 
Isaac Taylor, an independent minister from 
the nineteenth century, whose daughter, 
Jane, is remembered for writing “Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star”. 
 
There is a sports club, an arts centre, a 
community centre, and a leisure centre.  
 We have many clubs and societies 
covering a variety of interests, e.g., music, 
wildlife, history, art and photography. 

There is a medical centre sited in Shelley 
and there is also a dentist in the High 
Street. Most shops and businesses are in 
Chipping Ongar, including a supermarket, 
convenience stores, a monthly artisan 
market, restaurants and several public 

houses, one of which has recently been 
restored.  
 
The church has good connections with  two 
local primary schools - Ongar Primary 
which has eighty-nine pupils and Chipping 
Ongar County Primary which has 160 
pupils. Both schools visit St. Martin’s 
regularly and celebrate their Harvest 
Festival, Christmas and Easter services 
there. There are three other primary 
schools nearby, Moreton C of E Primary, Dr 
Walker’s C of E Primary and High Ongar 
County Primary. The Ongar Academy, 
situated in Shelley, is the secondary school 
for the Parish. In addition, there are 
secondary schools in Brentwood and 
Epping and grammar schools in 
Chelmsford. 
 

  



8 
 

 
During 2021 one adult member was confirmed and there were two baptisms, no weddings, 
eight funerals and two memorial services conducted. We use Common Worship in all its 
forms. Eucharist vestments are worn at all services of Holy Communion. The Reserve 
Sacrament is kept and taken to the sick and disabled. We encourage people to attend St. 
Martin’s – usually the One Big Family Service, before conducting Baptism services. We pray 
for one of the roads in the parish every week and have been very encouraged by the feedback 
we have received. Our website has details of the weekly services and events held in the parish. 
Morning Prayer is said in St. Martin’s on most days of the week.  
 
Services at St. Martin’s 
 

Day Time Service Average 
Attendance 

1st & 3rd 

Sunday of the 
month 

8:00am Holy Communion. Common Worship 6 

 1st Sunday 
of the month 

10:30am One Big Family for All 
 

29 

Sunday 10:30am Holy Communion. Common Worship 25 

Wednesday 10:00am Holy Communion. Common Worship 10 

 
Attendance at all Festival services are greater than those 
shown above. 
 
Our One Big Family for All service is a 30-minute service 
of hymns, songs and prayers, together with a related 
creative activity which focuses on younger children and 
their families. This is organised by our retired priest, Liz 
Horwell, and we encourage all ages to attend and take 
part. We regard this as a stepping-stone for all on their 
Christian journey.  
 
On the 5th Sunday of month our 10:30 am Parish Eucharist includes the laying on of hands 
and anointing, at which authorised lay members assist. 
 
Many of our Sunday services are complemented by music, usually live organ music played by 
our retired priest, Liz Horwell or, if she is unavailable, by pre-recorded music.  
 
In addition to the Festival Services, our church normally observes Ash Wednesday, and we 
hold services on most days in Holy Week, also on Ascension Day and All Souls. 

THE CHURCH AND ITS PEOPLE 
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Services at St. Peter’s 
 

St. Peter’s is at present operating as a Chapel of Ease 
with the Bishop’s permission. We hold occasional 
services at St. Peter’s. Unfortunately, the church is 
located away from the centre of Shelley and with a 
worshipping congregation of only five, the PCC is actively 
exploring the possibility of closing St. Peter’s. However, 
we still have a very strong commitment in serving this 
part of the Parish. 
 

 
Other Ministers in the Parish 
We have a Licensed Lay Minister, Shirley Dudeney, who assists the clergy and preaches 
regularly at both St. Martin’s and other churches in the MMU. She leads a Zoom BCP morning 
prayer service on a Sunday morning for those who are unable to attend church. Shirley also 
leads Lent and Advent courses and, in conjunction with our Sacristan, Sue King, she offers 
home communion. 
 
We also benefit from the experience and expertise of a retired vicar, Reverend Liz Horwell, 
who leads the One Big Family For All Service on the first Sunday of each month (see above); 
she has also played the organ for our morning worship on a Sunday morning since our regular 
Organist decided not to return after the Covid lock downs. 
 
We have a small team of Servers who assist the Priest at the Eucharist and there is a larger 
team of sides-people who meet and greet people for all our services. 
 
There are currently two Churchwardens, who look after the buildings, fabric and all the other 
aspects of church life at St. Martin’s and St. Peter’s. 
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Porch Pantry was started in the early days 
of the COVID lockdown and centres on St. 
Martin’s where people, and local 
businesses, leave donated food and 
groceries at the church porch and those in 
need in the parish are able to help 
themselves anonymously.  

 
Later in 2020, we were approached by The 
Trussell Trust, who wished to use the 
Church Rooms for their own food bank, 
which is open once a week. 
 
We make the most of occasional contacts 
at festivals, weddings, funerals, baptisms, 
etc., by handing out Soul Food Cards, 
which invite people to discover more by 
signing up to receive bite-sized messages 
and links to support-organisations 

connected to the themes of the service 
that they have just attended. 
 
We strive to safeguard God’s natural 
resources and aspire to working towards 
Eco-Church status in the future. 
 
Prayer Line - involves many in the parish 
and is a regularly updated list of those who 
have asked us to pray for them and it is 
circulated by email. 
 
Bring and Share lunch – a monthly get-
together for our congregation. 

 
A fortnightly Fellowship Group is held for 
Bible Study. 
 
A First Tuesday Group meets once a month 
at one of the local pubs. 
 
We sponsor a child in Africa as part of our 
outreach to the World. 
 
Christmas Craft Group meets in the weeks 
leading up to our annual Christmas Craft 
Market and a wide range of items are 
made for sale at the Market by the 
parishioners, with proceeds going to 
church funds.  
 
Missions and Charities. Special collections 
and events are held throughout the year. 
 
A monthly newsletter is circulated to the 
congregation, primarily by e-mail, but also 
by personal visit for those who do not have 
computer access. 

THE CHURCH AND OUR COMMUNITY 
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The Priest-in-Charge is Chair, and two Churchwardens are ex-officio members of the local 
charity The King’s Educational Trust. An administrator and other professionals support the 
Chairman. The Trust meets four times a year and is an important and influential charity in the 
life of Ongar. It generates its income from property and investments, owning several 
properties in Ongar High Street. Currently sixty students from the parish are receiving grants.  
 
ONGAR CHURCHES TOGETHER 
 

We have excellent relationships with the congregations of the local United Reformed Church 
and St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, both of which are situated in the parish. We work 
together in Churches Together and organise shared Services for the Week of Christian Unity 
and the Good Friday Walk of Witness.  
 
  

THE CHURCH AND OUR COMMUNITY 
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St. Martin’s church is in the centre of 
Chipping Ongar, just off the High Street. It 
is a Grade One listed building dating back 

to Norman times and has several features 
of historic interest. In 2013 we re-ordered 
the chancel by relocating the choir stalls to 
enable us to have a forward-facing altar 
giving greater flexibility for worship. The 
stone high altar was retained. Lighting and 
heating were upgraded and the whole 
building re-decorated. The church 
comfortably seats 136 people. It is used by 

local societies as well as for concerts and 
talks. It is open every day. The churchyard 
is closed and is now the responsibility of 
the Town Council. 
 
St. Peter’s location is situated within the 
curtilage of a farm about two miles from 
the centre of Ongar. Access is via a narrow 
lane. The present building is Grade Two 
listed and was built in 1888 and has many 
of the original fixtures and fittings. The 
church seats 129 and is normally open 
daily. 

The churchyard is open and incorporates a 
Garden of Remembrance. There is also a 
cemetery in Ongar and crematoria in 
Bentley, Harlow and Chelmsford. 

The Church Rooms are adjacent to St. 
Martin’s and located in nearby Castle 
Street. The rooms which comprise a hall 
accommodating eighty people, a 
committee room, kitchen and toilets which 
are maintained in good decorative 
condition.  
 
The Rectory is situated adjacent to the 
High Street between St. Martin’s and St. 
Peter’s and is a four-bedroomed detached 
house with double glazing, central heating 
and solar panels, built in 1984. There is a 
study, lounge, dining-room, utility room, a 
modern fitted- kitchen and a cloakroom on 
the ground floor. There is a detached 
garage for one car and parking for several 
cars in front of the Rectory and a secluded 
garden to the rear of the house. Access is 
via The Shakletons cul-de-sac. 

 

THE CHURCH AND ITS BUILDINGS 
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There is a small but enthusiastic team of 
volunteers who carry out most of the 
routine maintenance for all the church 
buildings. Work is in hand to effect the 
repairs required in the last Quinquennial 
reports for each church.  

 
THE IMPACT OF THE PANDEMIC 
 
As with all organisations, the time since 
March 2020 has been challenging in so 
many ways, but we adapted our physical 
and spiritual access to our services and to 
our church buildings, very promptly. 
 
Within a short space of time, our Sunday 
services were being held via Zoom and a 
recording of the service was added to 
Facebook and YouTube via our website, 
immediately afterwards. This was a steep 
learning curve, but initial teething troubles 
were overcome with a sense of humour 
and an open-minded approach from all 
involved. 
 
From this, a What’sApp group was started 
and continues to flourish, enabling 
members of the congregation to stay 
connected with one another and for the 
people of the Church to react as quickly as 
possible to events of both national and 
local interest and impact. 
 
Another consequence of the pandemic 
was that the Advent and Lent courses 
which would have been held on a face-to-

face basis were made available on Zoom 
with volunteers from the congregation 
recording passages and assisting the 
Priest-in-Charge with the presentation and 
delivery of these courses. 
 
The format of services has also been 
adapted to keep the congregation and 
clergy safe in line with the changing 
legislation and guidance. This has given us 
the opportunity to update the methods of 
presenting the usual weekly services, e.g., 
by projector and screen, including the use 
of pre-recorded music. 
 
The methods of donating have also moved 
online, with use being made of QR codes 
and an electronic card reader both in the 
Church and on the website. Fund-raising 
events, which have previously included 
cinema and quiz evenings, have been 
prohibited or in some cases postponed and 
we hope to re-vitalise these for the future. 
 
We continue to adhere to the guidelines 
and legislation and adjust our inter-action 
and presentation of the usual services and 
our contact with our fellow parishioners. 
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Full details of our accounts are contained in the Financial Statements for 2021 which can be 
accessed on our website www.stmartinongar.org.uk as part of the APCM report. 
 

The 2021 Parish Share of £47,363 was paid in full 
 
The total of funds held at 31 December 2021 was: 
 

Restricted Funds £7,181 
Designated Funds £22,034 

Unrestricted Funds for general 
purposes 

£4,178 

TOTAL £33,393 
 
The PCC continues to review all aspects of our finance and stewardship to enable our 
continuing ministry to the parish. We recognize that certain elements of our income have 
suffered during the last two years due to the closure of the church buildings and the 
restrictions on running fund-raising events, but our members have been very generous in 
giving additional donations which have supported our financial situation. However, we are 
also aware that with falling numbers, significantly increased energy prices and minimal use of 
the Church Rooms, our financial situation will be extremely challenging in the coming year.  
 

PARISH FINANCE 

http://www.stmartinongar.org/
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The Parishes of Greensted and Stanford Rivers 
 

These two parishes are part of the United Benefice of Chipping Ongar, St Martin, Shelley, St Peter, 
Greensted-juxta-Ongar, St Andrew and Stanford Rivers, St Margaret. They are led on an 
autonomous basis by an Associate Priest who has ‘Special Responsibility’ for these two parishes and 
lives in the Rectory in Toot Hill (the main village in the Stanford Rivers parish). 
 
The Benefice is part of the Ongar Mission and Ministry Unit and the Deanery of Epping Forest and 
Ongar. 
 

St Andrew’s, Greensted-juxta-Ongar 
 

 
 

Greensted Church is about 1½ miles from the centre of Ongar, set back from the road with parking 
for the many visitors. The well-marked walkway from the centre of Ongar is part of the Essex Way, 
and goes on to Toot Hill. 

                         
The building 
And what a building! Described in guide books and websites for the area as “amazing” and 
“unmissable”, this is a nationally known church dating back to Saxon times, famous for its antiquity 
as the oldest wooden church in the world, and the oldest stave-built structure in Europe. It is 
moreover a beautiful building in picturesque surroundings; not surprisingly it attracts large 
numbers of visitors from many different countries, providing many with a contact with the 
numinous and a sense of a Christian tradition stretching back unbroken for centuries. It has been 
designated by English Heritage as one of the top ten religious sites in the country, it figures in 
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Simon Jenkins’s book on the best English churches; its services have featured in Ruth Gledhill’s 
column in The Times and on ITV.  
It is relatively small, seating maximum of sixty people. The churchyard is closed to burials but is still 
available for interment of ashes.It has been understandably popular for weddings and baptisms. 
 
The services   
There is a service every Sunday, except fifth Sundays when we join the St Martin’s Chipping Ongar 
congregation. The second and fourth Sunday services of the month are Holy Communion (BCP) at 
9.00am, the first Sunday is Matins and the third Sunday is a recently introduced Celtic Morning 
Prayer, the previous Family Service having died. This pattern is arranged so that the Parish Priest 
can provide holiday cover for their colleague in Chipping Ongar and vice-versa. There are organists 
who play for the services except the Celtic service where recordings are used. Lessons are read 
from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible; the hymn books used are recently purchased 
Ancient & Modern Hymns and Songs. 
 
The people 
 
The parish has a population of 
about 1300 which incorporates 
an estate on the edge of Ongar. 
The electoral roll is 22. In the 
three years before Covid 
lockdown the average 
congregation had grown from 18 
to the mid twenties. Since 
returning to in person worship 
numbers are down to their 
former figure. Many people drive 
from outside the parish to attend 
this lovely church, attracted by 
the history of the building. The 
congregation is mostly elderly 
but there are a few younger families who join us occasionally. There a group of guides for organised 
parties visiting the church, and others provide a visible presence in the church especially on 
Sundays, manning the sales stalls which contribute a great deal to the parish’s financial stability. 
Our social activities are limited by the lack of a parish hall. 
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St Margaret’s, Stanford Rivers 
       

Stanford Rivers church (St. Margaret’s) is situated beside Stanford Rivers Hall, with private housing 
nearby. It is beside the Three Forests Way, with many walkers and cyclists passing through during 
the summer. 
 
The building 
The church dates from about 1150. It has two 
vestries and a gallery. There is a recently installed 
toilet (in the former boiler house),and there are 
plans to reorder the rear of the church to create an 
open space. There has been a project for a major 
rebuilding of the churchyard retaining wall which 
has recently been completed and we are seeking a 
solution to the question of how to make the gallery, 
which has recently been condemned as structurally 
unsound, into a usable space. There is a good 
quality two manual electronic organ; the church has 
excellent acoustics. The churchyard has graves 
dating back to the 18th century, and remains open. 
 
The services 
The previous traditional services having died, there are now only two services per month. These 
services (Morning Worship on the first Sunday and a Service of the Word with Communion on the 
third Sunday) are fairly informal (by Anglican standards) in nature and reflect the congregation that 
the church currently attracts.  
 
The people 

The parish has a population of 739 and the electoral 
roll is 18.  
 
The congregation, apart from a few who have been 
attending the church for many years, are mainly 
young families who are exiles from a former 
Pentecostal sect.  
Particularly since resuming in person services after 
the Covid pandemic, attendance is quite variable 
and can be anything between five and twenty. This 
congregation would mostly consider themselves as 

being in the evangelical / charismatic tradition and there are some with fairly conservative views. 
 
Recently a bible study group has been formed which attracts a good core. Before lockdown we had 
held a couple of evangelistic courses in the local pub. 
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The Parish of Moreton and Bobbingworth 
 

St Mary the Virgin, Moreton 
 
Who we are: 
Vision Statement: In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is to renew and 
improve a sense of community and fellowship based on Christian values.  
 
St Mary's is a 13th century church on the edge of 
the village of Moreton, Essex. We have recently  
joined with the neighbouring parish of St 
Germain's, Bobbingworth to form the Parish of  
Bobbingworth & Moreton. Before the pastoral 
reorganisaton, the PCC of St Mary's was shrinking  
in numbers and did not have a churchwarden. 
The previous few years have been not been easy,  
due to not only covid, but also because of the 
long term sickness and health problems of our 
previous incumbent.  
 
Our church and village are a friendly and supportive community, and we are looking to the future 
with hope for renewal and growth in our church.  
 
The liturgical services in St Mary's includes both modern and traditional formats. There are two  
services a month in the parish – one at St Mary's and one at St Germain's, Bobbingworth.  
Bobbingworth and Moreton Parish is currently part of a joint benefice with the neighbouring  
parishes of Fyfield and Willingale and on a rotating basis the 3 parishes have united each month to  
celebrate Holy Communion and Lay led services together, though currently Fyfield and Willingale are 
being cared for by other clergy from the MMU. 
 
Moreton has a popular Church of England 
(Voluntary Controlled) Primary School that 
benefits from strong links to St Marys church. 
The school supports a number of church 
activities including Easter and Christmas school 
services and at least once termly church visits. 
Our Retired minister from the benefice leads 
worship in assemblies every Tuesday and a 
churchwarden from the Lavers and Matching 
benefice goes into school weekly to help with 
reading, offering a little extra support and 
emotional help. A member of the PCC is on the 
Board of Governors. 
 
Further points of interest: 
• We have a weekly congregation of between 14 and 30 
• There is a good relationship between the church and the other village organisations. 
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• There is a continuing liaison between Moreton Church of England Primary school and the  
church, which promotes mutably beneficial activities between the church members,  
staff, children and parents.  
• There is a 'Friends of St Mary's ' (FOSM) who help to maintain the church building. 
• Church members work with neighbouring parishes and our sister benefice, The Lavers &  
Matching to discover new ways to extend Christ's work in the area. 
 
Our Passions 
Our passion is that our church should provide a focus for a spirit of open fellowship and care  
amongst all those residing in the village. We would like to be perceived as a supportive, safe and  
nurturing church.  
 
We would like to see more young people and children involved in church life. Our worship  
approach should be accessible for all. 
 
The Future 
Among our hopes for the future are; 
• Working to maintain and develop with other local parishes as part of a team ministry and  
collaborating together for joint enterprises. 
• We would like to maintain our monthly service(s) at St Mary's (& St Germain's) and that it 
be joyful and full of life. 
• To maintain and develop our close working relationship with Moreton Church of England Primary 
School. 
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The Church of St Germain , Bobbingworth 
 

Vision Statement: In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is to renew and 
improve a sense of community and fellowship based on Christian values 
 
Our Parish 
Our Parish of Bobbingworth is located 
between Chipping Ongar and North Weald. 
We are 11 miles from the county town of 
Chelmsford. Our environment is an 
attractive rural landscape. There is a golf 
course and a nature park in the parish. We 
have a small scattering of businesses 
including Ashlyn’s Organic Farm shop and 
café and children’s play space. Also located 
in our parish is a beautiful wedding venue 
at Blake Hall. Our community is small with 
a population of approximately 280. There is 
a local Church of England primary school in 
our neighbouring parish of Moreton. 
 
Our church is a small 16th century building with later additions with boxed pews seating about 100 
people. We have few facilities (although we do have a toilet!) and we are the smallest church 
building in the benefice. We have a keen group of bell ringers who ring at each service.  Until this 
last year we have always met our parish share in full. We have made regular efforts to improve 
parish giving with limited success. 
 
Our church family  
We are a friendly group of people 
consisting of young families and older 
generations. We have created a relaxed 
and informal atmosphere and everyone 
particularly enjoys a chance to chat at our 
after service refreshments. Great 
friendships have been forged through 
attendance at Church. We have two long 
standing church wardens. Currently we 
have one Holy Communion service a 
month. Our numbers have fallen 
considerably since the Covid pandemic to 
approximately 20 people at each service. 
Some couples who are holding their wedding reception at Blake Hall choose St Germain’s for their 
marriage ceremony and attend our church for 6 months prior to their wedding day which is always 
a great joy for us. Music plays an important role and we have a regular organist who is also Choir 
Director of the Four Parishes Christmas Choir. We continue to encourage the congregation to 
participate in the services by reading the lessons.  
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Our community 
Prior to the Covid pandemic we had an active village community who raised funds for our church. 
We held a popular summer fete in August and barn dance in the spring. Our rogation service has 
usually been held at a local farm and our Christmas Eve service was attended by people from all 
over the area. Our first post Covid event is a Harvest lunch at the magnificent Blake Hall Barns.  
 
Our future hopes 
We want to continue to work closely with other churches in our benefice. In January 2021 we 
became one parish entity, joined with St Mary’s Moreton. We need to continue to pool our 
resources and would like to see closer links forged with Moreton C of E Primary School. We would 
like to see our services bustling and vibrant again with joint activities for our young and old alike.  
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The Deanery of Epping Forest and Ongar 
 

The communities of Chipping Ongar, Greensted, Stanford Rivers, Moreton and Bobbingworth are part of the 

Epping Forest and Ongar Deanery, which is broadly co-terminus with the area covered by Epping Forest District 

Council. 

Figure 1 - EPPING FOREST AND ONGAR DEANERY 

(NB the Deanery does not include Nazeing, Roydon, Sheering) 

 

The deanery, following Diocesan policy, has developed three smaller Mission and Ministry Units (MMU), and 
these communities are part of the Ongar Mission and Ministry Unit which contains the following parishes: 

Blackmore St Laurence and Stondon Massey St Peter and St Paul 

Chipping Ongar St Martin with Shelly St Peter 

Greensted Juxta Ongar St Andrew and Stanford Rivers St Margaret 

Fyfield St Nicholas 

Moreton St Mary the Virgin and Bobbingworth St Germain 

Willingale St Christopher with Shellow and Berners Roding 

High Laver All Saints with Magdalen Laver St Mary Magdalen with Little Laver St Mary the Virgin 

Matching St Mary with Matching Green St Edmund 

High Ongar St Mary the Virgin with Norton Mandeville All Saints  

Blackmore and 
Stondon Massey  

Greensted  
juxta Ongar 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Civil_Parishes_in_Epping_Forest_District.png
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The lead minister for the MMU is Revd Sam Brazier-Gibbs who is the incumbent at Blackmore and Stondon 

Massey.  You can read more about the life of the MMU elsewhere in this profile. 

We have developed a self-understanding of the Deanery as a Mission Agency of the Church, rather than simply 

as a unit of governance.  Taking the five marks of mission as our starting point, we have asked what additional 

value the Deanery can offer the local parish churches as they work out their own place in the wider mission of 

God.  For example, Deanery Confirmations are one of the ways we support the nurture of Christians, and our 

engagement with other District facing organisations (Local Council, Police etc) offers further opportunities to 

respond to human need by loving service.  All Deanery Synod meetings (three a year) relate to one of these 

five marks of mission. 

The Deanery also has two Lay Ministry Enablers who serve our gather together our licensed and authorised 

ministers, along with any serving in the neighbouring Harlow Deanery which forms the other half of the Harlow 

Archdeaconry.  We also have a Lay Training Hub which offers a range of learning opportunities through the 

year, and which is overseen by one of the clergy of the Deanery. 

Chapter meets bimonthly at lunchtime, and we rotate the day and the venue to enable as many clergy as 

possible to be able to attend.   It is one of the many blessings of serving in this area that so many of the clergy 

give priority to this meeting, and this has ensured that Chapter is a place of mutual support and 

encouragement. 

The deanery looks forward to welcoming the new Priest. 

 

Revd Canon Lee Batson 

Area Dean 

May 2022 
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The Ongar Mission and Ministry Unit 

The clergy and PCCs from the Ongar MMU have been exploring how best we can work together. Psalm 133 
has been a key passage in our thinking.  
 
“How good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in unity! It is like the precious oil 
poured on the head, running down on the beard, on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his robes. It is as 
if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forever 
more” 
  
We are committed to collaborative ministry across our 17 churches and have explored the following 
concepts; 
  
• Unity - we believe ministry will be stronger and better resourced working together. 
  
• Work - we believe unity and combined ministry is worth our effort so that we may be united in love as the 
body of Christ across the Ongar MMU 
  
• World - the world urges us to compete and compare with our nearest neighbours, not just in business but 
in vocational settings too, places such as schools and hospitals compete against one another. We want the 
church to be different, we want to work together and resource one another so that we and other people 
may know Christ. 
  
• Service - we are convinced that the whole body of Christ is called to service. We desire to work together to 
serve our churches and our communities.   
  
• Visibility - our desire is to be a visible and tangible presence in each of our communities in order that 
people may recognise God at work. 
  
• Mission - we believe that these concepts put into action will enrich and empower the mission of the 
church.  
   
The MMU takes seriously the importance of belonging to a particular place, rooted in a geographical church 
community and building and being under the care of a particular person. It also encourages wider 
connection, networks built around interests, age groups and experiences. Both of these approaches to 
church life are effective methods of growth and outreach. 
  
With our 17 churches working together convinced that the life, worship and mission of the church in the 
Ongar MMU can flourish. 
  
So we would welcome a colleague who is; 

• Dedicated to working together in a clergy team 

• An encourager of lay ministry 

• Committed to discerning and raising vocations 

• Willing to use their passions and gifts to resource the wider area 

• Willing to embrace new and different expressions of church and ministry. 

Rev. Samantha Brazier-Gibbs (MMU lead designate) 
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May 2022 


