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An Introduction to the Benefice
The benefice is made up of the three parishes of St Paul’s Bentley Common, St Nicholas Kelvedon Hatch
and St Thomas Navestock in semi-rural north Brentwood. We maintain close links with the neighbouring
parish of All Saints Doddinghurst where a newly ordained priest from the benefice is undertaking his
curacy. Between us we cover a range of traditions and styles of worship, we value these individual
traditions whilst recognising the need to work together and increasingly doing so. Our congregations are
“gathered” with a mix of locals and those from outside the parishes travelling from local towns and
villages to worship.
We consider ourselves to be a warm and friendly group of churches, welcoming visitors and seekers and
have a good core of committed people with a desire to strengthen and grow God’s kingdom in this
place.
St Paul’s Bentley Common

St Nicholas’ Kelvedon Hatch

St Thomas’ Navestock

‘A family, united in Jesus Christ,
guided by the Holy Spirit and
growing in faith to share and
proclaim the love of God’

'God calls us to be followers of
Jesus Christ and by the power of
the Holy Spirit to reflect God's
healing and hope’

To build God's church by loving our
neighbour through prayer, service
and by sharing the gospel’

Who we are seeking….
As a benefice of three churches, having prayed and sought together, we are seeking the following
attributes and qualities in the person to become our new minister. We recognise that serving the needs
of our three parishes may be challenging but our hope and prayer is that it will be rewarding, as we seek
to serve the communities in which we are based and aspire to develop together as a benefice.

God
Centred
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The Diocese
In the Chelmsford Diocese we believe that God is calling his church to
be a transforming presence. Our vision is that the church - that is the
people of God here in Essex and East London - should be a transforming
presence in every one of our parishes.
These are our priorities:
•
•
•
•

To inhabit the world distinctively.
To evangelise effectively.
To hold ourselves accountable to one another and to God for the
stewardship of the gospel.
To re-imagine the way we minister so that each ordained minister
and each individual Christian discovers their part in God’s
ministry and so that each church flourishes.

To this end we are looking for priests who are excited by this vision of becoming a church which is itself
transformed, and which is becoming a more visible and effective presence in the huge diversity of
communities that make up this most exciting and energetic part of England.
There are many challenges ahead of us.
•
•

•

•
•

•

We are a diocese generously subsidised by the national church. We need to become financially
self-sufficient.
Leadership often seems distant. We are creating patterns of leadership that are closer to the
parishes. And we are looking to develop missionary leadership at all levels of church life. Nearly
half our clergy will retire in the next ten years. We need to find out how to minister with fewer
stipendiary clergy and with a re-imagining of how stipendiary ministry works. We need to
reorganise the way parishes relate to each other in what we are calling Mission and Ministry
Units.
Some of our congregations still think ministry is what Vicars do. We have a vision of ministry
where the whole people of God are involved in the whole of God’s ministry. We are also
experimenting with new forms of authorised lay ministry.
Church must be a safe place. All those in ministry will be expected to undergo training that will
equip them to respond well in situations associated with safeguarding.
Levels of church going are below the national average. We need to get evangelism on to the
agenda and into the lifeblood of every church. We encourage and train churches to put on
weekends of mission and outreach. One of our aspirations is that every benefice should have a
trained lay evangelism enabler.
We are developing missionary discipleship, so that every church in the diocese is a place where
Christians are formed in order to be sent out in witness and service.
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Despite planning for a future with fewer stipendiary clergy, we remain as committed as ever to the local
church. And what is the local church, but that community of men and women gathered around Christ, and
living and sharing the gospel in the networks and neighbourhoods of their lives? But we need priests to
lead and to serve. We know we need to change. We can only be a transforming presence when we have
allowed God to transform us. Therefore at the heart of all we do is a longing for intimacy with God and a
renewed life of prayer. First and foremost a priest is a minister of the word and sacrament. All ministry
flows from this. But a priest shares the ministry of the bishop, therefore presbyteral ministry will
increasingly be a ministry of oversight, guiding, nurturing and directing the mission of God’s church in the
communities we serve.
It is an exciting time to be part of God’s missionary movement for the world, and the Diocese of
Chelmsford is an exciting place to serve. We have a clear vision and we are looking to appoint clergy who
will share this with us. In every parish we long to see each person and each community grow in
faithfulness and ministry so that together we may serve in the world and Christ may be made known.

+Stephen

The Deanery
The Deanery of Brentwood is delightful place to live for all people
young and old. We have great retail, employment opportunities,
rail links, a diverse sociological spread and excellent schools. Our
churches reflect every Anglican tradition and our ecumenical life
covers the four Churches Together areas of Brentwood,
Doddinghurst, Ingatestone and District and Hutton and Shenfield.
Becket Keys is our outstanding status C of E Secondary School
which is served by the Deanery for regular acts of worship and
offers faith based entry as one of its criteria.
We can also offer you a genuinely supportive Chapter that is engaging positively with the process of
forming Mission and Ministry Units in line with our diocesan strategy of Transforming Presence. Our
Deanery Synod works hard to attract interesting speakers and invites all members of our churches to
join us for the main input of our meetings. Having served here for 13 years, I can honestly say we do not
regret bringing our family here and feel privileged to be a part of this Deanery.
Rev’d Canon Paul Hamilton M.A
Rector of Ingrave
Area Dean of Brentwood
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Hopes and Challenges—St Paul’s
Our Strengths and Positives
•
We are a friendly family church that is warm and welcoming.
•
The music is good and uses both a traditional and modern
approach to worship.
•
There is a reverence for God and a desire to apply scripture
to everyday life. Messages are challenging but not fear
inducing.
•
Other positives – friendly volunteers who help run the
church, the Lunch Club, the Music Group and after service refreshments.
Our Challenges
•
Growing the congregation and engaging more people to volunteer and spread the workload.
•
Bentley St Paul’s School - we feel there is a real opportunity for the church in this area. In the past
there have been really strong ties between the church and school. However, due to various
reasons the relationship is no longer as strong. As many parents still like the idea of their children
going to a faith-based school there is a feeling that this is an area to promote. Two members of
the Mothers Union are taking over the leadership of the ‘Friends of Bentley St Paul’s School’ which
we believe will change the ethos of the group and hopefully further develop and strengthen this
link.
•
Fabric — church heating, graveyard maintenance, decaying stonework.
Opportunities for Future priorities
•
People use facilities to get married, baptised etc. but often
don’t stay.
•
Better evangelism and a desire to see more of the
congregation come to the Lord.
•
Closer relationship with Bentley St Paul’s School.
•
Develop and enhance marriage preparation across the
benefice to support and retain engagement.
Weddings & Baptisms—The church is used frequently for Weddings and Baptism and discussion was
had over keeping a link with these people (marriage leads to baptism
and baptism to school). One thought was to incorporate themed
services on selected Sundays and send out invitations to people who
had been connected to the church in this way.
Faith & Discipling—Nurture all people at every stage of their Christian
faith and to encourage and support each other in our walk with the
Lord. In other words being and making better disciples.
Local Christian Ministry—Supporting the congregation in the Christian work that they do outside of the
church e.g. Little Doves, Brentwood Schools Christian Workers Trust, Foodbank, Pilgrims Hall etc. in
which people have significant involvement, both voluntary and paid.
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Hopes and Challenges—St Nicholas’
Our Strengths and Positives
•
A close involvement with and in the community who support
the work of St. Nicholas’ and play a huge part in events run
by the church.
•
We have people with a wide range of skills in the
congregation.
•
We are a charitable parish.

10% of our income is given to charities each year.

Monthly coffee mornings in aid of charities.

There is a St Nicholas’ Centenary Fund to relieve hardship for those in the village.

We have special coffee mornings. All the village is invited.

Well supported Carol Singing in the local pub at Christmas.

A percentage of funds raised at our special events is donated to local charities.
•
We have an active Mothers Union.
•
A deep sense of commitment to serve the church with members of the congregation active in all
services, reading, leading intercessions, helping at communion and providing coffee.
•
The church and Parish Council jointly produce a monthly newsletter in the village.

Our Challenges
•
We don’t have a structured approach to visit the bereaved,
vulnerable and lonely.
•
We find it difficult to attract new people and young people to the
church.
•
We need to increase Bible knowledge.
•
We find it difficult to share our own spirituality with each other.

Opportunities for future priorities
•
We could have even greater links with the local primary school, village groups and the community
as a whole.
•
We are not a poor parish and people are very
generous.
•
We have two Lay Readers and one newly licensed Lay
Minister to support the new minister.
•
The village is about to grow so we should ensure that
new people to the village are aware of the church
and its activities.
•
We could involve other groups in our services more
regularly e.g. Women’s Institute.
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Hopes and Challenges—St Thomas’
Our Strengths and Positives
•

For many years our fund raising events have helped to
swell our dwindling church coffer. The biennial concerts,
Flower Festival, Plant Sale, the annual Soups and Sweets,
and Christmas Fayre are of a standard way above that
which could normally be achieved at a local level and are a
way of meeting people who do not attend the church and
so are a form of outreach.

•

The Friends of St. Thomas meet twice a year and have
looked at the building, compared historical facts and
enjoyed a social occasion within the house of God.

•

Delivery of a monthly newsletter to the whole village
trying to ensure the residents are aware of the church
activities.

Our Challenges
•

There is no public transport in the area.

•

Keeping pace with the ever increasing family
share with a small and ageing church community.
Collections alone are not robust enough to meet
expenses.

•

Unable to make contact with the people of the
village as nowadays physical barriers often
prevent one from meeting the occupants of the
houses.

•

Grade I listed building.
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Church Life
Regular Service Pattern

1st Sunday

2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

5th Sunday

9.30 am Service
of the Word

9.30 am Holy
Communion
(CW)

9.30 am Service
of the Word

9.30 am Holy
Communion
(CW)

9.30 am Service
of the Word

St Nicholas’

11.00 am Holy
Communion
(CW)

11.00 am Family
Service

11.00 am Holy
Communion
(CW)

11.00 am
Morning Prayer

11.00 am Theme
Service

St Thomas’

6.30 pm Evening
Prayer

6.30 pm Holy
Communion
(CW)

6.30 pm Evening
Prayer

6.30 pm Holy
Communion
(BCP)

6.30 pm Evening
Prayer

St Paul’s

8.00 am Holy
Communion
(BCP)

St Nicholas Thursday 10.00 am Morning Prayer/Communion.
J.A.M (Jesus and Me) meets every other week in the room at the back of St Paul’s
Church during the main service for children aged 4 to 10.
Y@B (Youth at Bentley) meet once a month on a Sunday afternoon at St Paul’s Church
for older children aged 10 and upwards. They have been actively involved with
various aspects of church life which is very positive.
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Church Life - St Paul’s
In addition to the traditional service pattern we have specific services including 'Back to School' service
followed by a BBQ in September, Carol Service in December, Christingle Service in January,
Harvest Service (food donations combined with Bentley St Paul’s school eucharist) and joint benefice
services, including a ‘Remembering those we have loved’ service in the Autumn.
Evangelical in tradition, we are members of the Evangelical Alliance and BADEF (Brentwood and District
Evangelical Fellowship). We
are also members of Churches
Together in Brentwood. Music
ranges from traditional hymns
to both well established and
new worship songs. Worship is
led by a small music group
which
includes
various
instruments and singers.
We have several regular activities throughout the
week as part of our vision to encourage each other
to grow in faith and to have fellowship with one
another. These activities are lay led.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Prayer meetings – held monthly on either
Monday or Wednesday focusing on the
pastoral needs of the church family.
Mothers Union – 2nd Monday each month, thriving and largest branch in the
deanery.
Bellringing – Practice Tuesdays, Hand Bells Wednesdays.
Music Group – Monthly informal worship evenings.
Lunch Club – held monthly on Fridays for over 60’s.
Benefice Men’s Breakfasts – occasional Saturday morning
meeting with guest speaker.
Social events – e.g. an evening of Jazz was one of the recent
highlights and fundraiser with bar and light refreshments.
Marriage Preparation group for couples getting married in the
benefice churches.
Home Bible Study Group.
School Links—We have links with Bentley St Paul’s C of E
Primary School. Several Governors are from the church which
helps maintain a partnership and cooperation between School
and Church. The whole School comes to the church each term
for a Eucharist Service and a team from the church have been
taking a School Assembly on a regular basis using ‘Open the
Book’ for many years for which we are seeking fresh leadership.
NB - It is a requirement of the Church School Foundation that the
incumbent be a member of the Governing Body of the School.
We also have links with Little Doves, a Christian Pre-School
operating from Navestock Village Hall within the benefice. We
provide prayer, financial and trustee support and it is usual for
the incumbent to be a trustee.
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Church Life - St Nicholas’
Although the church is located on the edge of the village, St Nicholas' aims to be at the heart of the
village community. We use the Church of England's service book 'Common Worship' on most Sundays
so the services have a clear structure but are warm and friendly in style. The worship is led by a robed
choir and embraces both traditional and contemporary hymns with music
from the organ. There is tea and coffee served after every service and most
people stay for this and enjoy meeting and talking to each other. Families
within the community regularly bring their children to be baptised in
church. For special services at various times of the year like Christmas,
Mothering Sunday, Easter and Harvest the church is packed with people of
all ages.
What happens in our church
•
Sunday morning service, including Theme Service on 5th Sundays.
•
Thursday morning communion, which attracts a slightly different
congregation to that on Sunday.
•
We collect for the Foodbank.
•
Local community involvement taking communion to the residential
homes at Dudbrook House and Howard Lodge.
•
Parish lunches.
•
Monthly Prayer Group.
•
Monthly Bible Study Group.
•
Lent Group for the benefice.
•
Special events including;

Flower Festival

Brass on the Grass

Brass at Christmas

Christmas Fayre

Plant Sales etc.
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Church Life - St Thomas’
In addition to the regular service pattern, special services are arranged for Mothering Sunday, Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday followed by a walk of Witness to Kelvedon Hatch Church, Hymns and Pimms,
Harvest Festival, Remembrance Sunday, Scouts Parade, Nine Lessons and Carols and Midnight Mass at
Christmas. Plus there are three benefice services a year where we all worship as one.
Although our regular organist can only manage winter time at 6.30pm, he is available for weddings and
funerals. At other times, a digital hymnal supplies adequate accompaniment.
Our robed choir is small but enthusiastically led and joins the neighbouring churches and Doddinghurst
for special occasions, weddings and funerals. They practice at Navestock on a fortnightly basis, and
weekly prior to the Christmas special.
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Location
The benefice parishes are situated within the Borough of Brentwood, in Essex, about four miles from
the town centre, in part of the Metropolitan Green Belt. There is easy access to the M25 motorway via
junction 28 which is on the western edge of Brentwood, whilst the M11 motorway is also within easy
reach. From the Rectory a bus service gives access to the main town where a railway station is located
providing transport to Liverpool Street, London or, in the other direction, Southend, Chelmsford,
Colchester and beyond into Suffolk and Norfolk.

St Nicholas

St Thomas

St Paul’s

Two primary schools are situated in the benefice, one a church school attached to St. Paul’s Bentley and
the other a Community Primary school in Kelvedon Hatch. For secondary education there are seven
schools located in the Brentwood area.
The Rectory is a large four bedroom detached family home
situated next to St. Nicholas’ Church, set back from the road in a
secluded location and backing onto fields. On the ground floor there
are two reception rooms, a large kitchen and utility room, cloakroom
and a substantial office which is currently also used by the Benefice
Administrator one morning a week. Upstairs there are four double
bedrooms, a master ensuite and a family bathroom.
Outside there is both a private fenced garden
alongside a large lawned area, detached garage and
parking for several vehicles.
The grounds have previously been used by the
church for social events.
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A brief history of St Paul’s, Bentley Common
The church is located in rural north Brentwood and is
approximately 1 mile from the centre of the parish
being located at the extremity.
The foundation stone of St Paul’s was laid by Reverend
Charles Belli, Vicar of South Weald, on 9th November
1878. Two years later, on 3rd November 1880 St Paul’s
was consecrated.
It began life as a chapel-of-ease for one end of the large
and straggling parish of South Weald. It became a
separate parish in 1951. It incorporates the hamlets of Bentley Common, Crow Green, Coxtie Green and
part of Pilgrim’s Hatch. The population is approximately 2,300.
The Building and Churchyard
St Paul’s is a beautiful Victorian church in a country setting slightly off the
main road (a hidden gem). The traditional interior has examples of fine
stained glass windows and a carved alabaster frieze at the altar. The seating is
the inevitable wooden pew but these do allow us to ‘squeeze up’ on the
occasions when the church is full. There is a constant programme of
refurbishment to the fabric of the building as and when funds allow. The most
recent projects have been the completion of a glazed prayer/creche room
within the church, installation of audio/visual equipment and structurally the
repair and re-shingling of the spire, a major project undertaken with support
from the Listed Place of Worship Roof Repair Fund and the Millennium Trust.
The trust was set up to raise funds for the restoration of the church, to be
apart from the usual church fundraising and to reach into the community to
alleviate the burden of this concern from the PCC.
Future projects will include restoration of stonework. This is
likely to require significant funding. The Churchyard has been
closed for several years but is very much a part of the church
community with many visitors, as on most days you will find
someone tending a grave or just taking in the peace and quiet of
the surroundings. There is a formal Cremated Remains area. The
church grounds are regularly maintained with tended and mown
pathways alongside meadow and wild flowers, encouraging
bio-diversity and wildlife.

The Church Centre
Adjacent to the church is our Church Centre which
has a large and small meeting room, toilet and
kitchen facilities. This is solely for the use of the
church and whilst it is used for some community
functions is not available for general hire.
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A brief history of St Nicholas’, Kelvedon Hatch
Built in 1895, the church is listed as being of 'special historical interest'. Its
architecture is recognised to be a fine example of the Arts and Crafts
Movement.
The newly refurbished Fane Hall is adjacent to the church and is available
for private hire as well as being used for various local groups and church
events.
Description of our parish
Our village is situated approximately four miles north of Brentwood, Essex
and is located in the heart of the Metropolitan Green Belt. Adjoining Parishes include Blackmore,
Doddinghurst, Navestock, Bentley Common and Stondon Massey.
Whilst the primary shopping, transport facilities and secondary schools are located in nearby
Brentwood, the village boasts its own Post Office, convenience stores, camping shop, estate agent and
DIY outlet. Primary education is provided by an good Infant and Junior school, which houses a Day
Nursery. Local clubs and organisations are well catered for with both the village and church halls
providing a convenient venue for many popular local activities and functions.
A delightful village pond provides a central focus for the village. The parish has two public houses and an
Indian Restaurant. The village is also home to the Kelvedon Hatch
Secret Nuclear Bunker, the largest and deepest cold war bunker open to
the public in South East England. The Green Belt designation has led to
Kelvedon Hatch becoming a very popular commuter village surrounded by
open space, well-maintained footpaths and arable farmland. Access to the
M25 motorway, A12 and A127 are all only minutes away and with a good
and regular train service to London from Brentwood, the village is a very
pleasant and popular place to live.
Links with the Village
•
Good Neighbour scheme to assist the elderly, vulnerable and lonely. Originally set up by the
church, we oversee Safeguarding and some of our members organise or assist.
•
Senior citizens lunch club meets in our Church Hall, and we have strong links with them.
•
‘Open the Book’ assemblies in the school ran for 13 years and have just ended in their current
form. We hope to offer a refreshed version soon.
•
Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and a new Cubs group meet in our Hall.
The Leaders are active in many church activities.
•
We have a ‘Friends of St Nicholas Flower Group’ which maintains
flowers in the church, oversees biennial Flower Festivals as well as
decorating the church at Christmas. This group oversees the Church
Fete and the Christmas Fayre and are an invaluable group of church
members plus supporters.
•
We welcome the local Art groups to exhibit in the church at our
Summer Fete.
•
Church Hall Refurbishment Group – a PCC committee, which
includes several energetic members of the community, whose goal is to
make the church hall safe, attractive and comfortable for all users.
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A brief history of St Thomas’, Navestock
The Church of St. Thomas the Apostle is a beautiful Grade one listed building set well back from the
road in peaceful surroundings. At over a 1000 years old St Thomas’ is the oldest church in the area and
attracts a high number of visitors who come from beyond our boundaries. In this tranquil setting peace
and quiet is found.
The ancient and rural parish of Navestock is still predominately
agricultural with a few engineering works. Formed from the
amalgamation of five hamlets – Navestock Common,
Navestock Heath, Navestock Side, Horsemans Side and Curtis
Mill Green. This resulted in Navestock being the largest Essex
Parish with the smallest population some 200 houses and
approximately 400 people. The parish covers approximately
18300 hectares.
It is situated between Ongar, Brentwood, Epping Forest and the London Borough of Havering and is
close to central line trains from Theydon Bois and main line trains from Brentwood.
There is a traveller’s community on the borders of the parish with Stapleford Abbotts.
There is a village hall used for social events but unfortunately not
in the vicinity of the church as is the case in many other churches.
However, the church itself has been used for concerts and recitals
as the acoustics are exceptional. Coffee mornings and benefice
events including Barn Dances have been held here. The hall is not
part of the church and is run by the Parish Council.
The village hall is the home of ‘Little Doves’, a Christian Pre-School
offering places to children within the benefice community and
surrounding areas.
Having a Grade One listed building means we are unable to fund all
the recommendations listed in the Quinquennial report. Our Fabric
fund therefore requires Grants to assist the completion of the works.
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Facts & Figures
Finances
The benefice parishes operate independently when it comes to finance and there are some differences
in the relative wealth and challenges. Benefice and clergy expenses are shared and processed quarterly.
St Paul’s
We have met our parish share
commitment in full following a
series of activities aiming to
inform all regular worshippers
as to the financial needs of St
Paul’s and the biblical teaching
of proportionate giving to God.
This is achieved primarily
through regular giving enabling
any fundraising to be targeted
to specific projects.
It is our policy to tithe in
support of local and national
Christian
charities
and
organisations.

St Nicholas’
As a church St Nicholas is
well supported by the village
community. This means that we
have been able to continuously
meet the parish share in full.
The community is generous and
have
always
contributed
towards any necessary major
projects.
It is our policy to tithe — 10% of
our income is given to charities
each year.

St Thomas’
Having a Grade One listed
building creates challenges in
funding the recommendations
listed in the Quinquennial
report. Our Fabric fund
therefore, requires grants to
assist the completion of the
works.
The General Fund income,
consisting of collections, fees,
gift aid and fund raising, is
generally less than expenditure
and unfortunately we were
unable to meet the parish share
last year for the first time.

Electoral Roll
150
100
50
0
St Paul's

St Nicholas'
2016

St Thomas'

2017

2018

Average Attendance

Occasional Offices

250

20

200

15

150

10

100

5

50

0

0
2016 2017
2018 2016
2017 2018
St Paul's
St Nicholas'

2016 2017
2018

2016

2017

2016

St Paul's

2018

2017

2018

Christmas

2017
St Thomas'

St Thomas'
Weekly

2016

St Nicholas'

Easter

Baptisms

17

Weddings

Funerals

2018

Meet the Team

Geoff Aanonson
Licensed Lay Minister

John Biddulph
Deacon

Bill Chandler
Verger St Paul’s

Peter Dӧrsam
Churchwarden St Thomas

Val Fulcher
Churchwarden St Nicholas

David Grant
Lay Reader St Nicholas

Mary Ingram
Churchwarden St Thomas

Chris Jardine
Churchwarden St Nicholas

Yvonne Jones
Lay Reader St Nicholas

Mark Skerry
Churchwarden St Paul’s

Benefice Email Address:

Carol Tomsett
Benefice Administrator

benkelnav.three@btinternet.com

Benefice Website:

www.benlelnav.org.uk

www.facebook.com/stpaulsbentleycommon

www.facebook.com/stnicholaskelvedonhatch
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