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All Saints, High Laver: Shows the new roof (2007) and John Lock’s tomb.
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UNITED BENEFICE 
OF THE LAVERS AND 
MATCHING

Dear Applicant

Thank you for your interest in the vacancy in the United Benefice of The Lavers 
with Matching and for taking time to read this profile.

The vacancy is for a House for Duty Priest (part time) working two days plus 
Sundays. You can be assured of a very warm welcome from both PCCs, the 
Church and Community, the Parish and Deanery.

We hope that our Parish Profile will give you an insight into the post and our 
Benefice. Should you have any questions on any aspect or would like to visit the 
Benefice, please do not hesitate to contact one of us below.

We very much hope you will be inspired to apply to be our Priest and join us 
in our journey of faith.

Yours faithfully

Tina Webb                            Andrew Barnard                                     
The Lavers’ Parish Representative          Matching Parish Representative                        

Contact details                        Contact details 
01277 890241                         01279 731364

webb.tina@btinternet.com               andrew.barnard3@btinternet.com



A United Benefice – of four rural, ancient and unique churches 

supported by thriving village communities. 

l All Saints Church, High Laver. 
l St Mary the Virgin Church, Little Laver.
l St Mary Magdalen Church, Magdalen Laver.
l St Mary the Virgin Church, Matching.

High and Magdalen Laver churches were joined by Little Laver to become the 
third parish church in the Benefice of The Lavers in 1978. The United Benefice 
of The Lavers and Matching was formed in 1985 when the parish of Matching 
was joined with them. 

All Saints Church, High Laver.                           St Mary the Virgin Church, Matching.

St Mary Magdalen Church, Magdalen Laver.     St Mary the Virgin Church, Little Laver.

LOCATION  
AND CHACTERISTICS
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Matching, High Laver, Magdalen Laver and Little Laver are four parishes in 
West Essex. Although less than 20 miles from London, they are in the Green Belt 
and are remarkably rural. At the start of the century, the population was mostly 
employed on the land but changing farming methods have all but eliminated 
the agricultural labour force. These have been replaced by local employment 
in many small thriving businesses operating from renovated farm buildings and 
from many people setting up their own businesses from home. Farmers continue 
to support the church in many ways including use of the farmland and facilities 
for services and social events. 

The parishes are made up of a good balance of families, local employees, 
commuters and retired people.

There are two church schools, one at Matching (VC) and one in the 
neighbouring parish of Moreton, both of which are attended by local children 
and have strong links to the Benefice.

As a United Benefice, we work as a Team. The best examples of which are 
the ways the churches increasingly work together, with people moving between 
the churches to find a time or style of worship that suits; our Joint Officers’ 
meetings and the shared monthly parish magazine. Indeed, some would not 
claim particular allegiance to any one Church.

Although we work, play and pray together, all four churches and parishes 
have their individual personalities and characters. Collectively, the Benefice 
embraces the value and breadth of the Anglican Church.

“Spring into Song” – the de Merc Chamber Choir concert at All Saints, High Laver (our musical church) February 2018.
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In the light of God’s call our vision is:

To create an open, welcoming, inclusive 
environment to encourage everyone in our 
community on their journey of faith, wherever 
they may be.

Our mission is that:

Our church should be a place of prayer 
and also an open door to love, peace and 
happiness.

We celebrate the diversity of our spiritual values 
and seek to develop them, respecting those 
from other faiths and denominations.

We proclaim God’s love through worship and 
prayer, as well as through our social activities, 
we seek to place the Church at the heart of our 
community, making the Church accessible to 
people today. 

We hope to be empowered with the guidance 
and enthusiasm of an inspirational leader, to 
deepen our faith in God and enable us to serve 
the local and wider community.

OUR VISION STATEMENT
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A NEW CHALLENGE  
FOR YOU AND US?
The word ‘journey’ is used quite flippantly these days – any achievement whether 
‘Strictly’ dancing or sporting achievements are considered an amazing journey.

However, the last ten years for our Benefice has been a journey – long and 
bumpy at times and by helping each other along the road, the miles and terrain 
have got easier. 

We have been through a short period of Interregnum and await the licensing 
of Revd. Christine Hawkins as our Priest in Charge at the end of March 2018. 
This has offered us a time to reflect and evaluate our future needs for our Church 
and our community.

Our last Priest held a part-time position and again this presented a fresh 
challenge for us to accept and work with. In the last six years our Priest gently 
moved us forward to acknowledge not only the changing world around us but 
also to face the inevitable and necessary changes in ‘the church’ itself.

In a traditional rural church and community this has not been easy but we are 
getting there. 

“Are we there yet?” – Certainly not!

We want our new Priest to continue the Journey with us and the Revd. Christine 
to find new routes we haven’t thought of, to help us think differently and adapt 
to the reality of the future of our Church. 

The journey so far

Could you continue the journey with us and our  

Priest-in-Charge?

We are looking to our Priest to be a Team player to work with us in our own Joint 
Benefice and also be a key member of our larger Ministry Team (see Appendix F).

We have a strong foundation. We need our Priest-in-Charge and Associate 
Priest to lead us in building on it and moving forward.

Our strengths and successes
l A United Benefice.
l A Lay Ministry Team.
l A Baptism Celebration. 
l ‘Hot Cross Friday’.
l  Bible studies, Lent courses and  

day retreats.
l Maundy Thursday suppers.
l Harvest suppers. 

Our weaknesses
l  Lack of children and young  

people’s ministry. 
l  A need to expand, improve  

and encourage more  
regular giving.

l  We welcome a fresh  
‘heart & mind’ to identify  
other weaknesses.
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LEADERSHIP  
OF THE PARISHES
Our four churches will be led by the Revd. Christine Hawkins, our new Associate 
Priest and three active, hardworking churchwardens supported by two elected 
PCCs (The Lavers and Matching) who meet quarterly. Our aspiration for the 
future is to work towards a single PCC for our Joint Benefice.

Churchwardens 
l High Laver – Tina Webb.
l Little Laver – Vacancy.
l Magdalen Laver – Rosemary Padfield.
l Matching – Joan Jones.

Our Joint Officers Team 

L to R – Back row: Jan Fielding – Secretary (M); Rosemary Padfield – Churchwarden 
Magdalen Laver; Jenny Bennett – The Lavers PCC Lay Chair.

Front row: Joan Jones – Matching PCC Lay Chair and Churchwarden Matching;  
Sandra Cottle – Secretary (L); Tina Webb – Churchwarden High Laver.
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Each PCC has
l A Lay Chair.
l Secretary.
l Electoral Roll Officer.
l Deanery Synod Reps.
l Treasurer.
l  Safeguarding personnel across the Benefice, a named safeguarding 

person and a Clerk to the Disclosure Process.

Lay involvement
We have a Lay Ministry Team (supported by other members of the Church 
Family). 

In Services
l Assisting in Holy Communion.
l Acting as Sidesmen.
l Reading Lessons.
l Leading Intercessions.
l  Leading Family Service worship –particularly during Interregnum.
l Leading Lent courses.

In Church
l Cleaning and repair of altar linen.
l Church cleaning and flower arranging.
l  Arranging grass cutting and churchyard 

maintenance.
l Setting up for Services.
l Working parties for church maintenance.

In the Community
l  Production of the well-supported parish 

magazine ‘The Lavers and Matching 
News’.

l  Taking the reserved sacrament to the 
housebound.

l Home visiting.
l  Foundation Governor, Governing  

Body of Matching School.
l Fundraising and community events.

The Lavers and 
Matching News

Our monthly parish magazine.
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OUTREACH
All parts of the Benefice are involved in a variety of different outreach activities. 
The list below simply gives a ‘flavour’ of recent activities:

l  Strong connections with the two church schools in Matching and 
Moreton.

l  Two ‘Friends’ groups, which support both Matching and The Lavers 
churches, organising activities that not only raise essential funds for 
the upkeep of our churches but are FUNdraising too and bring the 
communities together.

l Harvest festival services and other inclusive services.
l Harvest Suppers. 
l Concerts during the year.
l Rogation service.
l Remembrance service.
l A variety of Christmas and Easter services.
l Healing services.

Welcome to church
l Open church policy (365 days of the year).
l Quiet days.
l United Benefice service (5th Sunday in the month – see Appendix B).

The wider church
l Women’s Day of Prayer.
l Planning for Back-to-Church Sunday.
l Up to date information on the website (currently disabled).
      http://thelaversandmatchinfchurches.org.uk

Matching church Altar.                                                          Refreshment tent at Matching  
Flower Festival – scrummy food!
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FINANCIAL HEALTH
Income
Our main income is from a core of committed givers, many of whom give on a 
regular basis through the Gift Aid envelope scheme. Where possible Gift Aid Tax 
is reclaimed from this giving and also through collections at services. 

Both The Lavers and Matching are supported by ‘Friends’ Groups who 
organise events to support the fabric of the Churches and the Matching Feast 
Room. We are facing challenging times to attract younger people to support 
these groups. These events take the form of a range of activities including 
concerts and quiz evenings. Other events are organised to support the general 
funds of the churches where the proceeds go directly to the PCCs to support 
the day to day expenses.

Expenditure

Parish Share
Historically both churches have always paid the Parish Share in full. Matching 
is a wealthier parish than The Lavers. Regrettably The Lavers has found it more 
difficult to maintain this excellent record and is grateful to Matching PCC for it’s 
support by way of a one-off donation. Also active, enjoyable fundraising is afoot.

Maintenance
Our churches are regularly maintained and in good repair, thanks to the support 
of The ‘Friends’ Groups and several parishioners who undertake some of the 
minor maintenance works. 

The last Quinquennial inspections were carried out in 2014 in Matching and 
2015 in The Lavers and we are working on the minor repairs identified.

Charitable giving
The need to pay the Parish Share has limited our ability to support external 
charities, however we recognise that this is an important part of our Christian 
calling.

l Remembrance Day: collection to local British Legion.
l Christmas shoebox appeal: supporting children overseas.
l  Christingle Service: where representatives from The Children’s 

Society receive the Home Collecting Boxes.
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THE RECTORY

The Rectory is in the beautiful countryside of 
Magdalen Laver. It was built in 1949 and is a 
detached two-storey, cavity brick built house, 
with colour-washed rendered elevations under 
pitched clay tiled roof slopes. The windows are 
uPVC, rainwater goods are PVC and there is 
a single-storey pitched tiled roof extension to 
the side.

The ground floor comprises a hallway, WC, 
office, study, a large reception room overlooking the rear garden, kitchen and 
utility room.

Upstairs there are two double bedrooms one with en-suite shower room 
both offering beautiful views over the surrounding countryside. There are also 
two single bedrooms, a bathroom and a separate WC. On the landing there is 
an airing cupboard.

There are 12 solar panels on the rear roof and oil-fired central heating plus 
an immersion heater.

A drive leads to the garage and there is space for parking several cars at the 
front of the house. The large single garage is attached to the house and to the 
rear is housed the boiler.

There is a paved patio area at the rear of the house. The pretty gardens are 
to the side and rear of the house and are approx. half an acre mainly laid to lawn 
with flower beds and shrubs, one side is fenced and the other side is a hedge. 

Front of property.                                                          

 Rear of property and top of garden.
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PERSON PROFILE
Our Benefice is made up of four beautiful, ancient churches steeped in history, 
but while respecting the past, we hope our new Priest will see the role as taking 
us forward, working with our Priest-in-Charge Revd. Christine Hawkins, to face 
new and fresh challenges (see Appendix F). 

We are looking and praying for someone

l With energetic and enthusiastic Leadership.
l  Who will guide and inspire us and deepen our faith in the local and wider 

Church community. 
l  Who is warm, compassionate and ready to listen to those whom he or 

she meets, both inside and outside the church congregation. 
l  Who will support and develop lay involvement in the parishes.
l  Who will support our schools and encourage our children to grow and 

develop in the faith.

Spiritual direction through life and doctrine

l  To encourage new Christians to baptism and confirmation.
l  To show God’s forgiveness and healing.
l  To be a teacher of the faith and challenge us in all aspects of Church life. 

Pastoral outreach to the community
Ex Officio member of Matching School Governing Body and the Golding Palmer 
Trust.

l  Good social skills who will be able to communicate effectively with all.
l  I.T. skills are desirable. 
l  Appreciation of music would be desirable.
l  Encourage all to use their skills and talents in the service of God.
l  Approachable to people of all ages, especially the young.
l  Appreciation of rural life. 
l  A good sense of humour!
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St. Mary the Virgin Church, Matching
Population: 635             Electoral roll: 52

The present Church is about 
a mile from the villages of 
Matching Green and Matching 
Tye in a beautiful rural setting 
and was built on the site of a 
Norman church. In 1875 Lord 
Rookwood, who owned the 
Down Hall estate, restored 
and enlarged the church to 
the designs of Sir Arthur 
Bloomfield at a cost of £3000. 

The nave was lengthened 
by one bay – a new Chancel.

The tower is 15th century 
and has a low tiled spire and 
a weathercock. There are six 
bells, which were restored 
in 1990. They are rung by a 
team of bell ringers from the 
village and by visiting ringers. 
Entry to the tower is through 
a carved and decorated screen given in memory of Eden Rookwood in 1899. 
The clock was installed to the memory of Lord Rookwood by the vicar and 
churchwardens. To the left of the south porch door is the Font which is of 15th 
century design. The pulpit is of Jacobean style and replaces a more elaborate 
one that had been given in 1624.

Matching Hall and farm is to the south side and the old vicarage to the north 
side.

APPENDIX A  
OUR FOUR CHURCHES  
AND THEIR HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUNDS

  Matching church with Ancient Marriage Feast 
Room (L). Oak Tree was planted in Queen 
Victoria’s Jubilee year – 1887.

Matching 
Green

Little Laver
           Little 

Laver
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The Ancient Marriage Feast Room
To the west of the church is The Feast Room which was in built in the late 15th 
century for the poor of the parish to hold their wedding receptions. It is in a 
good state of preservation and it is regularly used for various Church functions 
including coffee after services. The inaugural meeting of Matching WI was held 
in the Feast Room in 1919 and they then ran the village library from there too.

Matching School
Matching Green Primary School is a voluntary controlled Church School and 
next to it is St. Edmunds Hall, which is now used by the Montessori Nursery and 
rented from Matching PCC. The Priest is an ex officio member of the governing 
body and works closely with the school to develop Christian teaching. A special 
service is held in the church each term including a School Leavers service at 
the end of the summer term. The children make the Christingle candles at the 
school in readiness for the Christingle service at Matching in December.  

There are over seventy children in the small school which is a vital part of our 
church and community. The Head Teacher is keen to maintain and develop links 
with the Church. The Head teacher and school staff are preparing for a SIAMS 
inspection expected in 2018 and are actively working of the Church of England 
vision for education “Deeply Christian”.

St Edmunds Chapel in Matching Church has a plaque to the memory of 
American Airmen who flew from Matching during the Second World War. There 
is also a brass plaque which was removed from the Congregational church in 
Matching Tye when it closed.

  Potter Class on visit to Matching church.
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THE LAVERS
High Laver (493), Magdalen Laver (232) and Little Laver (86)
Total population: 811              Electoral roll: 64

All Saints Church, High Laver
The oldest part of the church dates from the late 12th century and is constructed 
of flint rubble and was most recently re-pointed in 1982. Some Roman bricks 
and tiles are visible in the Chancel walls and the north wall of the Nave. The tower 
was added in about 1340. In 1790, partial rebuilding was necessary, hence the 
brickwork. Two of the three bells were sold to meet the cost. The remaining bell 
was restored in 1987. In 1984, the external walls of the Tower were restored.

It may be hard to believe today but in the late 1600s, High Laver was 
considered an intellectual centre of Europe. The village’s claim to fame stemmed 
from the presence of just one of its residents, philosopher John Locke, the 
‘thinking giant of his day’ and commonly known as the “Father of Liberalism” 
whose philosophy helped shape the American Declaration of Independence . 
Locke moved to High Laver in 1691 as a paying guest of the Masham family 
at Oates Manor, a large house no longer standing but sited at what is now 
Faggotters farm.

Outside the south wall of the Nave is the tomb of John Locke. A memorial 
inscription, written by himself, is on the south side of the Nave, where it was 
brought from outside the church in 1932 to protect it from the weather.

In 2004, when it became apparent that the roof of the church would need 
to be replaced, we took the opportunity of the tri-centenary anniversary of the 
death of Locke (1704) to launch the High Laver roof appeal and energise the 
church and local community to raise £130,000 over the next three years to fund 
the project.

The roof was completed in 2007. 
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St Mary Magdalen Church, Magdalen Laver

Approximately seven miles northeast of Epping, it is approached from a small 
country lane by a long tree-lined chase. Prior to the Second World War, the only 
access was via footpaths.

As you enter the 14th century door into the church, you are pleasantly 
surprised by an impression of spaciousness and light. Parts of this ancient 
church were built early in the 12th century. The wooden tower, which dates 
to the 16th century, houses two lovely, ancient bells – one from the early 14th 
century and inscribed to the honour of St John. The other bell is dated 1567 – 
perhaps the actual date of the building of the tower.

In December 2002, with 
local support and funding, 
two modern bells were 
installed to sound alongside 
the two ancient bells. 
The famous Whitechapel 
Foundry in London carried 
out the work.

Over the period of years, 
great efforts have been made 
to restore, where possible, 
original bell workings, install 
new heating systems and 
generally improve the fabric 
of the church.

The large board on 
the north wall of the choir 
depicting the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer and the 
Ten Commandments is 
probably 200 years old and 
used to hang behind the 
altar as a Reredos.

William Webb Ellis (1807–1872), who during his schooldays at Rugby 
School is credited with having invented the ‘modern’ game of Rugby, spent 
some years as Rector of Magdalen Laver and, whilst there, raised the funds to 
establish a school in the village (which closed in 1960).

In 2003, the year of the Rugby world cup, representatives of the triumphant 
England team brought the Webb Ellis world cup trophy to the church and have 
since generously funded the sound system in the church. When the world cup 
was played in England in 2016 the World Cup trophy was brought back to 
Magdalen Laver as part of the pre-games tour and a special service was again 
held in the church. 

Crib Service at St Mary Magdalen, Magdalen Laver.
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St Mary the Virgin, Little Laver

The church is situated beside the original manor house, Little Laver Grange, 
and although there has been a church on this site since the 12th century, sadly 
nothing remains of this early church except the font.

The present building dates from the 14th century, when the Nave was 
rebuilt. The walls are constructed of flint rubble. The tiled roof was renewed in 
the 1980s.

In November 1957, the Bell Tower collapsed, bringing down more than 
half of the west wall and damaging the font and all the pews at the west end. 
Unfortunately, the 17th century bell was stolen soon after the bell turret collapsed. 
The Bell Tower was not replaced. More recently most of the choir pews have 
been removed to the west end. 

Although not strictly a memorial, an outstanding feature in the churchyard is 
a holly bush clipped in the shape of a cross. This marks the grave of the Revd 
Samuel Dean, Rector of the parish from 1915–1917.

Little Laver Altar.
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APPENDIX B  
CHURCH SERVICES
Our current services follow a rotating monthly pattern: 

1st Sunday   8.30 am – 1662 Holy Communion Little Laver 
10.00 am Family Service Matching

2nd Sunday Family Communion Service  Matching
3rd Sunday  Family Communion Service  Magdalen Laver
4th Sunday  Family Communion Service  High Laver

Any 5th Sunday has traditionally been a United Benefice Service which alternates 
between Matching and one of the Lavers churches and this is now a tri-rotation 
with one of the Churches in the Fyfield United Benefice.

Midweek Communion is held every Wednesday morning with coffee and a 
chat afterwards.

Services at Festivals rotate around our churches and are held at the 
appropriate church for that time. 

At Christmas we hold a Christingle Service in Matching. 
The Nine lessons and Carols; the Christmas Eve children’s crib service; and 

Midnight Mass is rotated between the Lavers and Matching.
On Christmas morning we hold a 10 am Service to celebrate the birth of 

Christ.
During Lent we hold a Lent Course and the daytime course has been Lay 

led in recent years.
On Maundy Thursday we remember the last Supper by holding a special 

supper of soup, bread and cheese and then a period of silence followed with 
music to reflect on the events of the following days.

Matching celebrates May Day at Matching Tye with a ten minute service then 
lots of fun for everyone!

Both Matching and the Lavers hold their own Harvest Festival Service when 
the churches look beautiful to reflect the farming connections.

Remembrance Day Service is always very well attended and held in Matching.
The Reserved Eucharist is taken to those who are unable to come to church.
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Local facilities
Schools

l  Pre-schools in Matching are the Montessori and Bluebell Forest.
l  Primary schools in Matching, Moreton and Fyfield.
l   Secondary schools in Epping, Harlow, Ongar and Sawbridgeworth.

Extensive range of shops and dining
The Rectory is close to Epping, Harlow, North Weald and 
Ongar, all have large supermarkets, ATM’s, post offices and 
petrol stations. Epping and Ongar are market towns and in 
nearby North Weald there is a huge Saturday market.

Bluewater, Lakeside and Westfield can be reached via 
the M11/M25. 

There are a number of dining facilities close by with 
local public houses in Matching, Moreton, High Laver and 
other local villages. Also there are numerous restaurants in 
Epping, Harlow and Ongar. A farmers market meets monthly 
in Matching Tye, and there is Ashlyn’s farm shop nearby on 
the A414.

Health care 
Epping, Hatfield Heath and Ongar have medical practices. Hospitals with A&E 
departments are in Harlow and Chelmsford. There are small community hospitals 
at Epping and Bishops Stortford. St Clare Hospice is close by in Hastingwood, 
Harlow.

Sports and leisure 
There are many sports and leisure facilities within the local 
area offering a wide range of activities and a number of good 
golf courses are nearby.

These include:
l  Matching and Moreton & District are the two WI’s.
l  Ongar Leisure centre and Harlow sports centre.
l  Matching Cricket and Car Clubs.
l  Table tennis.
l  Scouts, Brownies, Cubs and Guides.
l  Horticultural society.

APPENDIX C  
USEFUL INFORMATION

..

Ashlyns Farm Shop.

Cricket on Matching Green.
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l  Bell ringing and Matching handbell ringers.
l  Friendly club.
l  Book club.
l  ‘The Lavers Entertainers’.
l  ‘Teatime Stitchers’.

Bishops Stortford, Chelmsford and Harlow have good 
theatres, which take touring productions, ballet and opera. 
There are also multiplex cinemas at Bishops Stortford, 
Chelmsford and Harlow. 

Old Harlow and Ongar have small libraries and there is 
also a weekly mobile library; Chelmsford and Harlow have 
much larger branches.

Easy access to public transport and road links
The Rectory is about five miles from Epping Underground 
station (Central line), which has a large car park and trains 
run directly into the centre of London (Oxford Circus in 
45 minutes). The national rail network can be accessed at 
Harlow, with trains north to Stansted (Stansted Express) 
and Cambridge and south into Liverpool Street stopping 
at Tottenham Hale for excellent connections to the Victoria 
Line underground.

The Rectory is about two 
miles from the Mll junction 7 
and no more than ten minutes 
from the M25 interchange. 
The area has speedy access 
(20 mins) to Stansted Airport 
without the drawback of being 
on its flight path. Gatwick, 
Heathrow and Luton airports 
are also readily accessible.

Matching Friendly Club.

Deer in Sandra’s Little Laver garden.
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APPENDIX D  
WHAT OUR CHURCH 
COMMUNITY 
MEANS TO US

When I moved to High Laver 31 years ago, I had to reorganise my life after being 
widowed. I attended High Laver church as I had always been a churchgoer and I was 
welcomed by the churchwardens. I soon realised that there was a social side too and 
all the churches in the Benefice are always welcoming. All the Churchwardens are very 
approachable and hard working. The “Friends” of both The Lavers and Matching raise 
money with a variety of events and this makes for a close and enjoyable community. We 
have always been lucky with our clergy who join in with all the social side as well as the 
church administration. Anyone coming here to join us will find a ready made, happy and 
enthusiastic community.      Mollie, 90 years young!

Learning about Christianity, going out to the Feast Room 
with the group and making something that they can come 
back and show to everyone in Church, either a drawing or 
reading a prayer. Everyone is so friendly
Helen Aged 9 when asked what going to Church meant to her

I joined Matching Choir two years 
ago and I really enjoy it. Then I started 
going to The Lavers Services too. 
Everyone who comes to our churches 
are friendly to me and it is like a big 
happy family. I am so happy when  
I am able to help in the churches –  
I do anything! When I walk through the 
church door I just switch off and it is 
so relaxing and peaceful.      Hilma

After a long walk, a visit to 
your beautiful church was a 
welcome respite. Thank you 
for having an open door. 
Visitors’ Book, from London

I have been going to Church for 19 years. I opened 
the Church door at a time when I needed something 
constant in my life and I found what I was looking 
for here in Matching Church. I was confirmed a year 
later. There is something about the Churches in this 
Benefice and the people who worship here that feels 
right for me. We are all very different people, from 
very different backgrounds yet we worship together 
and enjoy each other’s company in many different 
aspects of Church life”.     Sandra aged 68
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I started attending these delightful churches just 8 months ago having lived a busy life, 
without church, as so many do, for a long time. The warmth and joy I meet every time 
I attend services or social events has helped me re-affirm my faith and kindled a desire 
to learn and understand more and more. Sunday mornings have become for me my safe 
place where I can refresh and re-arm for the busy week that follows. The expression 
‘church family’ has never been truer than here in The Lavers and Matching.          Chris

We became involved with St Mary, Magdalen Laver church in 
early 2008. We were preparing for our wedding in September 
2008, and trying to find somewhere that we would both feel 
welcome and comfortable, as individuals and as a couple, and 
it was really important for us to find somewhere, that we would 
each be happy and feel able to continue, in our experiences.  
St Mary’s instantly gave us that! We were and still are, delighted 
to have become part of St Mary’s, our beautiful little church and 
the benefice as a whole. The love and support we have received 
has been really appreciated and we hope that we manage to 
return this in some way, to others in the church too. Since our 
wedding we have come up against various different challenges in 
our personal life, but we are very fortunate, in that everyone still 
supports and includes us; passing on their well wishes, not judging 
us, just supporting us.            Kelly & Dave Hadley

Thank you for 
leaving the door 
unlocked and so 
welcoming despite 
being empty. An 
oasis of calm on 
a warm day and 
was so pleasant 
to have a quiet 
chat with God.    
Visitor

I moved to Magdalen Laver just a year ago and knew no one. Having looked on the 
website I ventured to Little Laver on my first Sunday. I felt very uncertain but just through 
the door and Bunty came straight down to me saying hello and ‘you must come and sit 
next to me’. I was introduced to everyone over coffee and given a very warm welcome. 
I love the way that services are held in each of the four churches and am sure that my 
experiences of these have enhanced my faith. Subsequently I have made lots of new friends 
and am involved with several aspects of church life. This is a wonderful place to live and a 
community to belong to.             Alison
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APPENDIX E 
MAPS OF THE AREA
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St Mary Magdalen, Magdalen Laver
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Figure 1: EPPING FOREST and ONGAR DEANERY
(NB the Deanery does not include Nazeing, Roydon, Sheering)

APPENDIX F   
THE DEANERY OF 
EPPING FOREST AND 
ONGAR
The United Benefice of the Lavers and Matching is part of the Epping Forest 
and Ongar Deanery. Prior to 2013, the parishes were situated within the Ongar 
Deanery, but in 2013, in order to promote mission and provide mutual support, 
the Ongar Deanery joined with Epping Forest to form one deanery. Figure 1 
shows the extent of the deanery:
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The Deanery is developing three Mission and Ministry Units – Ongar, Epping 
Forest South and Epping Forest North – and it is currently envisaged that the 
united benefice of the Lavers and Matching will be part of the Ongar Unit which 
will contain the following parishes:

Blackmore St Laurence w Stondon Massey SS Peter & Paul

Chipping Ongar St Martin w Shelley St Peter, Greensted juxta 
Ongar St Andrew and Stanford Rivers St Margaret

Fyfield St Nicholas w Moreton St Mary, Bobbingworth St 
Germain & Willingale St Christopher w Shellow & Berners 
Roding

High Laver All Saints w Magdalen Laver St Mary Magdalen w 
Little Laver St Mary the Virgin

Matching St Mary w Matching Green St Edmund

As a Deanery, we have acknowledged the importance of these units initially 
developing informally and organically, in order that the right configurations are 
put in place. 

There are currently 3.5 incumbents/priests in charge in the Ongar Mission 
and Ministry Unit, together with one stipendiary curate, one house for duty priest, 
one retired priest with PTO and a number of lay ministers. 

It is envisaged that the United Benefice of the Lavers and Matching will 
form close links with the neighbouring United Benefice of Fyfield, Moreton, 
Bobbingworth and Willingale w Shellow & Berners Roding and that these 
parishes will all be served by one Priest in Charge together with the House for 
Duty Priest for which we are advertising, and a team of lay leaders. The House 
for Duty priest will be resident in The Lavers Rectory in Magdalen Laver. As the 
Mission and Ministry Unit continues to develop it is anticipated that there will 
be further collaboration as ministers and churches meet together for prayer and 
fellowship and to work more closely with one another in mission initiatives.

With a focus on Transforming Presence and the Diocesan strategy of Re-
imagining Ministry, the Deanery places a high importance on mission and on 
discerning and developing vocations. We see Lay Training as a priority for 
enabling the local church to be better equipped for mission and ministry. 

Clergy in the Mission and Ministry Unit (MMU) meet regularly for prayer 
and fellowship and there have also been meetings for Churchwardens and 
Treasurers. The number of Synod meetings has been reduced to three a year, 
to allow time for MMU meetings. The Chapter meets bimonthly at lunchtime and 
we rotate the day and the venue, to enable as many clergy as possible to be 
able to attend. 

The deanery looks forward to welcoming the new Priest.

Revd Canon Joyce Smith
Area Dean (January 2018)
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All Saints, High Laver – evening choral concert February 2018.
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Swans on the pond at Matching Green.


