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What we pray for in a new Priest 

 
❖ To be able to encourage and develop outreach and pastoral support to all age groups 

within the community whilst respecting and valuing the work past and present of our 
faithful members. 

 
❖ To be able to encourage families and young people to come to faith and worship; 

building on the excellent work already started. 
 
❖ To be adaptable to the different styles of worship across a multi-church Benefice 

including an Ecumenical Partnership, encompassing new ideas whilst respecting the 
traditions of each worshipping community. 

 
❖ Who stands firmly on the ground, is prayerful, has an easy familiarity with the Bible, 

has the ability to get alongside others and believes the Holy Spirit changes lives. 
 
❖ Who recognises the skills and gifts of the laity in proclaiming the gospel, both within 

the church and wider community. 
 
❖ Who will empower and encourage the ministry of others both lay and ordained and be 

able to support us in continuing to be a training benefice. 
 
❖ Who has a pastoral heart and is inclusive, welcoming, compassionate, a listener, 

strong, enthusiastic, robust and resilient. 
 
❖ A prayerful collaborative leader who can motivate and delegate. 

 
❖ To understand the importance of being a visible presence within the wider secular life 

of the villages. 
 
❖ Who has a good sense of fun and who will laugh with us in challenging situations. 

 

                                            



4  

A Braintree Overview 

 

Braintree is a historic Market Town with a population of 41,634 (Source: 2011 Census). 
Previously an industrial town it now mainly comprises retail and service industries. 
There have been several private housing developments in the town and further 
residential development continues. 

 
The Braintree District is the fourth largest in Essex by population (151,910) and is 
expected to grow by 8% in the period 2015 to 2025. It is anticipated that the number of 
over 65s in the District will increase by over 30% over the same period (Source: Local 
Authority Portrait of Braintree 2016). 

 
Braintree is a commuter town, many residents travelling to London, Chelmsford and 
Colchester for work. There is a good rail link to London Liverpool Street (journey time 1 
hour 3 minutes). The town has good access to Stansted Airport (approximately 20 
minutes) and good road links via the M11 (approximately 20 minutes). 

 
In December 2020, Braintree became home to the 1st electric car charging forecourt, 
offering super-fast reliable charging for up to 36 cars at the same time. It also provides 
basic services whilst your vehicle is charging. 
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Transport links 
 

• Stansted - 16 miles 

• Chelmsford - 12.5 miles 

• Colchester - 17 miles 

• Norwich - 76 miles 

• London by direct train from Braintree - 1 hr 5 mins 
 

Local Schools 
 

Braintree has Notley High School & Braintree Sixth Form college which is a very 
successful although heavily over-subscribed comprehensive school. The Sixth form 
opened in September 2009. Both gained Academy status in August 2011. There is also 
Alec Hunter Academy, which is in partnership with Saffron Walden County High School 
and Tabor Academy, which is part of the Loxford School Trust. There is St Michaels 
Church of England Primary School in Braintree, which recognises the vital role that they 
have to help shape the lives of the children by following Jesus' example they put the 
children at the heart of all they do. 

 
Great Notley has two large primary schools, Notley Green and White Court, both of 
which have good Ofsted reports, they provide a good level of education. 

 
Rayne has a primary and nursery school which accommodates approximately 300 
children. The school strongly believes that Primary education is significant and provides 
a foundation for children. It works closely with the families and community to shape the 
young people for the future. 

 
 

The Village of Black Notley. 
 
Black Notley is situated south of the town of Braintree in Essex. For many years a small 
country village, Black Notley’s population has grown in the last twenty years. The early 
2000s saw the building of 350 houses on the site of the large hospital which had been 
part of the village for a century before closing in 1998. This development, still known to 
locals as ‘the hospital site’, added to the population which was 2,478 in the 2011 census. 
Many of the new residents commute to work from the nearby Cressing station. In 2016 
another development of 100 houses on the edge of the village alongside Bakers Lane and 
London Road was started also adding to the population. Black Notley has one shop 
which is a general store and a post office. It also has one pub and a hairdresser. There is 
a village hall and a community hall, both of which are well supported. 

 
St Peter and St Paul is the parish church, part of the diocese of Chelmsford. The church 
on the edge of the village is built of flint and pebble rubble and has stood on this site 
since the first half of the twelfth century. It is surrounded by quiet and peaceful 
farmland and is the starting point for many walkers following the extensive public 
footpaths. The distinguished naturalist John Ray was born in Black Notley in 1628 and 
is buried in the churchyard. 

 

Great Notley Village 
 

There are several small businesses including 2 hairdressers, dry cleaners, a dentist, 
doctors, vets practice, licensed café, Co-Op shop and a 24hr Tesco superstore. There are 
three nurseries located in the village, a community centre and of course the church. 
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and the Church in Great Notley. There are plenty of running groups and a children’s 
football lteam. The village pub/restaurant “The Prince Louis” has invited us to sing 
carols to their customers for the past 3 years helping to building a bond with other 
members of the village. 

 
The village is a 10-minute walk from the Discovery Centre which is a large country park 
that provides plenty of open space and activities for families. Braintree Village Outlet is 
a 10-minute drive from Great Notley. 

 
The average age of the village is 40 and a large percentage of the population is made up 
of families. There is also an ageing population scattered throughout the village. 

 
Rayne Village 

 

Rayne village is situated to the west of Braintree and sits just north of the main A120. 
Whilst on the outskirts of the urban conurbation of Braintree town, the village enjoys 
its own identity and is separated by open countryside. The population is around 3,000. 
Rayne is an attractive lively village, with many local clubs and societies, including 
Scouting and Guiding groups, football, cricket, table tennis, petanque, WI, allotments 
and Twinning association, to name a few. 

 
There is a large village hall set within playing fields with both football and cricket 
pitches, a very comprehensive children’s play area and BMX track. Adjacent to the 
playing fields there is a nature reserve with wildlife ponds. The disused Braintree to 
Bishop Stortford railway line is now a linear park known as the Flitch Way and is 
extremely popular with walkers and cyclists. There is a railway carriage museum based 
at the old railway station. 

 
There are several businesses based in Rayne: A post office and general store, a beauty 
salon and dog grooming parlour, two public houses, a bistro restaurant, an Indian 
restaurant and a café situated on the platform of the old railway station. 
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The Rectory 
 
 
 

 

Set centrally in the benefice, the Rectory is in a very desirable position on London Road 

with easy access to the A131 and A120. It was built to a high standard in 2010 and local 

amenities are reasonably close. 

Being on the main bus route to Braintree, Chelmsford and Colchester widens the choice 

of secondary schools. Braintree has three comprehensive schools: Alec Hunter, The 

Tabor and Notley High. The latter is within walking distance and offers sixth form 

education. St John Payne RC and Chelmer Valley, both situated in north Chelmsford, 

also offer sixth forms. Grammar school education is available in Chelmsford and 

Colchester. The University of East Anglia is on the Braintree side of Chelmsford and 

Essex University is in Colchester. 

The Rectory was purpose-built with a working study where meetings can be held. The 

attractive entrance hall has a cloakroom and a connecting door to the rest of the house. 

The ground floor comprises a dual aspect lounge, dining room, modern kitchen and 

utility room. There is access to the garden from the kitchen and the french windows in 

the lounge. 

The first floor has the master bedroom with its own private shower room, with another 

three bedrooms served by the family bathroom. 

The property is heated by gas central heating with radiators throughout. 
 

To the front is a good sized block-paved area offering ample parking and access to the 

front door. To one side of the property a gated driveway leads to a double garage. At the 

back there is a patio, a pleasing garden with lawn, fruit trees and shrubs. Neither front 

nor rear is overlooked. 
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St Peter and St Paul, Black Notley 

The Mission Statement of St Peter and St Paul’s from our Mission Action Plan: 
We exist: 
• for the glory and worship of God 

• to encourage Christian disciples in their journey 

• to bring the love of Jesus Christ to the people of our parish 

 
❖ We exist for the glory and worship of God 

We desire to give glory to God not only in our worship but also in our words 
and actions, in the way in which we conduct the business of the church and in 
good stewardship of our fabric and financial resources. 

 
Worship 

 

• Sung Eucharists are celebrated each Sunday. Occasionally incense is used. 

• The first Sunday of the month takes the form of an All Age Eucharist. 

• Morning Prayer is said in the church twice a week. During the pandemic 
Morning Prayer has been said daily on Zoom with an increased attendance. 

• A said Holy Communion Service and sung Evensong take place once amonth. 

• We have three dedicated Servers, and Members of the Congregation read 
Lessons and lead Intercessions at the Sunday services. 

• Our Choir, which is affiliated to the RSCM but does not robe, continues to lead 
the singing at Sunday morning Eucharists and Evensongs.  Where 
appropriate, anthems by a variety of composers are sung at these services and 
always at special services including The Advent Sequence, Nine Lessons and 
Carols and the Benefice Pentecost Service. We are encouraging children to join 
the Choir at the All-Age service. 

 

• Our Bellringers 
are augmented 
by other 
members of the 
Essex Northern 
District to ring at 
special services 
during the year 
including 
Remembrance 
Sunday when the 
bells are muffled 
to ring at the 
service at the 
Black Notley War 
Memorial. The 
bells are also 
rung at 
weddings. 
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Administration & Governance 
 

• The PCC meets once a month. There are 63 people on the Electoral Roll. Ours is 
an eclectic congregation with just over half living outside the Parish. 

• St Peter and St Paul’s is committed to following the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Policy. 

 

• Prior to Covid a 
substantial part of 
our finances relied 
on three major 
Fundraising Events 
: a Flower Festival, 
a Fete, which has 
recently been 
jointly organised 
with the Village 
Parish Council, and 
a Harvest 
Supper/Barn 
Dance. As well as 
raising money these 
events are very 
much seen as 
outreach activities. 

• We try to give as 
well - 10% of the 
interest from our 
investments is 
given to charities 
chosen by the PCC. 

 

• Gifts from the Harvest Festival are distributed to Black Notley village 
residents, to members of the church and to the Braintree Foodbank. 

 
 

Care of our buildings and churchyard 
 

• The church is in good repair. A quinquennial is due in 2021. 

• Last year two additional memorial walls were built in the Cremated Remains 
Area and the paths around the church were recently renewed. 

• The Florence Slater Room stands in the churchyard a short walk fom the 
church. It is named after our benefactor and was built using money from her 
bequest. In a recent refurbishment new tables and chairs were bought to enable 
flexibility in the use of the space and a more economical heating system was 
installed. 

• The PCC strives to ensure the biodiversity of the churchyard and the practical 
work is carried out by the Essex Community Services Payback Scheme. 
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❖ We exist to encourage Christian disciples in their journey 
 
• Our Lent and Advent courses are co-ordinated across the three Benefice 

churches, the latter meeting on Zoom this year. 

• Our Pastoral Care Co-ordinator and her team maintain contact with those not 
able to attend church and with those facing health difficulties. A successful 
Telephone Tree has supported parishioners during this year in times of 
lockdown. Home Communion is taken to parishioners unable to attend church. 

• Women’s Fellowship meets once a month. Their programme includes 
speakers, informal services, an outing, a garden party, and a Christmas Dinner. 

• Members of the Congregation have taken part in the Braintree Lent Lunches and 
supported the Women’s World Day of Prayer. 

 

• The Sunday Club 
meets once a month 
exploring and 
developing their 
faith through 
stories, games, and 
crafts. The Sunday 
Club participates in 
the life of the 
church throughout 
the year. 

• At the All-Age 
Service, Sunday 
Club children read 
the Lesson and lead 
the Intercessions. 

• On other Sundays, 
the children can 
enjoy crafts at the 
back of the church 
linked to the Gospel 
Reading. 

• Children are 
admitted to 
Communion 
following 
instruction. 

 

• We are a church where vocations are nurtured leading to one recent 
Ordination and another Ordinand in training. Our Licensed Lay Minister has 
been supported in renewing his ministry. 

 

• We endeavour to be a Fairtrade church. 



 

❖ To bring the love of Jesus Christ to the people of this parish 

 
 

• In 2019 it was decided to employ a Schools and Children’s Worker for 5 hours 
a week. 

 
 

• Before Covid we 
have run several 
Festival Fun Days 
for the children in 
the community. 
These have 
included a Maundy 
Thursday Meal, a 
Pentecost Party, 
and a Harvest Fun 
Day. These fun 
days have been a 
great way for the 
children to explore 
the Christian 
festivals and their 
meanings. Festival 
Fun videos were 
made during 
Lockdown for 
children to watch. 

 
 
 
 

• During Lockdowns Pyjama Prayers take place once a month on Sunday 
Evenings via Zoom. 

• When in Tier 4 a Crib Service and Jingle not Mingle were held on Zoom and 
livestreamed or recorded on to Facebook and You Tube. 

 
 

• Strong links continue with White Notley Primary School. Although not inour 
parish over 60% of the pupils travel from Black Notley. Our Schools Worker 
takes an assembly there every half-term and runs a weekly lunch club which 
sees around 18 children attend regularly. During Lockdown projects included 
“design a lockdown cross” and video assemblies were made for theschool. 
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• There is a strong 
relationship 
with the Scout and Guide 
Group in Black Notley. 
In 2019 they and White 
Notley School both 
supported the church at 
Remembrance by taking 
part in the church’s ‘design 
a peace symbol’ 
competition. 
It was a delight to welcome 
many of these children at 
our Remembrance Service. 

 
 

 

• Pre Covid, we 
developed our 
mission focus with 
adults by holding 
Afternoon Teas in 
the Florence Slater 
Room, attended by 
members of the 
congregation and 
friends from the 
Village and the 
Wider Community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• The new children’s activities have led to social evenings for Mums and Dads 
too. These have continued this year via Zoom. 

 

• Pre Covid, a Carers Group met fortnightly in the Florence Slater Room led by 
a church member from The Church in Great Notley. When conditions allow and 
it is safe to so do we shall be looking to encourage more groups like this. 

 

• Pre Covid, the church magazine was circulated free of charge around Black 
Notley. Christmas and Easter leaflets were delivered to every house in the 
Parish. 

 
We look forward to developing further those aspirations expressed in our Mission 
Statement, working alongside our new Rector and facing together the challenges 

ahead. 
 

12 
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The Church in Great Notley 
 

The Church in Great Notley is a local 
Ecumenical partnership of the Baptist 
Church, Methodist Church, United 
Reformed Church and the Church of 
England, in association with the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

 
Although we are an Ecumenical partnership, 
we are one congregation which meets on a 
Sunday morning to share in worship. 

 
 

The History of The Church 
 

The Church in Great Notley was established through the efforts of a small 
interdenominational group, meeting together for prayer and fellowship. The first  service 
was on 13th Jan 1998, meeting in a leaking portacabin in the centre of the village led by a lay 
leader. In September 2002 we had our 1st Service in the Community Centre. It was not until 
2005 that the first URC minister (also appointed to Christ Church, Coggeshall) was 
appointed (50%) to lead the church forward. In September 2009 a second minister was 
added to the team, from the Church of England, who we shared with St Peter’s and St Paul, 
Black Notley. 

 
Throughout this time the congregation was seeking to build a new, purpose-built church. 
Land had been set aside by the developers of the village and the members set about raising 
the funds necessary to build the church, which saw fruition on Sunday 22nd August 2010 
when we held our 1st service. The church has continued to grow and flourish. 

 
The Character of The Church 

 
The Church in Great Notley is distinctive in that, although it is a partnership of four 
denominations, it is one congregation which meets on a Sunday morning sharing in worship 
that follows the traditions of the denominational partners. Many of the members identify 
themselves as members of The Church in Great Notley rather than a specific denomination. 
People enjoy a range of music from traditional hymns to more modern choruses. 

 
A financial report can be provided if requested. 

 
 

The Mission of The Church 
 

The mission statement for the Church in Great Notley is: - 
 
‘To show the love of Jesus in word and action so that others may come to know him as Lord and 
Saviour’ 

 
The vision statement for the church identifies the following: - 

 
‘As followers of Jesus we believe we are called to love and serve God and our community in 
word and deed, in worship and daily living, and that we are given power to do this by the Holy 
Spirit' 
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We also have a special Methodist 
Covenant Service in January, a 
joint Pentecost Service with Black 
Notley & Rayne and special services 
for the local schools at Harvest, 
Christmas and Easter. 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 
In 2019/20 there were 2 baptisms, 
1 wedding and 5 funerals. 
We have a Baptism policy which 
reflects the traditions of all four 
denominations. 

The church continues to explore ways to engage with the local community through its young 
people and families and through supporting the elderly population. 

 
The Ministry Team 

 

The Church has historically been served by two ministers, one from the Anglican church 
(50%) and one from either the United Reform Church or the Methodist Church (50%). 
However, as Rayne Church has now joined the benefice, and we have in the past had the 
advantage of various curates and a non-stipendiary minister, this ratio has changed. Our 
present Free Church minister is Revd. David Sebley (URC), 25%, and Revd. Roman 
Kukiewicz is a Church of England curate, based at the Church in Rayne, but available across 
the benefice. 

 
The ministers chair Church Council and members meetings and line manage the two 
children’s workers, although one post is currently vacant. 

 
All the Ministry Team share in the pastoral care of the members as required. There is a 
pastoral care team made up of members, who are also authorised to administer Holy 
Communion in member’s homes. 

 
There is a regular review of the ecumenical status of the church by the Local Advisory 
Group which meets annually. This is attended by Senior Leaders of the partner 
denominations, the Ministry Team and members of the church. 

 
Worship at CiGN 

The pre Covid average attendance on a 
Sunday morning was between 45 and 

50 people. During lockdown we moved to online streaming of our services. 
 
 
 

There are set liturgies for the Anglican services and 
we also have a Methodist Worship Book. 

 
We follow the Lectionary during the Anglican 
communion service but other denominations are 
free to lead worship in their own style. 

 
We mainly use Mission Praise for worship though 
all the songs and prayers are projected onto the 
wall through Songpro. This also allows us to play 
music and show videos during services. 



15 
 

Congregational Meetings 
 

We hold a congregational meeting once every three months and these are well attended. 
They are an opportunity for people to share their thoughts on the work of the church and to 
suggest ideas on areas of mission and development. 

 
Church Council 

 
The Church Council meets once a month and consists of 10 members including the 
Ministry Team and elected members from the congregation. The Council acts as trustees 
and are responsible for all aspects of the churches work. We hold an Annual General 
Meeting in April which is always well attended. There are no elders in the church and the 
day to day running is overseen by the Ministry Team. 

 
 

Outreach 
 

Three years ago, the congregation identified the need to focus on children and young 
people. To develop this ministry we employed two workers, one focusing on Children & 
Families and the other to develop our schools & youth links. 

 
The Children & Family role has developed into more of a community liaison role but still 
includes developing Junior Church, Snackanory and Messy Church. 

 
The School & Youth worker has recently resigned but it is our hope to fulfil the position in 
the future. We have developed a strong presence in both our local primary schools. Both 
schools visit church regularly for special services. Thankfully, in the short-term, members 
of the church have stepped forward to continue with the links. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Schools and Community Worker was also engaged with the local nurseries,  
uniformed groups and other young people’s groups that meet in the village and was 
beginning to devlop positive relationsips and links with the church. 

Messy Church is held regularly 
during the year with mixed 
attendance. 

 
We also have a Holiday Club 

which runs during the Summer 
holidays. 

The After-School Club with a 
Christian focus (currently 
oversubscribed) attracts around 20-25 
young people. These children mainly 
come from the local primary school. 
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All activities (at present) are on-line, but we hope to re-establish them in full as soon as 
possible. 

 
We hold a Junior Church on a Sunday morning on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th Sunday of the month 
with All Age worship on the first. Attendance varies between 2 and 10 children. We have 
always struggled to find volunteers to assist. The leaders mainly use ROOTS as their 
teaching programme. The children start off in church for about 10 minutes and  then  
return at the end of the service during communion to share what they have been doing. 

 
The church has appointed a Parish Safeguarding Representative to oversee the safe- 
guarding of our young people’s work and we use the Diocese of Chelmsford policy for Safe- 
guarding Children and Vulnerable Adults. 

 
 

Foodbank 

The volunteers came from the 
village, congregation, and other 
churches. Due to the pandemic, 
we temporarily closed our centre 
in March 2020 but reopened in 
October 2020. 
The Trussell Trust operate a 
voucher system which enables 
the signposting of other services 
to the clients, to ensure they are 
getting the help they need. 

In early 2019, we began to explore 
how we could support the local 
community and opening a foodbank 
distribution centre was where we felt 
God was leading us. We opened our 
centre in October 2019, as part of the 
Braintree Area Foodbank, in 
association with the Trussell Trust. 
Braintree Area Foodbank already had 
centres on 3 days of the week in 
Braintree and the surrounding area. 
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Activities in The Church 
 
 

Other activities within the Church (all 
currently suspended due to the Covid 
19 pandemic) 

 

The Church usually hosts various 
activities throughout the month. 

 
We are also regularly used by various 
groups during normal times, who hire 
out the vestibule for their community 
groups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas tree made 
by the Friendship Club 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast at 
who let the dads out 

 
❖ Friendship Club. 

 
❖ Bible Study group. 

 
❖ A Fellowship group. 

 
❖ Men’s Breakfast Club. 

 
❖ A women’s Fellowship group. 

 
❖ Ladies Oasis group. 

 
❖ Coffee mornings. 
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At All Saints we believe we are called, with the help and power of the Holy Spirit 

to; 

1. Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

2. Welcome people of all ages to worship and fellowship 

3. Encourage growth in discipleship and ministry 

4. Care for those in need 

5. Seek to serve God in the wider world and care for God’s creation 

All Saints Rayne 

We endeavour to enable people to live out their faith as part of our parish community through the 

words of our Vision Statement, which draws on the Anglican Communion’s Five Marks of Mission: 
 

 
Introduction 

• There has been worship on the site for at least 800 years and there is evidence of it going 

back much further. The original Norman church being rebuilt by the Victorians with only 

the wonderful Tudor tower remaining of the original building. Over the past decade the 

church family had a vision of how the church could be renewed and reinvigorated to better 

serve and be at the heart of the community. This vision is now materialising through our re- 

ordering project. We feel this is an extremely exciting time at All Saints, and we look 

forward to having inspirational leadership to guide us forward. 

 
Church Buildings and Surroundings 

• The splendid grade 1 tower was built in 

1510 by Sir Giles Capel. In 1840 the body 

of the church was becoming such that the 

early Victorians decided that it needed to 

be rebuilt. The Choir and Sanctuary were 

extended in 1910, and a choir screen was 

erected at about the same time, which was 

paid for through public subscription. 

• Improvements were made in 2004 

notably the provision of mains water and the installation of a toilet. 

• The tower houses a peal of 6 bells dating back to 1841. In 1991 the complete ring was 

refurbished and rehung. The bells are rung for Sunday worship and other special occasions 

including weddings. 
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• The last quinquennial in 2019 reported that the Church was in sound condition, main items 

for attention are the internal decoration and the north slope of the Chancel roof requires 

retiling, the south slope having been replaced in 2019. 

• The Church has a single manual organ with ornately decorated casing. 

 

The Churchyard 

• This is enclosed, a section of which has been set aside as an Ashes plot, with two memorial 

walls, these were kindly funded by the Parish Council. They are now planning two more 

walls to be erected soon. 

• The graveyard is almost full. However, the Parish Council has obtained a parcel of land to 

the rear of the churchyard, consecrated in 2020, thus ensuring burial space into the future. 

 
The Church Hall 

• The “Old School Room”, a 17th century building some 800 yards from the Church. It is 

divided into three halls, the largest seating around 

70 people, and has an office/meeting room. As well 

as Church use, many other village groups use the Old 

School Room. Some significant work is required, and 

the PCC has obtained Planning permission to rebuild 

the rear halls, although a study into the viability of 

the building is under way at present. 

 
 

Worship at All Saints 

• Since lockdown, in common with other churches, we have found new ways to worship using 

Zoom, livestreaming on Facebook, and the benefice YouTube channel. This has brought the 

three churches of the benefice closer and helped us to rethink the way we do things. 

• Our refurbishment is aimed at widening the appeal of Rayne church for a 21st century 

community. We want to flexibly use the space afforded by the change to chairs and the 

possibilities of the audio-visual system to worship in a more inclusive way that appeals to 

families and the younger generation. 

• For the future we want to honour all that is good in our worship; a warm welcome, 

encouragement of lay participation in reading the Bible, leading intercessions, and assisting 

with Communion. But with an ageing congregation we must speak to a younger generation 

and bring them through the doors if we are to flourish into the future. We are praying that 

our new priest will help us do this. 



 

School Carol Concert 

• At present we alternate weekly between Holy Communion and services of the word, using 

the Rites of Common Worship with hymns taken from Hymns New and Old. We are open to 

change. We only get significant youth participation in normal worship when we are joined 

by Guiding and Scouting groups for special services, (Mothering Sunday, Harvest Festival, 

Remembrance Sunday, and the Christmas Toy Service). They also lead a service of renewal 

of Promises in July. 

• We offer Messy Church every other month and we want this to 

expand and prosper in our new church space. 

• There is a small but dedicated choir. Music is provided by the 

organ, a piano and, for the less formal services, a music group plays. 

• The Ministry Team consists of our newly ordained self-supporting curate, Rev Roman 

Kukiewicz and Chris Hutton, an experienced lay reader (PTO) who leads non-eucharistic 

services. 

• In 2019 there were; 3 Baptisms 2 Weddings 4  Funerals 

• The current electoral roll stands at 59 people 

 

Church Activities and Outreach 

• Our regular Sunday congregation consists of approximately 30 people and is getting older, 

but we think we punch above our weight. We raised more than £160,000 from grants, fund 

raising and donations for our recent project and showed determination and focus in the face 

of setbacks along the way. 

• We are committed (through a Heritage Fund grant) to develop heritage activities involving 

the school and community. 

• We have strong links with Rayne school; 

hosting visits, including an Easter Experience 

and Carol Concert in the church and in pre- 

Covid times a team going into school to lead 

assemblies. 

• There is a weekly Bible Study group, a 

popular Men’s Breakfast, a weekly Coffee 

morning for the elderly and a monthly Lunch 

Club, where up to 20 people share a two-course lunch and fellowship. 

• We have our Harvest Supper in September and host many very enjoyable themed meals. At 

Christmas we run a Bazaar and an annual Christmas Tree Festival. This encourages 

participation from village organisations and individuals (over thirty trees are normally 

displayed in the church each year) and attracts people to the church on an informal basis. 

The festival closes with a Christmas Concert involving the Rayne Primary School choir. 
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Chancel and Sanctuary 

• Refreshments are served after the main Sunday service to encourage informal fellowship. 

• All Saints hosts the Village collection point for Braintree Area Foodbank. 

• The Church produces a monthly magazine – Rayne in Focus – which is delivered free of 

charge to all houses within the ecclesiastical parish. The magazine receives financial support 

from advertisements and an annual grant from the Parish Council. 

 
Finance. 

• We have a proud record of always paying our Family Purse in full. Giving using Gift Aid is 

encouraged. Our Annual report and accounts are available on request. 

 
Our Vision for the future 

• The church is currently undergoing a major refurbishment, the first phase due for 

completion before Easter 2021. This first 

phase consists of repairs to defective plaster, 

complete redecoration, the replacement of 

pews with chairs, the installation of a new 

Audio/Visual system, and Broadband. Other 

work is planned in the future including new 

lighting, a kitchen servery and a draught 

screen installed in the tower arch to form an 

entrance lobby. 

 
 

 

•  The project was inspired by a perceived need to grow our congregation, encourage it to 

thrive and serve the needs of a 21st century community. 

•  It has been a long hard slog. But the sense of achievement is 

great, and we now want to capitalise on the flexibility that 

the reordered church building will bring. To develop the 

church as a local centre of worship and mission, as well as a 

community resource. 

• We are hoping that the re-opening of our church after these 

building works will signal a time of renewed spiritual focus 

and help us to be a transforming presence in our 

community. 

• We are looking for a Priest who will lead us in the exciting 

times ahead. 
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Worship Events at Rayne Church in Recent Years 
 

2016 Passion Play around Rayne village 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Messy Church 

 
 

 
Instant Nativity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday procession 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Livestreaming 
church 2020 

 
Remembrance Sunday 

 
 
 
 

 

2015 Bishop’s 

Missionary walk 

at Rayne Station 
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Fundraising & Social Events at Rayne Church in Recent Years 

One of the key driving forces for refurbishment of All Saints’ Church was to invigorate and enliven 

community involvement in our village church. As well as spending many tedious hours applying for 

external grants we spent years fund raising—our strategy was to put the “fun” into FUNdraising. 

Below are just a few examples of our many events, add to these 8 consecutive Christmas Tree 

Festivals, many concerts and coach trips, and events too diverse and numerous to list. All of these 

have involved a team of energetic and creative helpers and generous customers. 

The next challenge once the church reopens repaired and refreshed is that the energy that went into 

fundraising can be used to enliven our precious village community as it recovers from this damaging 

year of social privations. 
 



 

Conclusion 
 

 

Thank you for reading our Profile. We hope that you have been inspired to consider 

if you are being called to our Benefice in the next step of your ministry. 

 
 
St Peter & St Pauls, The Church in Great Notley, and All Saints offer a variety of 

worship and range of activities. Although we have made progress with the villages in 

our outreach activities there is plenty of work yet to be done. 

 
 
The Benefice looks forward to offering a very warm welcome to our new Priest and 

working alongside him or her as we move forward in the next stage of our 

development. 
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