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St Paul’s Church, Harold Hill 2021

Vicar of St Paul’s, Harold Hill

Welcome & Introduction

Welcome to St. Paul’s Church, Harold Hill!

Thank you for taking the time to read our Parish Profile. We are prayerfully seeking a
new Vicar for St Paul’s Harold Hill to lead and pastor our Church family (a man who is an
ordained priest in the Church of England.)

We are an Anglican evangelical church holding classical conservative-evangelical
convictions and what we believe to be a biblical complementarian position with regard
to leadership and ministry.

The vacancy has arisen due to the retirement of Russell Moul. Russell and Ailie Moul
served and sacrificed for our Church family for almost 20 years. We are now moving into
a time of re-set as members of the staff team move on and we recover from some of the
restrictions associated with the Covid pandemic. Some things won’t change, such as our
commitment to learning from God’s Word, to sharing the gospel, and to continuing to
build relationships within the wider community. But we now have the opportunity to
rethink how we go about things and we would love our next incumbent to help lead us
forward in this.
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We are a diverse family with focused Gospel convictions. We want to shine like stars in
the very crooked generation in which we live. We are a mixture of working and middle
class British, African, European and Asian people. We are not a very transient Church
family, nor is the culture in which we live so we value long term commitment. That said,
in the interest of transparency a number of people have left our family in recent years
and we do have people who dip in and out of church family life. We operate within the
Diocese of Chelmsford under the pastoral oversight of Bishop Rod Thomas, the Bishop
of Maidstone and with the legal oversight of the Bishop of Barking.

We are a Church who live, serve and worship God on an old (and demographically
evolving) Council Estate. Harold Hill is a beautiful place to live. Within Harold Hill is an
enormous nature reserve and deer freely roam the streets at all hours of the day. Crime
rates are relatively high, so we believe we are perfectly situated to hold out the name of
Jesus Christ – the only name under heaven by which people can be saved. That said, the
area is essentially family orientated and community-based. Many people have lived here
for generations. Typically, local people are up front, chatty and friendly. Please see the
Appendices for more detailed information on Harold Hill.
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Our Vision

We have a vision for the future which is that:

By God’s grace we would
be Holy as He is Holy

for His Glory, our good and the salvation of the lost,
through prayer, being filled by the Spirit and the renewing of our minds by

His uncompromised Word
so that we may be able to test and approve the will of God, be humble

servants of our Lord, each other and our neighbour and boldly proclaim the news
of Christ crucified.

We have a deep longing to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, within our local parish,
our wider communities and beyond. We are committed to seeing people come to faith in
Christ and to enabling Christians to grow in their faith and subsequent holiness. Our
‘catchphrase’ is: ‘Harold Hill to Holy Hill’. We long for people to be converted; and by
God’s grace we have seen the transforming power of the Gospel in recent years -
particularly amongst women.

We aim to be a church that reaches out to all people, builds them in their faith and sends
them out to live out that faith, wherever God has placed them. We want to be challenged
as we move forward together:

● To bring God glory.
● To know God better through His Word, and thereby grow in faith and spiritual

maturity.
● To make full use of the many different gifts and talents God has given us for His

service: every member ministry.
● To seek every opportunity to further the Gospel and reach ever more people.
● To be “salt and light” in our families, workplaces, social circles and communities.
● To deepen our understanding of God’s holiness and our sin. Currently, we struggle to

challenge ongoing sin, perhaps due to a lack of understanding of the Bible’s teaching
of Church discipline.

We are focused on biblical teaching and discipleship, built around loving, challenging
and supporting one another. We value truth, integrity and fairly direct communication.
We are looking for a man who loves Jesus and who will be committed to Him and His
people as we progress in our journey through this life with Him.
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Our Community
The Harold Hill council estate was built in the 1950s to house people from the East End
of London after WWII. St Paul’s was originally a church plant from a tin Church (!) in
Harold Wood, built in the 1950s.

We are now part of the London Borough of Havering, and (due to the sale of council
housing) the demographic of the area is changing. What was once a white working-class
area is now a mixture of this and many other ethnic backgrounds and many middle class
people.  It is still one of the cheapest places to buy homes in the Greater London area
and has some long standing deprivation and social issues under the surface, being in the
bottom 10% of the National Index of deprivation.

The church building sits on approx. 1 acre of
land, opposite a row of shops on Petersfield
Avenue. There has been significant
gospel-shaped planning for the future as the
existing building is in now in relatively poor
condition, though still very well used given its
limitations. Though timing for such a project is
unpredictable the new Vicar would be a vital part
of setting the priorities to ensure a building that
serves a fruitful gospel ministry. We will be glad
to explain the potential of the latest plans and
their present status with the diocese. Even
though it is some considerable time ahead, it
should be noted that a new vicarage is likely to be
part of the scheme and would therefore entail a
move for the Vicar and his household.

The Vicarage is next to the church building,
accessed from Redcar Road. It is a four bedroom
detached house with a driveway and has recently
been substantially refurbished, mostly at the
expense of the Diocese. It has a good sized garden
to the rear and front of the property, though that

Page 6 of 18



St Paul’s Church, Harold Hill 2021

may be in need of some TLC. The area in which the church building is located is served
by a bus route and is walking distance from excellent train links to central London. The
area is close to junction 28 on the M25.

St Paul’s has strong links with local schools. Bible assemblies are delivered to 3 schools
every week. We host Harvest, Christmas and Easter services for Primary Schools at the
Church, a short talk is given at each. Looking forward, we would like both to foster these
and make the most of them and encourage the schools to continue teaching the truths of
Christianity. We have members as Governors at 4 local schools.

Members of St. Paul’s church are trained to (and have run) the CAP (Christians Against
Poverty) life skills program pre-Covid.

Page 7 of 18



St Paul’s Church, Harold Hill 2021

Life at St. Paul’s
Our 10.30am Sunday morning services are at the heart of our church life. We seek to
have a relatively informal and intellectually accessible feel in our main Sunday morning
services. There is usually Sunday School and Creche provision (though this has ceased
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic). Our 6.30pm service is a simple 1-hour service
(which is sparsely but committedly attended) and is focused on preaching, praying and
praising. Most Sunday morning services feature a mix of well-known hymns and
contemporary worship songs which are intended to reinforce the Biblical themes and
teaching each week. Typical attendance on a Sunday is 50-60 people but can double on
some occasions. People generally stay for up to an hour after the service. We have
monthly all-age services and also share communion together each month. Church family
currently serve on numerous rotas covering everything from cleaning the loos to
preaching!
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Week-to-week
There are many other activities and opportunities to study or share the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ each week, we have listed them below. Please note, this is all
pre-Covid-19 so it may be slightly altered upon our return to ‘normality’:

● Prayer Meetings – We have a weekly online Prayer meeting where we read a Psalm
and pray together. It is usually attended by about 15 people. This has been better
attended online and we aim to provide an online option when we return to praying
in person. We also meet for prayer before each PCC meeting.

● Coffee Morning – An informal ‘meeting’ for friendship, mainly amongst older
people, but open to all every Tuesday morning at 10.30 am.  Typical attendance is
8-15 people.  There is a short Bible focused talk to assist conversations. This has, in
the past, been run and nurtured by our London City Mission worker (who departs
summer 2021). It is yet to restart after the pandemic, and although its future is
uncertain at this point, we would love to see this ministry continue.

● Ladies Bible Study – Ladies Bible Study is attended weekly by between 10-20
ladies. It has been mercifully blessed by the Lord with a few women coming to faith
over the past few years and many growing to love the Lord more deeply. We have
studied (most recently) the theme of Idols; identifying them and understanding their
ability to take God’s rightful place in out hearts. We are currently studying the book
of John which has been challenging, stirring and wonderfully encouraging. A
Christianity Explored course runs a couple of times a year alongside the Bible Study,
which has recently attracted a number of women. In the past Ladies Bible Study has
met in person with a creche for little ones, however, since the pandemic it has met
online over Zoom. We would like to resume in person but have always struggled with
creche provision.

● SPY, (St Paul’s Youth) – A discipleship group for secondary school age children and
operates on Wednesday evenings, with 3 teenage boys in regular attendance. We
pray on that the Lord would add many more struggling teenagers from the area to
their number.

● Children’s Work – In the past a very popular after school club for Primary aged
children was run by the previous Minister and his wife, but (sadly) due to a lack of
man-power it had to stop. This was an extremely effective way into the community

Page 9 of 18



St Paul’s Church, Harold Hill 2021

and into people’s hearts in terms of sharing the good news of Jesus.

● Little Stars – A toddler group meeting every Thursday morning during term time
with a short Bible story alongside craft/play activities. The group provides good
contact with families in the area (many attendees are not church members) and
opportunities to let them know about other church activities. Average attendance:
20-30 adults plus children.

● Men’s Group – This is a Bible study for men which has (to date) been run by our
Associate Minister (who leaves Summer 2021). It has been attended by Christians
and seekers and has been the springboard for a few discipleship 121 studies that
have branched off from it. In the past men’s groups haven’t really got off the ground,
though switching to Zoom during 2020 seems to have been successful in establishing
and maintaining a regularly attended Bible Study for men.

● One to Ones – Some 121s take place within the Church, but generally the mature are
stretched in their responsibilities and therefore it is hard to develop this area of
Church life. We would love to see it developed but believe that God will give us the
people/resources for this in His timing.

Page 10 of 18



St Paul’s Church, Harold Hill 2021

Less regular activities
● Ladies Book Group – About 5-10 ladies meet monthly to discuss an agreed book

choice. We take a break over the summer and try to each read a Christian biography
to share with each other when we come back together. Books we have covered in the
past are:

o Dealing with Disappointment, by John Hindley
o Respectable Sins, by Jerry Bridges
o Emotions, by Graham Beynon
o Gloria! The Archbishop’s Wife, by Ademi Sanusi
o God’s Smuggler, by Brother Andrew
o An Open Door, by Maud Kells

● Food Night – Free dinner for anyone on the last Wednesday of each month, inviting
anyone to enjoy a free meal (BBQ or Pizza) with their family or alone. There is a
simple 3-minute Gospel talk after the food (food for thought, if you like!). Food Night
has at times welcomed up to 30 people (predominantly non-Church-goers) and is a
great way to share the wonderful news of Jesus Christ and to demonstrate his
generosity to us.

● Painesbrook Court – A small team from St Paul’s run a monthly Worship service for
residents at a home for the elderly in Harold Hill, called Painesbrook Court. It has
run for many years and has been cherished and regularly attended by the residents
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and has been a beautiful avenue for developing relationships with the lonely. This
has also been where some of our Christmas Dinner guests come from. The
Painesbrook Court Service has (sadly) totally ceased due to Covid, but we are
hopeful about its restart with the anticipated return to normality.

● Church Weekend Away - In recent years, we have organised an annual weekend
away held at Letton Hall, a Christian conference centre in Norfolk.  These periods
have been extremely encouraging, refreshing and fruitful for growth and
(increasingly) in evangelising non-Christian guests.

● Christmas Dinner and Easter Breakfast – We serve Christmas dinner (in the hall
or as a takeaway) to anyone who would like it and open it up widely to people within
our local community who would otherwise be alone. Easter breakfast precedes the
service on Easter Sunday morning and is for the whole Church family.

● Childrens and Youth Camps - We encourage all young people to attend CPAS
Venture Summer Camps each year and support them in their fund raising activities
to help pay for those holidays where needed. The specific camps that we are
affiliated with are: Foremarke 3 and Sparkford 1 (Brambletyre). Children aged 7-11
attend ‘The Ranch’ annually. This is a children’s camp run locally over a weekend in
partnership with several others local Churches with a similar demographic: St.
George’s Church, Dagenham; Upney Baptist Church and Becontree Church.

● Teaching Days – The Minister has previously delivered occasional study days
focused on a theme or a particular book from the Bible.  These events are advertised
around the PiMM’s group so that others can also attend. We are also often invited to
attend various events at local Churches, such as ‘Living Out’ conferences, Colin
Buchanan concerts and New Years Watch Night services.

We have had a full-time London City Mission worker. He has delivered the Bible talks at
Coffee Mornings and Food Nights and delivers evangelism training courses at St Paul’s
and at other local Churches. He has also been a very dedicated ‘door-knocker’,
committed to pastorally caring for and sharing the Gospel with those he meets through
his endeavours. He will leave a gaping hole and will be sorely missed.

The Wider World

St Paul’s has strong links with CHI (Christian Hope International, formerly Containers of
Hope), MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship) and has supported various ‘one-off’ projects.
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Some aspects and areas of church life we would wish to continue developing in the
future are:

Outreach to the socially marginalised - This
summer (2021) we bid farewell to our London City
Mission outreach worker. We have valued his
ministry enormously (particularly his outreach to
people who socialise outside our Church building
and generally suffer alcohol and drug abuse) and
while he has now moved on, we would love to
benefit from another such worker or find
alternative means to continue that ministry.
Anyone with willingness/experience in this area
could have a plentiful harvest field in which the
Lord may choose to work.

Faithful Biblical Ministry and Discipleship (particularly amongst men) – We have a
strong history of Bible focused teaching, and it is essential that this continues. We would
love to grow our Bible literacy. We are (generally) not an academic Church, but we are
hungry for the Word, we enjoy direct and carefully explained teaching. We would like to
see all members of our church family become more Bible literate and to feel equipped
and confident to share the Gospel with others. (By God’s grace we have sent several men
forward for Ordination and one other who is now pastoring an AMiE Church).

Prayer – We believe prayer should be at the heart of all
we do, seeking God’s help and guidance by His Holy
Spirit. We want to grow in prayer as a Gospel
community; in large meetings, as small groups and
ministry teams, and as individuals, that we may deepen
our relationship with God and see him at work through
us

Social Media presence – A lot of people in Harold Hill
live in front of a screen. We have recently set up a
Facebook page which has had an enormous reach due to
a Christmas meal initiative during lockdown 2020,
however, we lack the manpower (and probably the
expertise) to maintain it and give it the momentum it
could have.
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We seek
A man who loves Jesus who is godly in personal and public life: above reproach, faithful,
self-controlled, not given to drunkenness, is gentle, not argumentative and content who
we will love, support, serve and submit to (2 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:7-9). We deeply
value prayerfully prepared, expository Bible teaching. We would love someone who can
hold to the above convictions and will happily get to know and share his whole life with
our Church family. We are seeking someone who, God willing, would give themselves to
ministry with us long term.

We are interested to discover what insights, talents, skills, interests and experience God
has given you that might contribute to the vision, longings, aims and focus we have
outlined in our introduction.

Harold Hill is something of a cross-cultural mission field, a lively community with an
above average crime rate and issues associated with the use and abuse of alcohol and
drugs (links to data in appendices). We need someone who is prepared to live within
and adapt to the culture in which we are situated without ever compromising the Word
of God. Where we live we have found that taking the time to persist with building
relationships can be labour-intensive, but we have witnessed the grace of God in seeing
that it does bear fruit. We know our Lord gives enabling power and can bring us the
right man for the job.

We look forward to meeting you!

Non-negotiables:

● A follower of Jesus Christ
● Someone who reads the Bible regularly
● Someone who is dependent on the Lord in prayer
● A man
● Not divorced (Matt. 19:7-9, 1 Tim. 3:2)
● Above reproach (2 Tim. 3:1-7, Titus 1:7-9)

Desirables

● Long-term commitment (as far as is dependent on him)
● Adaptable (potentially with cross-cultural living experience)
● Involved with the people among whom he lives
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Key Details

PCC

The PCC comprises 13 members and meets 6 times per year for regular business and
prayer.

The Electoral Role stands at 63

Parish share.

St. Paul’s has always paid its Parish Share in full, and we are grateful to God for His
ongoing provision of resources to fulfill all our Mission and Maintenance needs. We are
registered as a charity, number 1159458. Please refer to the Accounts in the appendices.

In the past we have made applications for grants from The Harold Hill Diamond Trust
which is a separate entity, articled to support Gospel Ministry and some social
interventions, e.g.: The Food Bank. These have helped to help pay for apprentice salaries
and house rental, and for a time the costs related to an Associate Vicar post.

We have also benefitted from grants from London Over the Border fund to support part
time lay ministry.

Patronage

Our patron is the Bishop of Chelmsford.

Safeguarding

We have two experienced Parish Safeguarding Officers and work in line with the
Diocesan Safeguarding policy.

MMUs (Mission and Ministry Units)

The Diocese encouraged the formation of MMUs, and St Paul’s is in an MMU (locally
known as PiMMs- Partners in Mission and Ministry) with 3 other Gospel hearted local
Churches.  The role of Convener rotates among the clergy.  While we do have good
relationships with them, we are not enormously involved with the other Churches due
to the demographic differences of our parishes – mission looks quite different in Harold
Hill compared to the surrounding areas. We have, however, worked quite closely with St.
George’s Church, Dagenham who are a similar Church in a similar situation – our
collaboration has been helpful and fruitful over the past 15 years.

Page 15 of 18



St Paul’s Church, Harold Hill 2021

ReNew

We were members of Reform and we uphold the ReNew covenant and GAFCON. We
believe in the supremacy of the Bible. As individuals, and as a church family, we commit
by God’s grace and in God's strength, to pray and work for a nation of healthy, local
Anglican churches throughout England.

Good Stewards Trust

Our Church pays its Parish Share through The Good Stewards Trust.

Administration

The Church complies with current Charity Commission requirements.

We operate with a database software system called Jethro which helps us to manage
church activities, rotas and to plan Sunday services.  Some of the reports available from
Jethro are included in the appendices.

Jethro has been pre-loaded with Songs, prayers, creeds etc. to make planning and
tracking easier.  Sunday services are presented by Microsoft PowerPoint and, since
Lockdown, online with a dedicated YouTube channel.
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If you have made it here, we greatly appreciate it! This is a view from the Vicarage over
London. We love where we live, and believe the Lord has many sheep here who still need to
hear his precious voice. If you would be interested in joining us to reach the unreached and

to build up and keep those already in his fold, please don’t hesitate to get in touch!
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Appendices

CofE Parish Spotlight

Havering Index of Deprivation

Crime in Harold Hill

Harold Hill at a glance
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https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/pdfs/04.05.pdf
https://www.haveringdata.net/deprivation/
https://www.ilivehere.co.uk/crime-statistics-havering-harold-hill.html
https://www.ilivehere.co.uk/check-my-postcode/RM3+9PT

