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History of St Francis Church, Barkingside  

St Francis of Assisi Church is located on Fencepiece Road, Hainault, a suburban area in 

the London Borough of Redbridge. It is a liberal Anglo-Catholic Church in both its faith 

 
 

144 Fencepiece Road, Hainault, Essex IG6 2LA 

expressions and Liturgy and welcoming of the Ministry of visiting clergy. It forms part of the 

Diocese of Chelmsford under the care of the Bishop of Chelmsford. Services have been 

held in the Parish since February 1934 when the first service was held in the waiting room 

of what is now Hainault Underground Station. In 1938, two halls were built on the existing 

Church site at Fencepiece Road with one acting as the temporary Church until 1956, when 

a brick building was built and consecrated.  The Vicarage is adjacent to the church having 

been built in 1956. It consists of four bedrooms, two reception rooms, study, kitchen, 

bathroom/WC, two separate WCs, a small utility room, garage, and large garden.  

A modern hall is situated to the rear of the church – St Francis Community Hall which was 

opened in 2008. It is the centre of a hub of community activities which includes a thriving 

children’s breakfast and afterschool club and pre-school run by an independent and 

privately owned Community Interest Company (CIC).  

In January 2001, the Church was severely damaged by a fire and remained closed until 

May 2002 when it was re-consecrated. The present Church building is accessible through 

a West door where you find yourself standing in the foyer which is located under the tower 

housing the church bell. Also, can be found, summary information about the church and a 

display of photographs of parishioners which gives visitors a general view of the diversity of 

the congregation. From here, the nave is accessible through a set of double doors. A small 

children’s area is located to the right. The Saint Damiano cross sits above the portable 

nave altar and just below the East window. Further down the central aisle, and to the left 

of the nave altar is a white stone font located just before the choir stalls. To the right of the 
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central aisle, you will find the Lady Chapel used for our 8am Sunday and weekday 

services. The church is in a very good state of repair and decoration.  

 
 

The Lady Chapel 

The Parish We Serve  

With a population, of around 12,967 (2011 Census), Hainault has the seventh largest 

proportion in the Borough of over 65s (1,858) and third lowest proportion of people of working 

age (8,154). Hainault is made up of 56% Christian denomination with the rest a mixture of 

other religions. A large proportion of the working-age population either commute into London 

or work locally. There is also some hidden poverty, unemployment, and many with low or fixed 

incomes.  

Primary schools: In the Parish is Fairlop primary school, which holds its harvest festival in 

Church each year. There is also a special school (New Rush Hall) and music service 

(Redbridge Music) located directly opposite the Church.  

Two other churches are situated in the Parish, Hainault Baptist Church off New North Road 

and Fairlop Evangelical Church located immediately next door to St Francis.  

Our Aims 

We take our duty of service of our community seriously and aim to make our Church reflect 

the diversity of the people of our parish. St Francis Church aims to continue to be a Christian 

community that loves God and shares his mission. We exist to celebrate God’s presence, 

communicate God’s words, encourage God’s family, educate God’s people, and demonstrate 

God’s love. 
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Our Worship  

Worship, music, and liturgy provides a 

framework for people to meet God. Our 

services and worship puts faith into practice 

through prayer and scripture, music and 

sacrament. There is a tradition of wearing 

ceremonial vestments together with the use of 

incense. The Common Lectionary is used for 

Masses on Sunday at 8am and the principal   

sung Mass at 10:15am. Normally, there are Masses during the week on Thursdays and a 

monthly healing and requiem Mass.  

The Life of the Church  

The Parochial Church Council (PCC)  

The PCC meets on average four times a year. Unfortunately, due to the Covid Pandemic 

last year, the PCC were unable to meet. Current elected PCC members include: 

• Angelina Chukwudire 
• Enoch Odoi 
• Rebecca Odoi 
• Richard Hollier 
• Connie Barnes 

 
Attendance  

On a typical Sunday, the congregation is around 25 including children and visitors from various 

parts of the world who appreciate our warm welcome. Last year, due to the Pandemic, we 

were unable to hold in-person services. Typically, attendance for Easter services is 43 and 

Christmas (Midnight Mass and Christmas Morning) are 35 and 27 respectively. 

Electoral Roll  

The number on the electoral roll stands at 52, of whom 31 resided within the geographical 

boundaries of the Parish and 21 outside. The numbers reflect the pattern of change common 

to most London congregations.  
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Redbridge Deanery have recognised that our communities have changed dramatically and 

that our inherited church structures are in many places feeling this strain, and not working as 

effectively for God's mission and ministry as they should.  

Sunday School  

There are approximately 11 children on the Sunday school roll. They participate in family 

services held on Good Friday and Christmas Eve. 

Scout Group  

The 1st Hainault Scout Group has been 

associated with St Francis of Assisi Church 

for many years and continues to attend 

Church Parade four times each year where 

the Group is able to celebrate its 

achievements by investing its new members 

and distributing badges to its members. The  

Group also have a presence at the Christmas carol service.  

Bible Study Group  

A Bible group was incepted over 10 years 

ago and met monthly in a member of the 

congregation’s home. However, since the 

Pandemic, the group meets fortnightly via 

Zoom which has proved popular and grown 

in number of attendees. We hope to resume 

in-person meetings as soon as guidance 

permits.   

Sacristan and Servers  

There is a small team of servers who operate on a rota basis at main Sunday services with 

one server available at other services. Prayers and readings are led by members of the 

congregation on a rota basis.  
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Music and Choir  

The Choir consists of five regular members for Sunday Mass, with two further attendees when 

work commitments permitted. Different settings for parts of the Mass are often introduced, and 

some popular worship songs. At Christmas we usually welcome back and work alongside 

Fairlop Brass for our annual Carol Service with the Scouts group. Choir practice is usually 

held on Friday evenings at 8pm in the church.  

Pastoral Care  

The Church has a team of willing helpers who visit the sick or housebound; clean the church 

and arrange the flowers. The Parish pays expenses to the incumbent in accordance with the 

Diocesan handbook. The Parochial Church Council (PCC) covers the cost of the telephone 

and broadband charges whilst the incumbent responsible for personal use. The PCC believes 

that the new incumbent should:  

• Be a prayerful Christ-centred person able to offer a vision of growth through mission.  
• Have an outgoing, warm, approachable personality and have good communication 

and leadership skills.  
• Be able to develop and offer Pastoral and spiritual care to all members of the 

congregation.  
• Make energetic efforts to progress effective ministry amongst young people and 

working with other interested stakeholders; and  
• Working closely with neighbouring churches and the Deanery.  

 

Community Work and Social Events 

At St Francis, we take our duty of service to our community seriously. As such, the St Francis 

Centre is used for a variety of community-based projects, with the aim of reflecting the diversity 

of the people in our parish and our life together. Over the years, there has been considerable 

housing development but without a corresponding development of community facilities. The 

Hall continues to be a valuable community resource and is a prime venue for hire by 

community groups wishing to be based or to operate in Hainault.  

Parish Lunch  

The year usually begins with a Parish post-Christmas Lunch in January at a chosen local 

restaurant. 



St Francis Church Barkingside – Parish Profile 8 

Baking with Brass  

The Fairlop Brass Band Concert “Baking with Brass” is usually followed by an afternoon of tea 

and cakes, and this is usually well attended by members from the St Francis congregation 

and their friends, and friends of Fairlop Brass Band. The event is a fundraising opportunity 

with monies raised donated to the church by the Brass Band.  

Pentecost  

Pentecost Day Service brings another opportunity to worship with the Scouts Group and their 

parents followed by lunch provided by the Church and Scouts Group. Members of the 

congregation are often encouraged to wear something in ‘red’ in celebration of the birth of the 

Holy Spirit.  

Harvest Festival  

The Harvest Festival is held in September and attended by the Scout group and their parents. 

Food donations are encouraged from both the congregation and the scouts for our local food 

bank.  

Christmas Bazaar  

Our main fund-raising event for the year is the Christmas Bazaar. The success of our bazaars 

is normally attributed to the enormous amount of effort made by many of the congregation to 

publicise the event through the production of leaflets, larger banners, utilising free local media 

tools etc.  

Christmas Services  

Crib Service on 24th December; Midnight Mass on 24th December; Christmas Day on 25th 

December and Watch Night Service on 31st December.  

Communications  

A news stand at the back of the church which displays Christian literature and Diocesan 

information, and a website collective called the ‘St Francis Centre’, also details Church and 

community activities underway. Please visit at www.stfrancisbarkingside.org  

 


