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St Andrew, 

Hempstead 

St John the Baptist with Our Lady & St Laurence, Thaxted 

St Mary the Virgin, 

Radwinter 

St Mary the Virgin, Little Sampford St Michael, Great Sampford 



 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit our mission is to present Jesus in life and work in ways that all 

will be led to know him and to follow him as Lord and Saviour. 

THE BENEFICE 

We are seeking a new Parish Priest for our Benefice of four Parishes with five churches.  We can 

offer a vibrant rural area, with a mixture of large and small churches, in beautiful North West Essex.  

Our committed church communities are seeking to build on the progress made under our last 

incumbent and to grow by taking advantage of the expansion of our villages, whilst at the same time 

maintaining our strong community feel. 

https://www.ttsrh.org/ 

THE BROADER CONTEXT 

The Benefice is situated in the north western corner of the county of Essex within the District 

Council of Uttlesford.  It forms part of the Saffron Walden Deanery and is in the Colchester 

Episcopal area in the Diocese of Chelmsford. 

Originally there were four parishes: Thaxted; Great Sampford; Little Sampford and Radwinter. with 

Hempstead built as a Chapel of Ease to Great Sampford.  Hempstead later became a parish in its 

own right and was held in plurality, firstly with Great Sampford and later with Radwinter.   

The Benefice, as now constituted, was formed in June 2017 by joining the Parish of Thaxted with the 

Benefice of the The Sampfords with Radwinter and Hempstead (the Villages). 

Three of the villages churches have a history of ‘middle-of-the-road Anglicanism’, Radwinter has had 

a long standing Anglo-Catholic tradition (although somewhat diluted in recent years), and Thaxted 

remains strongly Anglo-Catholic.  The different traditions of churchmanship between Thaxted and 

the Villages are respected and accommodated, and this works well.  

 

PATRONS 

The Patrons are the Bishop of Chelmsford, New College Oxford, Keble College Oxford and the 

Guild of All Souls.  The right of presentation has been suspended because of pastoral reorganisation 

but this is now complete and we anticipate the suspension being lifted in due course. 

 

OUR NEW PRIEST 

We need a priest who: 

 

• is committed to rural ministry and understands the challenges we face in the Benefice; 

• will engage with our whole community, young as well as old and not just those in the church;  

• brings energy and fresh ideas, encouraging growth in our congregations; 

• will be a visible presence in the life of our local primary schools; 

• has strong pastoral skills and is approachable; 

• will wholeheartedly embrace the variations in churchmanship between Thaxted and ‘the 

Villages’; 

• appreciates and supports the strong musical tradition that exists especially at Thaxted. 

 



THE MINISTRY TEAM 

In addition to the incumbent there is a team of six providing support: 

• Revd Susannah Lacon SCP, Associate 

Priest 

• Revd Christopher Brown, retired but 

providing regular support 

• Revd Graham Ridgwell,  retired but 

providing regular support 

• Adrian Wright, Reader 

• Canon Graham Cook, Authorised Lay 

Preacher with permission to lead 

worship 

• Revd Hilary Davey, retired but 

providing regular support 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

A Benefice Administrator was appointed before the Pandemic, and although this role has been 

temporarily discontinued, there is agreement that it is a much needed function which should be re-

instated now that we have a better understanding of both the requirements of the job and the 

person to fill it. 

 

THE VICARAGE 

The Vicarage is just a few hundred yards away from Thaxted church.  Built in 1974 it is a very 

comfortable five-bedroomed detached house with beautiful views over the Chelmer valley. 

 

GOVERNANCE 

Although each Parish has its own Churchwardens and PCC, there is an opportunity to rationalise 

and consolidate the governance and management of the Parishes. 

 

THE SERVICE PATTERN  

Patterns of worship differ somewhat between Thaxted and ‘the Villages’, the legacy of the way in 

which the Benefice came together.   

Much unification has gradually been achieved, with all five churches using a similar Liturgy and the 

same Hymn Book.  More and more people are willing to travel around the churches and enjoy the 

benefits of worshipping together but it is still a ‘work in progress’ as we feel our way forward. 

 

Thaxted 

 

At Thaxted there is a Said Mass at 8.00am and a Sung Mass at 10.00am each Sunday.  On the 4th 

Sunday of each month the 10.00am Mass is ‘Open Doors’, an all age service open to everyone which 

actively involves families, those who wish to access Eucharist worship in a more informal way and 



those coming to church for the first time.  There is a Said Mass at 10.00am each Wednesday and a 

6.00pm Angelus each Saturday. 

 

Thaxted Church Choir attends all the Thaxted church festivals such as The Festival Mass, Patronal 

Festival, Corpus Christi and the Assumption as well as the regular Sunday services. The Organist at 

Thaxted is a paid post.  Other musicians can help out when needed. 

Plough Sunday is a major diocesan wide event at Thaxted and is supported by the Morris Dancers in 

a traditional role.   

As in the Villages, the Remembrance Sunday service is well supported in Thaxted with attendance of 

more than 400 people in some years.  We have strong links with the local Royal British Legion, local 

uniformed youth groups and the Army at Carver Barracks. 

The Crib Service on Christmas Eve is very popular and attracts people from far beyond the town.   

This is organised in partnership with the local Cancer Research Charity who also support the 

community Christmas Tree. 

There is an Advent Carol Service every year and Midnight Mass is held at Christmas.  We have a 

complete number of services each day of Holy Week and the Easter Triduum with a Walk of 

Witness held on Good Friday. 

Evensong is held on occasions. 

 

The Villages 

 

Each church has two services a month, an 8.00am Holy Communion (1662) and a 10.00am Sung 

Eucharist so that there are normally two services among the villages each Sunday. One of the 

10.00am services, in rotation, becomes a non-Eucharistic service.  The pattern for key festivals, such 

as Easter, Advent, Christmas, Mothering Sunday and Harvest is that they become a united service for 

all the village churches and are rotated around the churches annually.  Once a month, at the Sung 

Eucharist, the young people have a separate activity entitled ‘Churchtastic’. 

There are two exceptions to the above.  Remembrance Sunday, when there is a service in every 

church, as the connections around the individual parish memorials are so important to maintain.  

When there is a fifth Sunday in the month then there is only one service for the whole united 

Benefice, a Sung Eucharist, rotated around the churches in turn. 

There is no choir for the Village churches, but on major festivals the singing is led by the Sampford 

Singers, a non-Church group of largely Church members, who have now offered to support one 

Sung Eucharist each month. There are organists who regularly play in each Church and other 

musicians help out when required. 

Lay people act as sidesperson, read lessons and sometimes lead the intercessions. There are robed 

servers, some of whom administer the chalice. Children have in the past played a significant role in 

the All-Age Eucharist.   

There are a number of ‘local’ services – for example on Christmas Eve, the ‘Crib Service’ at 

Radwinter, and at Hempstead a service of Nine Lessons and Carols with readings by members of 

village societies.   

 

Attendance  

 

Thaxted attracts on average 12 to the Sunday 8.00am service; 50 to the Sunday 10.00am and 15 to 

the Wednesday 10.00am service. 

 

The Villages have an average of 8 attendees at the 8.00am service on Sunday and 20 to the 10.00am 

Service on Sunday. 



 

All Parishes report a reduction in attendees since the COVID 19 pandemic and this has not yet been 

fully recovered. 

  



LIVING IN OUR COMMUNITY 

 

 

The population of the Benefice at the 2011 census was 4,745 but by 2019 this was estimated to have 

grown to 5,379.  The population breakdown is as follows: 

Est 2019 Under 9 10-19 20-64 Over 65 Total 

Thaxted 415 313 1918 838 3484 

Radwinter 55 71 385 137 648 

Great Sampford 46 33 338 124 541 

Hempstead 36 50 226 103 415 

Little Sampford 21 17 142 55 235 
 

573 484 3009 1257 5323 

 

The Benefice is a rural community with relatively little local employment within the parishes.  The 

majority of people commute to work in other centres, many to London.  There are three Primary 

Schools in the community – Thaxted Primary School, Radwinter Church of England Primary School 

and Great Sampford Primary School.   

The Church has a close involvement with Radwinter Primary School, the incumbent being ex-officio 

Governor and taking a weekly assembly.  A good working relationship exists with the schools at 

Thaxted and Great Sampford with the Rector being invited in to take assemblies each term.   Senior 

schools are located at Saffron Walden, Great Dunmow and Newport.  

In addition to the normal service pattern there are additional activities such as Lent Suppers and 

Lent groups each open to the whole Benefice.  All the churches are used for varying community 

events 

  



THE CHURCH BUILDINGS AND RESOURCES 

All our churches are listed buildings and all are heated.  Toilets suitable for the disabled have been 

installed at Radwinter and Great Sampford. Little Sampford has a composting toilet in its award 

winning conservation Churchyard.  

Thaxted is working towards making The Chantry a community resource with toilets, meeting room 

etc but in the meantime the congregation are welcome to use the facilities at The Swan Hotel.  

Other facilities 

Thaxted has its own Church Hall, but there are good village halls in each community available and 

used for church and social activities as required. 

Bell Ringing 

There are established groups of ringers at Thaxted, Radwinter and Hempstead. The bells at Great 

Sampford cannot be rung for safety reasons and there is only one bell at Little Sampford. 

Thaxted has recently established a handbell group.  



THAXTED 

The Church – St John the Baptist with Our Lady & St Laurence 

Thaxted has a long Anglo-Catholic tradition established by Revd Conrad Noel in the early 1900s.  

Our congregation is mainly older people but we would like to encourage more young families 

moving into the new housing to join us and so have established a monthly ‘Open Doors’ Eucharist. 

The mediaeval church stands on a hill, dominating the town.  It is of cathedral proportions and was 

described by Sir John Betjeman as ‘One of the great churches of England’.  At the beginning of the 

last century Revd Conrad Noel, brought music, dance and social justice to the church and the legacy 

still lives on.  The musical tradition was enhanced by Gustav Holst, a one time resident and organist.  

 

 

 

 

The Lincoln Organ is a little altered Georgian Organ, awarded 

a Grade 1 certificate by the British Institute of Organ Studies, 

which was extensively restored in 2006.  

https://thaxtedlincolnorgan.uk  

 

 

 

 

We are much in demand for weddings as our beautiful church, with its large capacity, attracts young 

couples from far afield.   

The parish is part of ‘Churches Together’ in Thaxted and works well with the congregations of the 

Roman Catholic, Baptist and URC churches.  A committee representing all these congregations 

produce a Parish Magazine – ABC&U – which is delivered to all the homes in Thaxted (abc-u.co.uk). 

We would appreciate a priest who is happy to embrace our tradition and keep the Eucharist at the 

heart of our services. 

https://www.ttsrh.org/thaxted  

Governance 

Thaxted has two Churchwardens and an active PCC with 15 members. 

Our Community 

In addition to the town of Thaxted, the parish contains the hamlets of Cutlers Green, Bardfield End 

Green, Sibleys Green, Monk Street, and Richmond's Green.  A weekly market is held in Thaxted. 

Thaxted Surgery, situated in Margaret Street, provides general practice healthcare to the community 

and the Thaxted Centre for the Disabled, founded in 1963 and situated on Dunmow Road, supports 

persons with physical disabilities through volunteers.   

Humfrey Lodge provides a homely environment for older people, including those with dementia.   

Thaxted offers a range of facilities including the Public Library, a Tourist Information Office and the 

Post Office; tourist attractions such as the Guildhall and the windmill and independent shops such as 

Vrve and Gifted.  There is a cricket ground, a bowls club, a tennis club and a recreation ground that 

hosts a number of football clubs catering for children from the age of 6 to adults. 

https://thaxtedlincolnorgan.uk/
https://www.ttsrh.org/thaxted
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cutlers_Green
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bardfield_End_Green
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bardfield_End_Green
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monk_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richmond%27s_Green
https://www.thaxted-surgery.co.uk/
http://www.the-trumpet.co.uk/community/thaxted-disabled-centre/index.html


A recent Clubs and Societies Fair attracted around 35 groups, representing a wide range of activities 

available locally. 

Thaxted’s Church Hall has recently been refurbished under the management of a separate Trust 

which is well integrated into the church.     

The annual Thaxted Festival takes place over four 

weekends in June and July every year, presenting a 

programme of musical concerts in the Church 

supported by people from a wide area. Annual 

productions by the school are also accommodated in 

the church and children and their parents are 

welcomed for their Harvest and Christmas services.   

Our Monday outreach event is the ‘Chat Café’ which 

has proved a popular sociable meeting and brought 

many new people into the church on a regular basis. 

On Thursday mornings during term time, the Church 

runs ‘Little Ladybirds’ for Children (0 to pre-school) 

and their carers from 9.00am until 11.00am in the 

Church Hall as a place for little ones to have fun, play 

with other children, take part in craft activities, sing 

songs and listen to stories. 

The Thaxted Parish Council publish a community 

magazine published three times per annum. 

 

Carpet of Flowers for Corpus Christi, Thaxted 

 

  

https://www.thaxtedfestival.co.uk/


THE VILLAGES – RADWINTER, THE SAMPFORDS & HEMPSTEAD 

The Villages have an award winning quarterly magazine, AMBO, which normally includes an article 

written by the Vicar.   

RADWINTER 

The Church – St Mary the Virgin 

The church stands in the centre of the village and is mediaeval in origin, with the nave dating from 

about 1250, albeit much of the church was heavily restored and enlarged in 1869-70.  Some 

elements of the old church were kept, including the 14th century porch.  Further work was 

undertaken later with the rebuilding of the tower and spire - there are eight bells in the tower, and 

the fourth and seventh are by Robert Oldfield, dated 1616..  More of the original old church can be 

seen inside, including the 14th century nave roof. There is fine Victorian work as well, particularly 

the chancel screen.  The reredos is what many consider to be Radwinter's greatest treasure - it is 

Flemish and from the early 16th century and shows scenes from the Life of Our Lady. 

https://www.ttsrh.org/radwinter  

Governance 

Radwinter has one Churchwarden, and one deputy, supported by an active PCC, including a strong 

Treasurer, together with a wider group of helpers.  Having said this, the group is getting older, and 

additional helpers will need to be identified over the next few years. 

Our Community 

Other than Radwinter village itself, the parish is largely rural, with farming the predominant activity.  

The village is small and closely connected, with many of the older houses and cottages dating back to 

the Tudor times.   

The centre of the village consists of (in addition to the Church) a number of buildings including a 

village hall, post office and primary school that are listed for their historical and architectural value. 

They were constructed in 1873 after a fire that 

destroyed half the village.   

There is also a sport and recreation ground (with 

active football, cricket and bowls clubs as well as a 

recently constructed pavilion) and a local public house 

and restaurant, The Plough Inn.   

The church has to remain locked, unless supervised, 

as a condition of the insurers due to the wonderful 

items it contains. It is opened on the first Saturday 

morning of each month for a Coffee Morning, a 

popular social event that provides an opportunity for 

visitors to review its treasures.   

The Zeta House in the churchyard is open daily and 

provides a library and quiet space that is much used 

by the villagers. 

 

 

  

Children in Radwinter Church during the Flower Festival 

https://www.ttsrh.org/radwinter


THE SAMPFORDS 

The Church – St Michael (Great Sampford)  

In Great Sampford the church forms the focal point of the village, overlooking open fields.  Whilst 

much of the church was built (it is said by the Knights Hospitallers) in the 14th Century, the south 

chapel is late 13th century and was the transept of a former church. The windows of the chancel 

have fine tracery, particularly the large 5-light east window. On the interior the chancel has stone 

arcades above stone benches, said to have seated Knights Hospitallers.  

https://www.ttsrh.org/great-sampfordd2bcb38a 

The Church - St Mary the Virgin (Little Sampford) 

The church in Little Sampford shows evidence of an interruption of the building work after the 

lower 2 stages of the tower were completed before the mid 14th century, probably due to the 

intervention of the Black Death. The nave with quatrefoil clerestorey windows is 14th century the 

chancel was rebuilt and the north porch added in the late 15th century. The interior has a number of 

16th, 17th and 18th century monuments.  

https://www.ttsrh.org/little-sampford  

Governance 

The Sampfords have two Churchwardens, and one deputy, 

supported by a PCC with a Treasurer and a further two 

members. 

Our Community 

The Sampfords - Great Sampford includes a primary 

school, a pub and restaurant and a playground with a small 

football pitch and a tennis court. Little Sampford consists of a 

small number of isolated houses and farms.  Both churches 

are open daily.  Little Sampford hosts a fortnightly afternoon 

event, ‘Have I got news for you’ that takes varying forms and 

is a popular social activity that is not restricted to church 

members.  The churchyard has a popular Nature Trail for 

adults and children.   

The ‘Sampford Signal’ provides an electronic diary of services and events.   

The annual Pet Service is a good outreach event and 29 children 

attended the 2020 Pentecost Service, which focussed on the 

theme of ‘Wind’.  

There are close links with the Baptist church in the village, who 

participate in the monthly ‘Seedlings’ initiative which is a group for 

pre-school children and their carers.   

The Sampfords has a long established Cricket Club which 

celebrated its Bicentenary in the 1980s and is now the owner of 

the freehold to its ground and the newly built pavilion.   

There is a Village Hall, shared with the school, used for a wide 

variety of activities including a successful Youth Club 

supported by the church.  

 

 

  

Children exploring the theme of ‘Wind’ at the 

Little Sampford Pentecost Service 

The Pet Service at Great Sampford 

https://www.ttsrh.org/great-sampfordd2bcb38a
https://www.ttsrh.org/little-sampford


HEMPSTEAD 

The Church – St Andrew 

St Andrew’s is a mediaeval church dating to 1229 which stands on one of the highest points of Essex. 

The church has a number of historical connections, and its Harvey Chapel is dedicated to William 

Harvey who discovered the circulation of blood and Eilab Harvey who commanded the Temeraire, 

the support ship to Nelson during the Battle of the Trafalgar.  The crypt is the burial place for 

members of the Harvey family, which houses a number of lead coffins.  St Andrew’s recently held a 

Harvey Memorial exhibition, to highlight the need for funds to restore the monuments of William 

Harvey - this is ongoing.  

https://www.ttsrh.org/hempstead 

Governance 

Hempstead’s PCC is a team of three, with one Churchwarden and the support of a retired 

Treasurer. We are actively looking to expand our team.  

Our Community 

St Andrew’s sits in the heart of Hempstead Village, surrounded by 

rural Essex countryside. The community is socially and economically 

diverse. Most of the younger Hempstead children go to school in 

Radwinter. Historically farming was the main employer in the village; 

today, many residents commute to work, mainly to London or 

Cambridge; nevertheless, farming is intrinsically linked within the 

local community. 

There is an active parish council which meets monthly, and a village 

hall which is used by various village societies, including Scouts/Cubs, 

Amateur Dramatic Society and for Parish Council meetings. The 

Glebe has a new recreation area. 

A monthly newsletter is emailed to residents of the village which 

includes news of village life and events, including church services.   

  

Stir Up Sunday at Hempstead 



FINANCE AND FUND RAISING 

The four PCCs are each responsible for their own finances, another area where rationalisation may 

eventually be possible.  Our Benefice Family Purse payment to the Diocese in 2021 will total £83,956 

which is divided up between the parishes in an agreed formula.  This was met by all parishes other 

than Radwinter.  Established regular giving schemes taking full advantage of Gift Aid are in place in 

each parish.  

Thaxted 

Thaxted Parish Church has an annual turnover of c. £100k per annum with approx. 40% through the 

Parish Regular Giving Scheme.  Income is also generated through Church hire fees and our 

fundraising events.  The COVID19 pandemic has resulted in a ~50% reduction in our income.  Our 

major expenditure items are the Parish Share, insurance, utilities and the upkeep of three 

churchyards.  We have approximately £130k in reserves with about half in restricted funds.  Our 

previous Quinquennial Report listed c. £300k in Class A works and we are planning a project to 

replace the antiquated lighting at a cost of around £240k. 

The Chantry project is under the control of a separate Trust, with the Rector and Churchwardens 

as Trustees. 

Radwinter 

Finances for running costs have been stretched, and the PCC was not in a position to pay the full 

Parish Share last year (2020). More optimistically, with several fundraising efforts in train, 

(including the introduction of a 100 Club Lottery) it is possible that the Parish will pay its full share in 

2021, as well as covering running costs. The longer-term position is still somewhat precarious 

however in that the church is dependent on a small number of regular but substantial donors. The 

income from fundraising events has inevitably been affected by Covid but the PCC is hopeful that 

these can be reinstated next year.  

Radwinter Church is in the fortunate position of having received a generous legacy two years ago for 

the upkeep of the fabric of the church. However, this fund is restricted in its use.   

The Sampfords 

On running expenses, the parish can expect an income from giving of circa £18,000 this year and 

possibly a little less next year with major items of expenditure being, Parish Share is £20,000 and 

insurance of the two church buildings is £4900.  Reserves of £18,000 provide some immediate relief 

but income needs to be increased if financial stability is to be restored.  The shortfall is the 

consequence of losing some very generous donors a couple of years ago, due to death or moving 

away, who had underpinned the finances for some time.  Finances have also suffered as a result of 

the Covid pandemic.    

In respect of fabric, work is currently being undertaken on the tower of St Michael’s (Great 

Sampford) which will leave very little left in the fabric fund, and expenditure in excess of £60K is 

needed on the fabric of St Mary the Virgin (Little Sampford) where the fabric fund has a balance of 

around £20K. There is a successful 100 Club lottery. 

Hempstead 

Currently, the church is financially sound.  Major annual expenditure items include Parish Share 

£9500, insurance £2500, and utilities £900.  Pre-Covid, the church held coffee mornings and an 

annual cake stall, which they plan to restart. 

On fabric, recent one-off expenditure on roof repairs, tree surgery and repairs to the electrics have 

reduced the balances held, but on the plus side the church now is in good state of repair and no 

major expenditure is anticipated immediately. 

Additional Financial Support 

Each Parish is supported by a variety of ‘Friends’ and Building Trusts and other fundraising events. 



Thaxted: Moorcroft Pottery and the Friends of Thaxted Church 

We host the May and Christmas Fayres, which with our local connection with Moorcroft Pottery, 

attracts a great deal of support. 

Our very active ‘Friends of Thaxted Church’ frequently organise fundraising events and concerts. 

The Rector is a Trustee of the ‘Friends of Thaxted Church’. 

There is also a fundraising group comprising members of the congregation and local community. 

Our fundraising events attract a great many people from outside the town. 

Radwinter: Friends of Radwinter Church and the Radwinter Church Buildings Trust 

The church fabric further benefits from a charity, ‘The Friends of Radwinter Church’ which exists for 

the ‘preservation of the fabric of the Church’ - in recent years they have assisted with the 

churchyard repairs and new paths, and helped to restore church fittings 

The Sampfords: Sampfords Buildings Trust 

As an independent charity. the Sampford Buildings Trust is well funded and provides support with 

the maintenance of the buildings from its income stream. 

Hempstead: Friends of Hempstead Church 

Hempstead hold a Christmas card exchange, and the PCC distribute cards around the village for a 

small donation. This, which is run along with the Friends of Hempstead Church, is a fun social event 

which includes stalls, and refreshments.  There is also a successful 100 Club (a monthly prize draw). 

 


