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A well established benefice with two friendly and 
welcoming Churches. 

Servant hearted congregations ready for deeper Christian 
teaching and godly leadership. 

Attractive and well maintained Churches. 

Refurbished and well used community facilities. 

A spacious and comfortable Vicarage about a mile from 
Christ Church and two miles from St. Mary’s Church. 

Two parishes located in the attractive town of Brentwood 
with good links to London and the surrounding countryside 
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Introduction 
There has been a Christian presence in the benefice of Christ Church Warley and St 

Mary’ the Virgin, Great Warley since the 13th Century.   The parishes border the town 

of Brentwood, now a growing suburban town but a historic settlement since Saxon 

times on the route between London and Colchester.   Our parishes have formed a 

joint benefice for the last 17 years and we are now looking for our next incumbent to 

lead us in our pilgrimage of faith in Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 

Christ Church has a long evangelical tradition with around 100 on the electoral roll 

and worshippers of all ages from diverse backgrounds. St Mary’s, with a central 

Anglican tradition, has a smaller congregation, closely integrated with its village 

community, worship is in a small but nationally renowned Grade 1 listed Arts and 

Crafts/Art Nouveau Church in the Village. The benefice, despite its lengthy history, 

offers a pioneering opportunity to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ in a largely 

post-Christian community of around 8000 people. We have spent time talking, praying 

and consulting within the congregation, young people’s groups and community and we 

hope that the rest of this profile will give the reader a sense of who we are and where 

we are hoping to go. 

 

 
 
 
 
Who we are 

 
Both Churches are marked by their friendly and welcoming atmosphere. Prayer is 

central to our life and worship. At Christ Church we have a monthly prayer breakfast 

and items for prayer are updated in the weekly news sheet. However home prayer and 

bible study groups have become more irregular and have reduced in recent years. 

There is an active pastoral team with an authorised Diocesan Pastoral Assistant. 

KidZone meets twice a month during the morning services at Christ Church and 

provides a space for our youngsters to worship and grow spiritually. With more 

helpers this frequency might be increased. At Easter 2018 some of our children were 

prepared to receive Holy Communion in advance of full confirmation. The pattern of 

worship between the Churches has been extensively reviewed and we believe that it 

is on a sustainable footing for one priest with lay help to lead. 
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Communication between Christ Church and St Mary’s is growing and we share 

celebration events and festival services. St Mary’s links with the community, including 

the Great Warley Conservation Society, are strong. Under the previous vicar St Mary’s  

Parish Hall has been fully refurbished and is used by a variety of community groups 

during the week. St Mary’s with its excellent acoustics, holds concerts during the year, 

and also welcomes visiting parties from all over the country to view its distinctive 

architecture. Over 500 people from outside the congregation pass through the Christ 

Church Centre each week. Boys Brigade, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows are run in 

the Centre by Church members and take part in a monthly parade service.  

Christ Church has good links, with Warley County Primary School and both Churches 

have good links with Woodlands Prep School, both independently and in association 

with the Brentwood Schools Christian Worker Trust. There are also links with other 

groups such as the scouts, a local centre for adults with learning difficulties, a 

community print centre and the businesses on the adjoining business park. Developing 

our Christian community is a priority and we hold regular social events including a 

book club. Toddler Time on a Friday morning is well established and has the potential 

to introduce new families with children to the Christ Church fellowship. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Where we are hoping to go 
 
Under the overall theme of building our faith community we are hoping to 

 renew a shared spirit of mission within our churches; 

 strengthen work with families with young children and teenagers; 

 revitalise mid-week worship, prayer and teaching activity 
through study groups and new initiatives; 

 reinforce Church members approach to financial stewardship; 

 help those of all ages to discover and use their gifts and talents 
and understand their calling in the service of our Lord.  
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What we have to offer 
 
† Incumbent (Vacancy) 

† 1 Associate Minister 

† 4 Wardens, 4 Deputy wardens across both churches 

† 2 Authorised Local Preachers  

† 1 Pastoral Assistant (with a team of 5+) in Christ Church also training for Spiritual 

Direction at Pleshey with completion scheduled for March 2019 and holds the 

Evangelism Enabling Certificate. 

† 1 Part time Church Administrator 

† 1 Part time Christ Church Centre manager (Vacancy) 

† Professionally qualified Hon Treasurer at each church 

† 1 Safeguarding Representative covering both churches 

† Children’s work: leaders & assistants of 3 church groups and 4 uniformed groups 

† There are also a number of other dependable, proactive leaders across the whole 

of the life of both Churches 
 

 
 
 
 

Reimagining Ministry 

As a worshipping community we are willing and ready to be led to a deeper 
understanding of our faith. 

The Bishop of Chelmsford, the Rt. Rev. Stephen Cottrell writes 

The Diocese: A message from Bishop Stephen 

In the Chelmsford Diocese we believe that God is calling his church to be a transforming presence. 

Our vision is that the church - that is the people of God here in Essex and East London - should be a 

transforming presence in every one of our parishes. 

These are our priorities – 

 To inhabit the world distinctively 

 To evangelise effectively 

 To hold ourselves accountable to one another and to God for the stewardship of the gospel 

 To re imagine the way we minister so that each ordained minister and each individual 

Christian discovers their part in God’s ministry and so that each church flourishes. 

To this end we are looking for priests who are excited by this vision of becoming a church which is 
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itself transformed, and which is becoming a more visible and effective presence in the huge diversity 

of communities that make up this most exciting and energetic part of England. There are many 

challenges ahead of us. 

 We are a diocese generously subsidised by the national church. We need to become 

financially self-sufficient. 

 Leadership often seems distant. We are creating patterns of leadership that are closer to the 

parishes. And we are looking to develop missionary leadership at all levels of church life. 

Nearly half our clergy will retire in the next ten years. We need to find out how to minister 

with fewer stipendiary clergy and with a re-imagining of how stipendiary ministry works. We 

need to re-organise the way parishes relate to each other in what we are calling Mission and 

Ministry Units. 

 Some of our congregations still think ministry is what Vicars do. We have a vision of ministry 

where the whole people of God are involved in the whole of God’s ministry. We are also 

experimenting with new forms of authorised lay ministry. 

 Church must be a safe place. All those in ministry will be expected to undergo training that 

will equip them to respond well in situations associated with safeguarding. 

 Levels of church going are below the national average. We need to get evangelism on to the 

agenda and into the lifeblood of every church. We encourage and train churches to put on 

weekends of mission and outreach. One of our aspirations is that every benefice should have 

a trained lay evangelism enabler. 

 We are developing missionary discipleship, so that every church in the diocese is a place 

where Christians are formed in order to be sent out in witness and service. 

Despite planning for a future with fewer stipendiary clergy, we remain as committed as ever to the 

local church. And what is the local church, but that community of men and women gathered around 

Christ, and living and sharing the gospel in the networks and neighbourhoods of their lives? But we 

need priests to lead and to serve. We know we need to change. We can only be a transforming 

presence when we have allowed God to transform us. Therefore at the heart of all we do is a 

longing for intimacy with God and a renewed life of prayer. First and foremost a priest is a minister 

of the word and sacrament. All ministry flows from this. But a priest shares the ministry of the 

bishop, therefore presbyteral ministry will increasingly be a ministry of oversight, guiding, nurturing 

and directing the mission of God’s church in the communities we serve. 

It is an exciting time to be part of God’s missionary movement for the world, and the Diocese of 

Chelmsford is an exciting place to serve. We have a clear vision and we are looking to appoint clergy 

who will share this with us. In every parish we long to see each person and each community grow in 

faithfulness and ministry so that together we may serve in the world and Christ may be made 

known. 

+Stephen 

 

We are fully committed to supporting Re-imagining Ministry within the Diocese of 

Chelmsford, as this is a time of inevitable change for the whole diocese that requires 

us to discern, learn and act together to transform our presence. 
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Our Area Dean writes: 

The Deanery of Brentwood is a delightful place to live for all people young and old. 

 

We have great retail, employment opportunities, rail links, a diverse sociological spread and excellent 

schools. 

 

Our churches reflect every Anglican tradition and our ecumenical life covers the four Churches Together 

areas of Brentwood, Doddinghurst, Ingatestone and District and Hutton and Shenfield. 

 

Becket Keys is our outstanding status C of E Secondary School which is served by the Deanery for regular 

acts of worship and offers faith based entry as one of its criteria. 

 

We can also offer you a genuinely supportive Chapter that is engaging positively with the process of 

forming Mission and Ministry Units in line with our diocesan strategy of Transforming Presence. 

 

Our Deanery Synod works hard to attract interesting speakers and invites all members of our churches 

to join us for the main input of our meetings. 

 

Having served here for 12 years, I can honestly say we do not regret bringing our family here and feel 

privileged to be a part of this Deanery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev’d Canon Paul Hamilton M.A 

Rector of Ingrave 

Area Dean of Brentwood 
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Where we are now   (incl. ministry, discipleship and other activities) 

Christ Church 
We have many ministries in Christ Church and the 

congregation reflects the cross-section of the 

community it serves. This section will attempt to give 

an overview and a sense of where there is growth, or in 

some cases decline. There is some overlap with the 

description of the Parish Setting in the section, which 

follows, since the Church's work is in some cases 

integrated with our local community. Our work among 

children, young people and families include: 

KidZone meets twice a month during the morning service at Christ 

Church and provides a space for our youngsters to worship and grow 

spiritually. With an average of four to seven children in the 3-7 age group and ten to 

twelve children in the 7-10 age group. We use Scripture Union materials and there is 

a core group of four people to plan, prepare for and lead these groups.  

Guiding 1st Warley Brownies and 1st Warley Guides are very well 

established. There is also a Rainbows group with 10 members.  They 

all have an extremely full annual programme, use the Christ Church 

Centre each week and play an active part in the monthly Parade Service.  

1st Warley Boys Brigade meet at Christ Church on a Friday 

evening. The Company includes a range of sections between  

Anchor Boys (age 5–8), Junior Section (8–11), Company 

Section (11–15) & Seniors (15–18). There is currently a need for more to take up 

leadership roles in the Company. The Company, in addition to the Christian teaching 

given in their weekly sessions, also parade monthly at the Parade Service. 

Toddler Time Friday’s 10-12 in term time have an average of 

20 families, peaking to 30 at Christmas & Easter.   This has 

been an important area of mission and growth in the church 

in the past but currently no families in toddler time are part of the Church and no 

church members are actively involved in running the group. 

Church Family Activities are regular (about monthly) social events open to all, 

nevertheless more could be done. Two or three times a year, work parties are 

organised to spruce up the Church and grounds and these are times of service and 

fellowship involving a wide spectrum of the congregation. 

First Communion celebration 2018 
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Discipleship and outreach activities 

We have made progress as a fellowship understanding 

the importance of faithful dependence on God in 

prayer, but we are aware we have further to go. In 

recent years, there have been home groups but they 

currently meet infrequently.  Each group has been a 

mixture of fellowship and friendship, prayer and 

learning.  A number of people came to faith through 

Alpha or Y courses and are now active members of  

Christ Church. The courses were well received and often run in partnership with 

other local Churches. However, it has been 4 years since our last course was run. 

Pastoral care 

An authorised Pastoral Assistant and her team, keep close and ongoing contact with 

members of the Christ Church Family, especially those suffering ill health. They 

arrange regular worship services at two care homes in the parish, Holy Communion 

at home and in hospital, visits, cards, telephone calls and flowers. They also act as an 

invaluable conduit for disseminating prayer needs. We have had wonderful answers 

to prayer and those being prayed for have testified to being upheld in their suffering. 

A Christmas Carol service for Age Concern, Brentwood and District is held each year 

for up to 180 people. We also hold a memorial service once a year in November for 

those who have suffered bereavement. In 2017 our previous vicar led a service in 

association with Bennett’s Funeral Directors for families who have suffered the loss 

of a child. The event was a wonderful blessing to those who attended and to the 

members of the congregation who were present with the families. 

The Christ Church Centre is used for a wide 
range of activities from children’s parties to 
regular Diocesan activities such as Continuous 
Ministerial Development and the Course in 
Christian Studies. This inevitably contributes to 
the visibility of Christ Church locally and more 
widely. There is a weekly NHS recognized 
session, the Leg Club for those with lower limb issues and The Townswomen’s Guild 

and the Gardening Club use it regularly. The 
Gathering Space is ideal for small and medium sized 
meetings such as the Prayer Breakfast. The centre 
visibly enhances the sense of welcome that people 
receive when they enter the building and with its 
professional kitchen facilities provides an excellent 
place for fellowship after worship and for regular 
Church social events. 

Full immersion baptism, 2018 
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St Mary’s 

The main ministry at St Mary’s is on Sundays before 

during and after the Sunday services. The people 

who attend St.Mary's services come from a wide 

variety of backgrounds. Some regular worshippers 

attend from outside the parish and the ambience and 

beauty of the building attracts many visitors, and on 

occasion they join the congregation. 

 

We often have couples attend considering the church for their marriage, who stay 

and have tea, coffee, and a chat after the service. Regularly these couples come back 

with their children for baptism, and several have become regular worshippers. We 

have reached out to bereaved families, and supported them. 

The Great Warley Conservation Society has 

good links for outreach, both through joint 

events e.g. the harvest supper, through the joint 

production of the bimonthly village magazine 

“The Great Warley Lychgate”, and through 

volunteer help in looking after the church 

grounds. 

 

 

We have frequent parties of visitors, 

who are guided by one of our 

churchwardens; this provides an 

opportunity for local people to feel the 

presence of the church in the village. 

During the year we also hold concerts 

to increase our outreach within the 

community. The church hall is used for 

all parish meetings, for refreshments 

when guided groups visit the church, 

and for all the meetings of the  

conservation society, as well as for  

outside groups.    

  

Joint benefice service and refreshments in the Church 
grounds, 2017 
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The Parish Settings 

Brentwood 

Brentwood in the 21st Century is a fairly affluent area with many professional and 

well-educated families but there is also a mix of people from broader socio-economic 

backgrounds.  Brentwood is served by a good selection of private and state schools 

including a Church of England Free (secondary) School, Becket Keys. The town is an 

attractive place to live, situated on the TFL rail system with a Crossrail station at 

Shenfield, so it is within easy reach of London.  It also has many facilities such as 

country parks, a local theatre, local museum and sports facilities. 

Warley 
The Parish is situated in the 

southern part of Brentwood in 

the Borough Council Ward of 

Warley (parish population from 

the 2011 Census is  8,012.) It is 

a largely residential area 

consisting of a number of types 

of accommodation: 

  

 

 An area of largely Victorian and pre-war family homes 

 A newer area of houses and apartments together with blocks of flats mainly for 

social housing 

 An area called Clements Park providing high value houses combined with social 

housing created from a group of Victorian buildings formally used as a hospital. 

 A recently built development in Essex Way very close to the Church. 
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Whilst the parish is mainly residential, there are a number of significant business 

enterprises including the UK Headquarters of the Ford Motor Company in Eagle Way 

although this is due to be closed and be replaced by a development of up to 450 new 

homes. A dry-ski slope, Karting centre, Trampolining centre, golf club and a number 

of restaurants. A business park, with a variety of medium size businesses, including 

Countryside Properties PLC and Shawbrook Bank that have connections to the 

church through a Christmas Service. 

The Brentwood Schools Christian Worker Trust (BSCWT) was 

established in 1991 with the aim of bringing the Good News of Jesus 

to the schools of Brentwood.  The work of the Trust includes leading 

assemblies, taking RE and PSHE lessons at every level, lunch time 

and after-school clubs, drop-ins, supporting Christian groups in schools, and, where 

requested, providing pastoral support for children, parents and staff.  Christ Church 

is a committed supporter of the organisation with active participation from church 

members and financial contributions individually and as a church. 

There is no Church school but there are two Primary 

Schools. Closest is Warley Infant and Junior School 

who have visited us in the past for their last day of 

term Carol Service and for the Brentwood Schools 

Christian Worker Trust (BSCWT) presentation of 

‘Easter Cracked’ and ‘Christmas Unwrapped’.  

The Spire Hartswood private hospital is a short distance from the Church. A local 

nursing home is visited on a monthly basis by various members of Christ Church, 

when possible offering Holy Communion. 

The Marillac nursing home is run by The Sisters of Mercy 

(RC) mainly for younger sufferers of terminal illnesses. We  

visit on a monthly basis offering Holy Communion. Walter 

Boyce, a day centre for people with learning difficulties, 

whose premises are directly opposite the church, join us for 

a Carol Service in which they take part followed by afternoon tea. This is seen by 

those involved as a lovely way to celebrate Christmas in the community.  

Although there is currently no connection between the churches Warley is home to 
the Essex Regimental Chapel one of the few Warley Barracks buildings which has 
been preserved.  A sung service of Matins is held there at 11am on the first Sunday of 
each month, followed by a shortened service of Holy Communion in the choir stalls. 
These services are conducted by visiting clergy.   Occasional weddings and funerals 
are also held in the chapel.  
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Great Warley 
The parish of St Mary, Great Warley is a semi-

rural area about 3 miles from north to south and 

1 mile from east to west. It consists of 160 

houses and is an attractive village mainly 

surrounded by farmland and wooded areas.  The 

neighbouring parish of Warley is situated to the 

north-east, with the town of Brentwood beyond 

it, immediately to the west is the London 

Borough of Havering. To the east the start of the 

Mar Dyke separates Great Warley from the 

parish of Little Warley. This historic parish of St Mary’s has a total population of 717.  

Housing is scattered, mainly contiguous with the roads and lanes.  It is an interesting 

mix of late medieval and large nineteenth century dwellings with extensive grounds, 

as well as well-appointed modern housing, modernised cottages and farmhouses. A 

new development of seven houses has recently been built on the site of the old Forge. 

Great Warley has a very active Conservation 

Society that seeks to preserve the area from 

inappropriate development and holds a range  

of social and fund-raising activities. The society 

joins with the church to publish a bi-monthly 

magazine, The Great Warley Lychgate, publishing 

news and events of the village and church. 

The southern section of the parish, south of the railway line, is known as Clay Tye, 

contained within the London Borough of Havering.  Houses there are separated from 

the rest of Great Warley village by fields and woods, there are 3 CofE churches closer 

to them than St Mary’s, two in Cranham and one in North Ockendon. 

Woodlands, a private Infant and Junior School is located in the parish. Children visit 

St Mary’s on school trips and Christ Church for BSCWT presentations at Christmas 

and Easter.  The children also have their Christmas Service for whole school and 

families together with a Summer Leaving Event when presentations are made. 

Great Warley has two hotels, a pub, a restaurant 

reopening early 2019, but no shops or doctor’s 

surgery.  The parish contains three small industrial 

estates and a well-known EWT nature reserve, 

which attracts many visitors.  
Warley Place Nature Reserve 

TA Cadets on Remembrance Sunday, 2018 
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Sunday Service Pattern 

The pattern of services across the benefice has recently been carefully reviewed in 

order to be sustainable for one Priest with lay assistance. 

 
Wk Time Location Service  Notes 
All 8am Christ Church Morning Prayer Lead by Lay Member  

5-10 congregation 
1st  9:30am Christ Church All Age Holy 

Communion 
40-50 adults, 5-15 children  

11.15am St Mary’s Eucharistic 
Communion 

Common Worship O2 
10-20 congregation 

6:30pm Christ Church Evening Prayer Lead by Lay Member 
10-20 congregation 

2nd  9:30am Christ Church Morning Worship  Lead by Lay Member 
50-70 adults, Kidzone 10-20 children 

11.15am St Mary’s Morning Prayer 
(BCP)  

Lead by Lay Member  
Sung responses with psalm sung/said 

6:30pm Christ Church Holy Communion 10-20 congregation 
3rd 9:30am Christ Church J-Co/Parade 

Service 
Family orientated, uniform organisations 
present colours, worship split between 
Centre and Church for part of the service  
50-70 adults, 10-20 children 

11.15am St Mary’s Morning Prayer 
(BCP)  

Lead by Lay Member  
Sung responses with psalm sung/said 

6:30pm Christ Church Evening Prayer Lead by Lay Member 
10-20 congregation 

4th 9:30am Christ Church Holy Communion 50-70 adults, Kidzone 10-20 children 
11.15am St Mary’s Eucharistic 

Communion 
Common Worship O2 
10-20 congregation 

6:30pm Christ Church Evening Prayer Lead by Lay Member 
10-20 congregation 

5th 9:30am Christ Church All Age Morning 
Worship  

40-50 adults, 5-15 children 

11.15am St Mary’s Morning Prayer 
(BCP)  

10-20 congregation 

6:30pm Christ Church Evening Prayer 10-20 congregation 

 
  2018 2017 2016 
Marriages Christ Church 3 3 3 

St Mary’s 3 0 11 

Baptisms Christ Church 10 11 11 
St Mary’s 8 8 6 & 2 

Thanksgivings 

Funerals Christ Church 9 9 7 
St Mary’s 1 6 2 

Confirmations Christ Church 0 4 0 
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Christ Church 

 
Christ Church has a broad mix of Sunday 
services throughout the month and 
attracts around 50 adults and 15 children 
to our 9:30am morning service and about 
20 adults to the 6:30pm evening service.  
In addition to Sunday services (including 
morning celebration services Easter 
Sunday &  Harvest Sunday and evening 
Advent and Christmas Carol services)  we 
have held ‘Dawn’ services Easter Sunday, a 
Christingle service Christmas Eve, a Holy Communion on Christmas morning and one 
evening service a year is dedicated as a memorial service remembering the bereaved. 
 

St Mary’s 

The 11.15am service has a congregation of between ten and twenty, with over forty 
at Easter.  The Matins congregation is the same, with over 100 on Remembrance 
Sunday, including TA cadets and their families. The style of worship is traditional 
central Anglican with robed clergy, and it is very much hoped that this traditional 
style may be maintained. The music is also traditional, and contains hymns from 
Mission Praise or occasionally A and M.  We have two experienced organists who 
take turns to provide the music for Sunday morning services, etc. 

Special services are also held: 

Sea Sunday parade service with the Royal Naval 
Association 
Christmas:  
Candle-lit Nine Lessons and Carols   
Christingle Crib service 
11.30pm candle-lit Eucharist on Christmas Eve 
Lent:  a 12 noon service on Good Friday. 
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Church buildings 

The earliest record of a church in Great Warley goes back to 1247 when the first 

Rector of St Mary the Virgin is recorded as John le Norreis. Over the intervening 

centuries the original church on the far side of what is now the A127 fell into 

disrepair. On 1st June 1904 a new church was consecrated by the Bishop of St Albans 

and was constituted as the Parish Church of Great Warley. It is one of only three 

churches, in the Art Nouveau style, in the country and has been said to be the best 

preserved of those. The church has been awarded Grade 1 listed status and its 

Lychgate Grade 2 listed status. 

The church building is the realisation of the 

benefactor, Evelyn Heseltine, together with Harrison 

Townsend, the architect, and William Reynolds-

Stephens, the sculptor and interior designer.  When 

the church was dedicated in 1904, the theme of the 

design was described as being to lead the thoughts of 

the worshippers onwards through the decorations to 

the glorified and risen Christ.  

The church has featured in various national 

magazines and on television.  In spring and 

summer it attracts at least two groups per month 

to visit, and sometimes there are two visits within 

a week. St Mary’s is surrounded by a churchyard 

which is still in use.  From the churchyard there 

are attractive views of the Thames estuary and 

parts of London and Kent. The diocese owns a 

small portion of land on the opposite side of the road from the church, which is 

leased to St Mary’s.  On this land stand the Lodge, a two-bedroom house which is 

currently let, and the church hall, together with parking for about 30 cars.  The car 

park has recently been extended.  Under the previous vicar, the PCC worked with the 

conservation society to renovate the hall. 

In 1840 the railway came to Brentwood with a station at the bottom of Warley Hill. In 

just a few years houses were built all around the station and along Warley Hill. The 

Warley Barracks were situated at the top of the hill and the area became known for 

its many pubs and much carousing. Dr Robinson, the Rector of Great Warley, was 

responsible for the souls of Warley Hill and he decided the time had come to 

establish a new Church at the top of the hill. He put the need to the local citizens and 

with his leadership and prayer, the new building (Christ Church) was started. With 

some additions, this is substantially the building in which we worship today.  

Christmas Concert at St Mary’s 

Harvest Supper in the Rectory Hall, 2018 
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Christ Church building is mid-

Victorian, in an unfussy style with 

later additions, with a hall physically 

connected to the church. Structurally 

the church is in good condition, and 

up-to-date on quinquennial 

requirements. The roof was 

completely re-tiled about 10 years 

ago. The building is not listed and 

there is no churchyard.  

Internally there are attractive stripped 

pine pews, some removed at the back; 

it is carpeted throughout; the church was repainted internally about 4 years ago. 

The gas-fired heating system, although about 20 years old, provides a comfortably 

warm church even on the coldest days and has so far been trouble free. 

A new audio-visual system was installed in 2006 and updated in 2012.  

There is a Rothwell organ, installed in 1916, rebuilt in 1971 and refurbished about 

12 years ago. It is in good working order.   A new gathering space (Christ Church 

Centre) was built in 2009, with a completely refurbished hall, new toilets and a new 

kitchen. The church, gathering space and hall form one building.  There is parking for 

about 20 cars, with plans to extend this to provide parking for a further 12 cars. 

Christ Church along with the Diocese of 
Chelmsford are joint owners of a modern, four 
bedroom house about a mile from the 
church. Since our Curate moved on to his own 
Parish this property has been let, with the 
income split between Christ Church and the 
Diocese of Chelmsford but it is now in the 
process of being sold with the proceeds to be 
invested in accordance with the PCC’s 
investment policy. 
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Finance 
 

Christ Church 
The financial situation on our General Fund is challenging.  Until the 2018 financial 

year we have paid our parish share in full.  Up to 2018 we donated 10% of giving by 

church members to charities the Church supports. To achieve this we relied on some 

generous donations, legacies and use of balances.  We also have income from parking 

in the Church grounds, hire of the Centre and rent from a share of a property owned 

jointly by the PCC and the Diocese.  In 2018 there has been a deterioration in 

income.  Some givers have moved on, the illness of our Centre Manager has limited 

car park and centre hire income and the sale of the vacated property we part own has 

been delayed during which there is no rental income.  When the property is sold it is 

proposed that the proceeds be invested so that we receive a dividend income. 

As things currently stand we are unlikely to be able to pay our parish share in full in 

2019.  The parish share for the Benefice is well in excess of the cost of a stipendiary 

vicar it is based on historic payments uplifted for inflation.  This is a transitional 

position, when we become part of a Mission and Ministry Unit (being set up in the 

Deanery) the parish share will be more negotiable. 

There are other funds which can, in part, support the General Fund.  The Aged and 

Infirm Fund has investments in Charifund.  The dividend provides taxis to bring 

elderly people to church.  Surplus income at the end of the year is transferred to the 

General Fund. At present there are resources in the Fabric Fund and Building Trust 

Fund to cover repairs.  Money is also set aside to put a mesh on the grassed area of 

the grounds to increase the parking and therefore increase income. 

A copy of this year's financial report is available from the Church Administrator, 

Fiona Townsend, e-mail: admin@christchurchwarley.org 

St Mary’s 

We have always paid our Parish Share in full, despite having 28 on the electoral roll. 

Last year, with careful management we have been able to put by £3000, towards 

future excess costs. Our Quinquennial Report was in 2016, and we are pretty much 

on target to complete the tasks recommended. In 2018 we expect to have spent 

£15000 more than we have received, but we are able to make up the difference from 

our reserve funds.  Next year is expected to be equally challenging as we continue 

with repairs identified during the 2016 quinquennial inspection.  

 

 

mailto:admin@christchurchwarley.org
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The Vicarage 

 
 
The Vicarage is a detached four bedroom house located approximately a mile from 

Christ Church and 2 miles from St Mary’s church, close by is St George’s playing fields 

adjoining a large area of woodland. 

The property was refurbished nine years ago in readiness for the last incumbent 

to create a large office and cloakroom area on the ground floor, separated from the 

rest of the living space by double doors into the hall.  There is a good-sized dining 

room separated from the lounge area by folding doors, this leads out into a 

reasonable sized garden mostly laid to lawn. 

There is a fitted kitchen with small utility space, also leading to the garden. Upstairs 

there are four bedrooms the larger with en-suite facilities, together with a family 

bathroom.   There is carpeting to all rooms. 

Outside there are several small outbuildings and an attached garage. 
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