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The position of Team Rector in this newly 
created benefice is open for the right 
person to bring together the three 
parishes in this large area encompassing 
both urban and rural ministry 
opportunities in this corner of South West 
Essex, bordering the boundary of Greater 
London. 

 

May you know God’s presence and 
guidance as you seek His will for the next 
chapter in your ministry.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vale of Roding, a new benefice on The Way  

to discovering a new way of being.   

WELCOME 

WELCOME 
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OUR NEW RECTOR... 
 

 

What are we looking for in our new Team Rector? 

And what can we offer you? 

 An energetic and dynamic, Christ-focussed, Spirit-filled, 

authentic leader, engaging and inspiring. 

 Someone who looks outside of the Church to serve the 

community, identifying and establishing new and existing 

ventures and opportunities 

 Someone who can embrace the breadth of traditional and 

contemporary worship whilst allowing each church to maintain 

its own uniqueness  

 Someone who will develop people in the use of their spiritual 

gifts, to help us grow in prayer and discipleship 

 Someone who will identify a strategy to attract and develop 

child and youth ministry 

 Someone who can teach with authority, integrity and 

compassion 

 Someone with experience of working in a multi-faith area 

 Someone with experience of managing and leading a team, 

helping to bring the newly-formed benefice together, providing 

ways of working together in the future whilst supporting our 

endeavours and plans, and helping us to work more closely 

together into our future. 
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In return the people of the Vale of Roding Benefice can offer: 

 Friendship, loyalty, encouragement and loving prayerful support 

 An acceptance that change is inevitable and a wish to work 

positively with you 

 A varied ministry set both in affluence and social need, rural and 

urban, contemporary and traditional. 

 Wholehearted support in your vision for this benefice 
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The Vale of Roding Benefice came into being on 1 March 2019, being 

formed of the Parish of Chigwell & Chigwell Row, and the two 

parishes of Stapleford Abbotts, and Lambourne with Abridge. 

 

The Parish of Lambourne with Abridge meet in the beautiful 

Lambourne Church, as the church building in Abridge has been closed 

for a number of years.  They share a priest with the neighbouring 

Parish of Stapleford Abbotts.  Their Patrons have been Corpus Christi 

College Cambridge for Lambourne, and the Lord Chancellor for 

Stapleford Abbotts. 

 

The Parish of Chigwell & Chigwell Row was formed in 1993, when the 

previously independent Parish of Chigwell Row joined with the 

existing Parish of Chigwell, which comprised a mother and daughter 

church.  The Patron is the Crown.    

 

The large geographical area covered by our benefice offers many 

contrasts, from delightful countryside to urban housing estates.  

There is a great diversity of ethnicity, age, culture and faith.   

 

We invite you to get to know our people and churches better in the 

next few pages … 

LOCATION AND CHARACTERISTICS ABOUT THE BENEFICE 
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The largest of the three parishes in the benefice is the 

Parish of Chigwell & Chigwell Row.  In turn, this parish 

comprises of St Mary’s in Chigwell Village, All Saints’ in 

Chigwell Row, and St Winifred’s in Grange Hill.  Four 

congregations, three churches, two clergy… until the 

benefice was formed.  

 

The parish was originally formed from the existing Parish of Chigwell 

(St Mary’s and the chapel of ease/daughter church, St Winifred’s) and the 

Parish of Chigwell Row (All Saints’ Church) in 1993.  Last year, we celebrated 

our Silver Jubilee!  

 

Since the number of clergy was reduced from three to two following an earlier 

Rector’s retirement in 2008, the churches have worked together more to share 

resources and have been working towards a ‘unity vision’.  Over the years, the 

laity have become more involved in 

supporting the ministry of the churches, and 

some have gone on to ordained, licensed and 

authorised ministries themselves. 

There are a number of initiatives shared 

among the parish churches.  Regularly, they 

meet together for lunch, walks, and joint 

services, particularly during the summer.  

Two of the home groups comprise 

membership from across the parish, in 

addition to the individual church home 

groups; Lent, Advent and seeker courses are 

PARISH OF CHIGWELL & CHIGWELL ROW 
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also held regularly.  Resources such as 

the Parish Office staff are shared too, 

and there is a well-stocked Parish 

library.  There is a parish magazine 

Unity, and a shared weekly bulletin 

Notes & News.   

 

Other shared activities are Messy 

Church, Limitless and Limes Youth (youthwork), Parish Book Club, Afternoon 

Tea, Sixty Plus Saints, Flower Arranging, Men’s Group and Ladies’ Night.  At 

Christmas, we join with the community in the 

lighting of the village Christmas tree and go 

carol singing in the pub.  Refreshments are 

served at every morning service. 

 

Many members of the congregations have 

been pilgrims and leaders at Cursillo 

weekends and the Parish maintains good 

links with the Diocese of Chelmsford’s 

Cursillo team. Involvement with Cursillo has 

strengthened and benefitted many people in 

their Christian life.  

 

The parish has one PCC, with individual decisions being devolved to individual 

District Church Councils.  Each church has two churchwardens, a secretary and 

treasurer; the accounts are run separately for each church, but amalgamated 

annually as required by the Charities Commission. 

  

Following the formation of the benefice, the TeamRector now has 

responsibility for the benefice as a whole.  In Chigwell & Chigwell Row, there is 
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a team vicar, a licensed lay 

minister, and an authorised lay 

preacher who, together with the 

Team Rector, take a role in leading 

services.  We are currently blessed 

to have a curate to assist, and have 

been a training parish for a number 

of years, for both ordained and lay. 

 

 

Service pattern for the parish 

 

Ministry is usually shared across the parish, ie the person/team at All Saints’ 

would then take St Winifred’s, the person/team at St Mary’s would take both 

services.   Ideally, Holy Communion would take place fortnightly at each 

church, the earlier traditional service at St Mary’s would be slightly more 

frequent.  Parade services are held several times throughout the year, timed to 

coincide with special Sundays, eg Mothering Sunday, Easter, etc. 

 St Mary’s 9:15 St Mary’s 10:45 All Saints’ 9:30 St Winifred’s 11:15 

1st Sunday 
Holy Communion 

Said BCP 
Morning Worship Morning Worship Morning Worship 

2nd Sunday 
Holy Communion 

Sung BCP 
Holy Communion Holy Communion Holy Communion 

3rd Sunday 

Holy Communion 

Sung Common 

Worship 

Morning Worship Morning Worship 
Morning Worship 

Contemporary 

4th Sunday Matins Holy Communion Holy Communion Holy Communion 

5th Sunday 

(if any) 
United Parish Holy Communion (venue varies) 
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Prayer ministry is offered at all Holy Communion services.  Morning Prayer 

takes place three times a week around the parish, as well as an informal Parish 

Prayer meeting that circulates between the churches.  St Winifred’s has 

recently begun a non-liturgical contemporary morning service once a month. 

We have a monthly contemporary style evening service “Prayer & Praise” as 

well as a contemplative quiet evening meeting “Oceans” once a month.   

 

The parish covers 6.7 

square miles and is home 

to some 14,000 people.  
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PARISH OF CHIGWELL & CHIGWELL ROW 

St Mary’s, Chigwell Village 

St Mary’s is situated in the High Road in Chigwell Village.  It is some 850 years 

old and has always been central to village life. 

  

The Church and its People 

There are two Sunday morning services, the earlier service is in a more 

traditional style, with a robed choir, and mostly uses the Book of Common 

Prayer.  The later service has a more contemporary style, using Common 

Worship liturgy with a small worship group.  Teaching and activities are 

provided for children during this service; there are currently 5-7 primary and 

pre-school children 

who usually come, but 

no secondary school 

children attend 

regularly at present.  

Prayer ministry follows 

each service of Holy 

Communion, and 

Morning Prayer is held 

each Wednesday 

morning. 

Both Sunday services are followed by refreshments and a time of fellowship.  

The congregations join together for an occasional “St Mary’s Together” 

service.  In both services, an ageing congregation predominates and many of 

the congregation reside outside the parish. 

St Mary’s Church of England Nursery School meets every morning and three 

afternoons per week in the Church Rooms.  Girlguiding groups meet on the 
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premises and are usually involved in the 

Parade services they attend.  Scouts 

meet in a nearby dedicated Scout Hut.  

The contact with these Nursery and 

uniformed groups and their families 

presents both opportunity and challenge 

for evangelism and growth.  

St Mary’s has two home groups meeting during the day plus many people 

attend the united home groups that meet in the evening. 

 The Parish Share has recently been paid in full, although it has been and is 

likely to be a challenge in the future.  There are 89 on the Electoral Roll.  

 

The Church and the Community  

The Church is located in the original Chigwell village about half a mile away 

from the underground station and shops.  Next to the Church is Chigwell 
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School, an independent school founded by a Vicar of St Mary’s in the early 

17th century.  The Rector is usually co-opted as a Governor of this school and 

the school uses the Church for weekly assemblies. 

The Church actively supports various missions and charities, particularly the 

Children’s Society, Samaritan’s Purse Operation 

Christmas Child and, more recently, the Epping 

Forest Foodbank.  

Outreach activities for 2019 included an Easter 

Egg Hunt (for primary and pre-school children), 

the annual Spring Festival (including a Family Fun 

Day and United Open Air service), a Christmas 

Chocolate Challenge (primary and pre-school 

children), flower arranging sessions and afternoon 

teas.  Also, a new agreement was implemented to 

allow a neighbouring restaurant to use the 

Church’s car park. 

  

The Church and its Buildings  

 St Mary’s was first established in Chigwell in 

approximately 1189AD, but has undergone 

many alterations and extensions, the last 

being in early Victorian times when the North 

aisle (now the major part of the church) was 

added, and it can now seat 300.  As stewards 

of this Grade 2* listed building, we have many 

blessings as well as burdens.  

Chigwell Ringing Centre, set up in 2011, allows 

teaching, coaching and facilitation sessions to 

prospective campanologists.  The churchyard 
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is maintained by St Mary’s Friends of the 

Churchyard, which is largely 

independently funded but which has, on 

occasion, sought financial help from the 

DCC.   

St Mary’s Church Rooms adjoin the 

Church and are used daily and weekly.  
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PARISH OF CHIGWELL & CHIGWELL ROW 

All Saints’, Chigwell Row 

All Saints’ is situated in the village of Chigwell Row.  It celebrated its 150th 

Anniversary a couple of years ago and is an established part of village life. 

Originally a separate parish, All Saints’ joined with the Parish of Chigwell in 

1993. 

  

The Church and its People: 

The Church family are very welcoming to all.  There is a morning service in a 

variety of styles and the music at most services is led by an organist/pianist, 

accompanied by a singing group.  The words of songs and liturgy are projected 

onto screens.  All morning services lead to an extended time of friendship, 

fellowship and light refreshments.  Prayer ministry is available after Holy 

Communion services. 

Occasionally we hold different styles of services, 

including outdoor services, a recent Messy Church 

pet service, and Café Church. 

The normal congregation on a Sunday morning is  

30-40 with an average in 2018-9 of 33.5.  The 

Electoral Roll is currently 45.   

 

In 2018, there were five weddings, 

twelve funerals and three 

baptisms.  Baptisms may be 

conducted as part of the morning 

service or as a separate service, 

generally on a Sunday afternoon. 
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The Church and the Community 

The Church is used several times a year for a variety of concerts and events, 

some of which are fundraising, others are more community focused.   

Chigwell Row Infants School holds its Christmas concerts, major celebrations 

(centred on the major Christian festivals), and leavers’ services in the Church.  

Parents are invited and these are always well supported.   

The hall is heavily used most 

days and evenings by a wide 

variety of groups including: 

 A busy and successful pre

-school 

 A dance school 

 Irish dance classes 

 Karate classes run by an Olympic champion 

 A radio enthusiasts group 

 Dog obedience classes 

 Children’s theatre and confidence building classes 
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 A large and thriving Cub Scout Pack (members attend and participate in 

most parade services. 

as well as ad hoc bookings. 

A close and successful working relationship is enjoyed with the Infants School, 

the Team Vicar is a Governor of the school and leads regular assemblies.   

 

The Church and its Buildings 

The Church occupies part of a large site 

in a prominent position in the centre of 

Chigwell Row.  The village itself 

comprises approximately 800 homes 

ranging from retirement 

accommodation to larger family 

homes.  There is a mix of young families 

and older folk, and includes several 

shops, a public house and small 

community infants school. 

There is parking on site and a regular bus route terminates outside the 

Church, linking to Hainault Underground Station.  

The site itself comprises the church, which is set in the graveyard, a vicarage 

(currently home to the Team Vicar), and All Saints’ House and Church Hall. 

The Church seats up to 200.   

A generous legacy was received at the end of 2018 and the DCC have pledged 

to see this used to enhance the Church premises and provide better facilities 

for worship and other activities in the Church. 

All Saints’ House was the old Victorian Rectory and was extended 

approximately 50 years ago to include a church hall.  The building comprises a 

hall, roughly the size of a badminton court, large modern kitchen, and other 

rooms; the church’s own office and the Parish Office. 
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PARISH OF CHIGWELL & CHIGWELL ROW 

St Winifred’s Church, Grange Hill 

St Winifred’s is situated in Manor Road, Grange Hill.  

  

The Church and its People 

St Winifred’s is a warm and lively church with a mix of different service and 

worship styles.  Traditional Anglican liturgy is complemented by contemporary 

music and a varied pattern of services. 

It serves a wide community and the congregation is diverse in terms of 

ethnicity, age and social economic groups.  It tends to attract church members 

who are looking for authentic, Christ centred, contemporary worship, in a less 

traditional and more intimate 

church building. 

The church is blessed with a 

talented, Spirit-filled and 

lively music group.  

Contemporary worship music 

and new technology are seen 

as useful tools in our worship.  

Whilst these are embraced, a 

good balance is maintained 

between the best of the old 

and the new.   

There is an active group for 4 to 11 year olds called the TIGA Club (Trust In God 

Alone).  For the 11 to 18 year olds we have the GIRAFFE Club (God Is Real And 

Free For Ever).  Sometimes the GIRAFFEs will help to lead the service. 

Members of the church also participate in three different home groups, two of 

which are an amalgamation of people from the three churches in the parish. 
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The Church and the Community 

The local catchment area includes the large Limes Farm Estate, where several 

of the congregation live.  The estate contains a medium sized infants and 

nursery, and a separate junior school. Good relations are maintained with 

these.  Other members of the congregation come from Grange Hill, Hainault, 

Chigwell and several come from outside of the parish. 

Every winter between October and March, on a Saturday night, between 7:00

-8:00pm, members of the congregation take hot soup and sandwiches out to 

the homeless and those in need in Ilford.  A key element of this outreach is to 

offer fellowship and a listening ear to all we meet.  The church also has links 

with Teen Challenge, a Christian charity, that successfully helps to rehabilitate 

drug users. 

 

The Church and its Buildings 

St Winifred’s is located on a busy road 

and close to a busy crossroads.  It has a 

prominent site with good parking 

facilities.   

St Winifred’s started life as a Salvation 

Army Mission Hall, in the late 19th century.  When, in the 1930s, the old iron 

mission hall was rusting, a local grain merchant funded the building of a 

charming brick and rendered church with seating for 130 people. The church 

and the church hall have recently been 

redecorated and refurbished with the 

help of donations from the 

congregation. 

The church hall is used for a children’s 

nursery during the day in term time. 

After school it is used for the 

Girlguiding groups, Kumon maths and 

English tuition, and ad hoc bookings. 
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Stapleford 

Abbotts (9:45) 

Lambourne 

(11:15) 

1st Sunday Holy Communion Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday Family Service Family Service 

3rd Sunday Holy Communion Holy Communion 

4th Sunday Family Service Family Service 

5th Sunday 

(if any) 
6:00pm Evening Service at Stapleford Abbotts 

PARISHES OF STAPLEFORD ABBOTTS, and 

LAMBOURNE with ABRIDGE 

The two parishes share a priest and the services are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parish of Stapleford Abbotts is home to just over a thousand people and 

covers 3.7 square miles.  Lambourne has 2,000 people in an area of 3.9 square 

miles.  
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PARISH OF STAPLEFORD ABBOTTS 

St Mary the Virgin 

St Mary’s is situated in the rural village of Stapleford Abbotts, and works 

closely with the neighbouring parish of Lambourne with Abridge.  

  

The Church and its People 

Ministry is currently provided by a House for Duty Team Vicar, who is based in 

Abridge.  The regular services held every Sunday - usually at 9:45am, when 

Family Service and Parish Communion alternate.  An evening service is held 

when a fifth Sunday occurs.  Special services in addition include Songs of 

Praise, Mothering Sunday, Animal Service, Harvest Festival, In Loving 

Memory, Remembrance, Nine Lessons and Carols with Christingle and Carols 

Round the Crib. 

Also, we have additional services in Lent and Easter for Ash Wednesday, 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Sunrise on Easter Day, at all of which we 

welcome Lambourne to join us.  The form of services is based on Common 

Worship and Iona with hymns from Complete Mission Praise and a 

Supplement.  The hymns are chosen by the congregation with some guidance, 

prayers and readings are done by members of the congregation and there is a 

choir of five.  Our organist covers most Sundays and we have back up from the 

Digital Hymnal.  We have three licensed assistants at Communion. 

All details of the services, coming events and topics are in the weekly notice 

sheet and the church’s website.  Worshippers are welcomed as they enter and 

invited to stay for tea or coffee afterwards.  In 2019, the London Gallery Quire 

came and sang Evensong using 18th century music. 

Our current electoral roll is 46, with a weekly congregation of 20-25, with more 

on special occasions.  During 2019 there was a service every Sunday, 

occasionally lay-led, and there were two weddings, six funerals, burials or 
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interments and eight baptisms, the latter usually in the Sunday morning 

service. 

The Annual Accounts for 2018 show an excess of receipts over payments after 

a deficit the previous year.  We have an investment account, some of which is 

designated for the vicarage and to kickstart our building fund.  Over the years 

our parish share has been paid in full.  We are members of the Parish Giving 

Scheme and encourage Gift Aid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church and the Community 

The parish serves a population of over 1,000. There are pockets of light 

industry and commerce within the ex-farm buildings and some farms are still 

active.  Recently there has been a sharp rise in planning applications for 

redesigned or new housing with 134 dwellings in process.   

Fundraising is also an opportunity for mission and in 2019 we held two 

concerts, two table top sales (shared with Lambourne), a plant sale, a two-

day flower festival, two quiz nights and a Christmas market.  The band of 

church members is joined by others from the parish and beyond to make 

these events happen. 

Following changes at the village school, our relationship is developing again 

and there have been events to and from the church and school. The 
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Stapleford Abbotts Welfare Trust has three church members on the 

committee and keeps in touch with the housebound or isolated, providing 

events and financial support throughout the year.  We budget for mission 

giving and currently support eight mission concerns, in addition collecting 

food for the local foodbank, arranging house to house collections for 

Christian Aid and the Christingle for the Children’s Society, and supporting 

the Ride and Stride event for the Friends of Essex Churches.  Our Harvest 

Weekend, over two days sees an open day, Festival Service followed by 

harvest supper, all in the church. 

We are now an EcoChurch with a silver award and act as an information and 

support service for other churches in the area.  Our Fairtrade stall is shared 

with Lambourne and others.  We, together with the Parish Council, are 

designing a “Welcome Leaflet” for the new homes in the area. 

 

The Church and its Buildings 

The Church, which can hold over 100, is open during the day for visitors.  

We have been awarded funding for the feasibility study to add a toilet/

meeting room to the church; at the moment we only have a portaloo which is 

sited in the carpark.  We feel this is vital if we are to provide for all who might 

like to join us, but are put off by the present facilities.  It would also enable us 

to develop young people’s work and mid-week activities. 
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PARISH OF LAMBOURNE WITH ABRIDGE 

St Mary’s & All Saints’ 

St Mary’s & All Saints’ is situated at the far end of Church Lane, near the small 

village of Abridge, and works closely with the neighbouring parish of 

Stapleford Abbotts.    

 

The Church and its People 

Ministry is currently provided by a House for Duty Team Vicar, who is based in 

Abridge.  The regular services are held every Sunday morning usually at 

11:15am, when family service and parish communion alternate.  On the fifth 

Sunday, there is usually Parish Communion.  Special services include 

Christingle and Nativity, Nine Lessons and Carols, Midnight Communion, 

Mothering Sunday, Pancake Sunday, Harvest, Plough, Rogation and Lammas, 

In Loving Memory and Remembrance Sunday.  For special services in Lent 

and Easter we join Stapleford Abbotts. 

The form of service is based on Common Worship and Iona with hymns from 

Complete Mission Praise and a supplement.  Members of the congregation 

read the lessons and occasionally lead the prayers.  There are three licensed 

assistants at Communion.  We have welcomed visiting preachers from within 

the congregation, our neighbouring evangelical church and Christian Aid. 

All the services, coming events and topics are in the monthly notice sheet and 

the church’s website.  Worshippers are welcomed as they enter and invited to 

stay for refreshment afterwards.  

There is a regular and dedicated congregation of 20-30 people with an 

electoral roll of 52.  During 2019 there has been a service every Sunday.  There 

have been four baptisms within the normal church service, one wedding and 

eleven funerals and interments. 
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The Annual accounts for 2018 

show a loss compared with a 

surplus the previous year, largely 

due to development plans and 

repairs.  Over the years the 

Parish Share has been paid in 

full. We are members of  the 

Parish Giving Scheme and 

encourage Gift Aid. 

 

The Church and the Community 

The church community in Lambourne and Abridge is an integral part of village 

life and seeks to show Christ’s love to the people among whom we live and 

work and to the wider world.  Church members are school governors, 

members of the parish council, the village hall committee and the 

“Lambridge” fundraising group  

There is a population of over 2,000 people including 400 children, living mainly 

in the villages of Abridge and Lambourne End with the remainder living in the 

surrounding countryside.  In more recent years, the area has become part of 

the London commuter belt with good rail and underground access.  It has, 

nevertheless, managed to retain its village identity, and farming and local 

trades remain an important feature of the area. Throughout the parish there 

are many country walks with six areas of ancient woodland. 

The village of Abridge has a primary school, now part of an academy, which is 

popular and with a good academic record.  There are two pubs, a café, two 

restaurants, a small number of shops and a petrol garage with mini 

supermarket.  There is a modern, very well maintained and much used village 

hall with a doctor’s surgery attached.  The area of the Pancroft estate has a 

range of social and private housing with a post office and play area.  The 

cricket club is one of the oldest in the country.  On the borders of the parish is 

a local airfield with commercial and training facilities. 
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Lambourne End has a small amount of social housing and, like Abridge, a 

range of middle to high value properties.  There is village hall/parish room, a 

public house and a very popular outdoor learning centre.   

Fundraising is an opportunity for mission and in 2019 we held a concert with 

barbecue, two table top sales (shared with Stapleford Abbotts), a big 

Christmas Sing, a Barn Dance, and a two- day flower festival – a joint venture 

with the Friends of Lambourne, a separate charity which provides funds for 

building and maintenance work.  

There is a strong relationship with Lambourne Primary School with regular 

assemblies in school and Summer visits to the Church.  Tea at the Vicarage is a 

monthly event to bring isolated and lonely people together.  Mission giving is 

part of our strategy which also includes food and clothing collections for the 

Salvation Army, house to house collections for Christian Aid and the 

Christingle for the Children’s Society.  

We are now an Eco Church with a Silver Award.  Working with the Parish 

Council, we are encouraging tree planting.  We are also part of a toilet-

twinning scheme. 2020 is planned as a whole year of celebration and mission 

as Lambourne Church celebrates its 900th anniversary. 
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The Trinity Heritage Project (outlined below) will give us a base to bring 

together the children who already come alongside others from the school and 

community into a more cohesive group.  The Centre will give them a base to 

worship, discuss, plan and share their ideas.  Environmental activity like the 

building of a bug hotel shows what could be possible as they begin to link all 

areas of their lives.  

 

The Church and its Buildings 

Lambourne Church, which can hold over 120, is open during the day for 
visitors.  

However, after ten years of non-use and much consultation and exploration of 

alternative uses, Holy Trinity Church, Abridge, was finally declared redundant 

in 2019 and handed to the Diocese.  

Planning has begun on the Trinity Heritage Project to continue the mission of 

Holy Trinity and to celebrate the 900th anniversary.  The plan is for a building 

to be sited in the field used for parking at Lambourne, which will provide a 

base with toilets, kitchen, oratory, and meeting room to develop mission in 

ways that the architecture of the church does not make possible. 
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HOUSING  

The Vicarage is pleasantly situated in the 

grounds of St Winifred’s Church, behind the 

church and adjacent to the Church Hall.  It is 

a 1970s style building, with four bedrooms 

and mature, much-loved gardens to front 

and rear.  There is ample parking together 

with a single garage. 

The downstairs accommodation comprises 

a lounge (with patio doors onto the garden), 

a dining room, kitchen and utility room.  

There is a study by the front door and a 

toilet, keeping the living areas separate. 

 

On the half-landing is a bathroom with power shower.  Upstairs there are four 

bedrooms, and the master bedroom has built-in wardrobes.   

The property is double glazed with gas central heating throughout.   
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Whilst the benefice is large and varied in style, the Vicarage is situated with 

good links to the local area.  There is a bus service running outside the church 

into the nearby areas of Hainault, Barkingside, and Ilford, which is on the new 

Crossrail line.  The Vicarage is within easy walking distance to Grange Hill 

Underground station, giving easy access to London and the fairly new 

Westfield Shopping Centre at Stratford.  Bluewater and Lakeside shopping 

centres can be reached on the M25.  

All of the churches have nursery facilities, and there are Ofsted rated ‘good’ 

infants and junior schools on the nearby estate.  Both there and near the 

station are small parades of shops and takeaways.  There is a delightful café 

near the station whose proprietor has supported the church in the past.  

There are medical practices nearby in Hainault, as well as hospitals with A&E 

departments in Goodmayes and Romford.   

There are several gyms nearby, as well as a variety of pubs and restaurants, 

and a golf course at the nearby Hainault Forest.  

 



Vale of Roding Benefice 

29 

CHURCH & OTHER USEFUL WEBSITES 

Church websites: 

Parish of Chigwell & Chigwell Row 

St Mary’s    http://www.stmaryschigwell.com/ 
All Saints’    https://www.allsaintschigwellrow.org.uk/ 
St Winifred’s    https://www.stwinifredschurch.co.uk/ 

Parishes of Stapleford Abbotts and Lambourne with Abridge 

St Mary the Virgin  https://www.staplefordabbottschurch.com/ 
St Mary’s & All Saints’ https://www.lambournechurch.com/ 

 

Parish Spotlights 

Chigwell    https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/pdfs/02.02.pdf 
Stapleford Abbotts  https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/pdfs/02.08a.pdf 
Lambourne   https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/pdfs/02.08.pdf 

 

Chelmsford Diocese  https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/ 

Chigwell Parish Accounts   

https://beta.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-details/?regid=1133035&subid=0 

http://www.stmaryschigwell.com/
https://www.allsaintschigwellrow.org.uk/
https://www.stwinifredschurch.co.uk/
https://www.staplefordabbottschurch.com/
https://www.lambournechurch.com/
https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/pdfs/02.02.pdf
https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/pdfs/02.08a.pdf
https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/pdfs/02.08.pdf
https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/
https://beta.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-details/?regid=1133035&subid=0
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MINISTRY TEAM & ADMIN MATTERS ... 

The Benefice Team currently consists of: 

 A Team Rector - this post 

 Two Team Vicars (one stipendiary, one House for Duty) 

 A Licensed Lay Minister 

 An Authorised Lay Preacher. 

We also have a Spiritual Companion, who has a diocesan role. 

 

Lambourne and Stapleford Abbotts share a joint Parish Office, situated 
downstairs in the Vicarage in Abridge, where the House for Duty Team Vicar 
has his residence upstairs.  This office provides copying facilities as well as 
meeting rooms.   

Chigwell’s Parish Office, based at All Saints’ House, serves the Parish of 
Chigwell & Chigwell Row.  It is staffed three mornings a week during term 
time, providing print room facilities and support.  There is another part-time, 
year-round, clergy personal assistant/administrator (home based), who also 
edits the parish magazine.   

Together with the staff team, there is a large number of willing and able 
volunteers across all the benefice, although more are always welcome! 
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BENEFICE MAP - Chigwell & Chigwell Row 
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BENEFICE MAP - Lambourne with Abridge 
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BENEFICE MAP - Stapleford Abbotts 
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DEANERY PROFILE 

The Deanery of Epping Forest and Ongar 

The Vale of Roding Team Ministry is part of the Epping Forest and Ongar 
Deanery, which is broadly co-terminus with the area covered by Epping 
Forest District Council. 
 

Figure 1 - Epping Forest and Ongar Deanery 

(NB the Deanery does not include Nazeing, Roydon, Sheering, Abbess,  
Beauchamp and Berners Roding) 

Map acknowledgement: By Adam37 - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=22994422 

Greensted- 
juxta-Ongar 

Blackmore and 

Stondon Massey  

The deanery, following Diocesan policy, has developed three smaller Mission 
and Ministry Partnerships (MMP), and the Vale of Roding Team is part of the 
Epping Forest South Partnership which contains the following parishes: 

Buckhurst Hill 

Loughton St John 

Loughton St Mary 



Vale of Roding Benefice 

35 

Loughton St Michael 

Vale of Roding Team (comprising five churches in three parishes in 
Chigwell, Chigwell Row, Lambourne and Stapleford Abbotts) 

There are currently five incumbents/priests in charge in the MMP, together 
with seven curates, four self-supporting priests, one house for duty priest, and 
a number of lay ministers.   The lead minister for the MMP is Malcolm 
Macdonald who is Vicar of St Mary’s, Loughton. 

The MMP is at an early stage of its life, and it is hoped that the new Team 
Rector will play their part in helping it to form and shape its direction.  The 
clergy currently meet bi-monthly for prayer and fellowship, and the 
partnership has taken responsibility for allocating parish share since its 
formation in 2017. 

With a focus on Transforming Presence and the Diocesan strategy of 
Reimagining Ministry, the deanery places a high importance on mission and on 
discerning and developing vocations.  We see Lay Training as a priority for 
enabling the local church to be better equipped for mission and ministry, and 
there is a Lay Training Hub based at St John’s, Epping.  It is hoped that the 
newly appointed priest will encourage members of the congregation to take 
advantage of the opportunities this hub offers.  Opportunities also exist for the 
new Team Rector to offer some training sessions for the wider Deanery and 
Archdeaconry should that be of interest. 

The Deanery is also at the beginning of a journey of seeing itself primarily as a 
mission agency, and the coming year will see us discern how we ensure that 
this guiding principle impacts positively on every aspect of Deanery life. 

The number of Synod meetings has been reduced to three a year, to allow 
time for MMP meetings.  The Chapter meets bimonthly at lunchtime and we 
rotate the day and the venue to enable as many clergy as possible to be able to 
attend.  

The Deanery looks forward to welcoming the new Priest. 

 

Revd Canon Lee Batson 
Area Dean 
December 2019 
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The Vale of Roding, a new benefice on The Way  

to discovering a new way of being.   


