How do I get more information?

What people are saying
about the scheme ...

The Scheme
Go to our web site for all the information you need
to make a decision:
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/parishes/dac/
gutter-clearance
You can download an Information Pack containing
FAQs, the Specification and Terms & Conditions.
There are also contact details for the contractors.

“Drive your repair costs down with this simple
scheme. It could free up time and money for
sharing the Good News with others.”

You can also contact the special adviser the Diocese
has appointed, Malcolm Woods, for further help.
Malcolm Woods
Diocesan Gutter Clearance Adviser
e-mail: malcolm.woods@btinternet.com
tel: 07721 768750

“This will make it much easier for churchwardens
to maintain the fabric of their church and could
save millions of pounds in repair bills and fees,
and a huge amount of time spent fundraising
and organising repairs. I urge every parish
to consider taking part.”

Chelmsford Diocese

Gutter Clearance Scheme

Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford
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The Grants
Details of the FECT grant scheme are on its website
at: www.foect.org.uk

“We think this is such a good idea that we are
prepared to make it easier for the first 100
parishes to call in one of the contractors.
The work is normally very straightforward
and the savings in historic fabric, time and
money could be immense.”
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David Lodge,
Friends of Essex Churches Trust Grants Committee

The Church of England
in Essex and East London
Diocese of Chelmsford

... unless it’s regularly cleared on a clearance visit
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Keeping your church’s gutters and
downpipes clear has never been more
important ... and now it’s much easier

How the Gutter Clearance
Scheme works

What will it cost ...

Keeping a church’s gutters and downpipes clear is
essential. All it takes is a handful of leaves to block
them, allowing rainwater to cause serious damage
from damp, dry rot, beetle infestation and more.

The Diocese has accredited a number of
experienced contractors who will clear your
gutters and downpipes as often as you wish, for a
fixed charge, to a standard specification and terms
and conditions.

There are no charges for taking part in the scheme:
you only pay the charge you agree with the
contractor. The contractors’ quotes will be based
on the size and complexity of your church. They
will either use ladders or ‘cherry pickers’. For an
average church, we expect the range of quotes to be
between £250 and £500.

It is not always easy to find parishioners or
contractors to do the job when needed ... at least
once and sometimes twice a year. That’s why the
Diocese has created a scheme to make it easier. It’s
called the Chelmsford Diocese Gutter Clearance
Scheme. It is entirely voluntary and does not replace
any existing arrangements you may have.
In essence, it makes clearing your gutters and
downpipes as straightforward as servicing your
boiler. You decide whether to have a visit, when
and how often. There is no long-term commitment.
Similar schemes are now working in several nearby
dioceses.

The Grants
The Friends of Essex Churches Trust are giving the
being an early adopter of the scheme. You can apply
for it online when you get your contractor’s invoice.
See the back page for details.

To use the system:
You simply contact any of the contractors and
ask for a quotation.
You select the contractor you want.
The contractor then visits your church. You
pay the bill.

What the contractor will do is:
Clear out and test all your above-ground
gutters and downpipes.
Take before and after digital photos.
Complete a checklist and report anything
obviously wrong (such as a fallen lump of
masonry) for you to deal with.
This gutter could cause expensive trouble ...

Take away the debris.

Savings in repair bills - remarkably soon - to say
nothing of the extra workload and meeting
time saved.
Peace of mind: during heavy
rain, you will know your
church is much less likely
to suffer damaging water
ingress.
Savings on other work
needing high access. You
can pre-arrange for the
contractor to give access
for electrical work or a
visit by your inspecting
architect on the same visit.
This blocked downpipe has already caused major damp
problems, which could easily have been avoided

