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Opening Prayer 
Creator God, out of your love the universe was born. From primordial darkness you put in place all that is needed for growth and saw that it was good. You have put this world into our hands: may we recognise your Spirit within it, disturbing and challenging us to care for creation, for the weak and the deprived. Amen 
Prayers of Penitence 
Let us ask God to have mercy on our tired land, and to prosper the work of our soiled hands. Let us ask God to forgive our delusion of self-sufficiency so that we may praise him for his provision and goodness. 
You give us this good earth, yet we take your generous gifts for granted. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
You give us this good earth, but we squander its rich resources. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
You give us this good earth, but we fail to share your bounty with all of your children. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
May the God of love and power forgive us and free us from our sins, heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Collect 
Almighty God, whose will it is that the earth and the sea should bear fruit in due season: bless the labours of those who work on land and sea, grant us a good harvest and the grace always to rejoice in your fatherly care; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.
3 He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 
6 Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
Section A - Water 
If you come across a stream, the sea, a garden pond or even a fire hyrdrant, pause and reflect on the gift of water John 7:37-38 may be read: 
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.”’ 
 Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of water to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life. May we who have an abundance of water see it as a precious and scarce resource. Help us to be mindful how much is consumed so that we can live in the way that we do: guide us to use it sparingly, and keep us mindful of those who suffer through drought, pollution and flood. We ask this for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Section B – Crops or Garden 
If you come across a garden, some fields or any plants, pause and reflect. Mark 4:26-29:
Jesus also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’ 
Almighty God, whose will it is that the earth and sea should bear fruit in due season, bless the labours of all those who work on land and sea. Grant us a good harvest and the grace always to rejoice in your care. Amen. 
Section C - Overlooking a patch of countryside 
As you look at the beauty of God’s world, celebrate the wonders of creation, reading Psalm 50:1-2, 10-11:
The Almighty God, the LORD, speaks; he calls to the whole earth from east to west. God shines from Zion, the city perfect in its beauty. All the animals in the forest are mine and the cattle on thousands of hills. All the wild birds are mine and all living things in the fields. 
Creator God, Jesus teaches us through the beauty and abundance of creation to put our trust in you for all things. We ask you now to bless our fields and gardens our hills and streams our rivers, lakes, reservoirs and seas that in all these things we might glimpse a reflection of your glory and your gracious love for each one of us. Bless, O Lord, the houses and farms and all the homes in this place. Give us good health, purity of spirit, strength and humility, hospitality, a spirit of forgiveness and firm knowledge of our need to seek you in all things. We pray in the name of Jesus, creative Word of God. Amen. 



Section D - For the community 
As you are overlooking the village, town or city, read John 15:1-9: 
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love”. 
God our father, we give thanks for the gift of your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who was content to share the life of his village in Nazareth. We ask you to bless the life of this town and the whole parish. We pray for all who live in this place, for all who work here, for all who regard this place as home (wherever they may now live) and for all who simply pass through. May your blessing rest upon us all as we live together in your peace. We pray in the name of Jesus our peace. Amen. 
Intercessions 
Let us pray to God, who alone makes us dwell in safety. 
Upon the rich earth send a blessing, O Lord. Let the earth be fruitful and its resources be hallowed. Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
Upon human labour send a blessing, O Lord. Prosper the work of our hands; may all find dignity and just reward in their work; free the exploited and oppressed. Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
Upon the produce of the earth send a blessing, O Lord. Guide into a sustainable future, and give us the will to share the fruits of the world. Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
Upon the seas and waters send a blessing, O Lord. Where the earth is parched and the well has run dry; where war brings want, and children go hungry; where the poor cry out for bread and for justice, give hands to care and heal, and compel us to be generous. Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
For the vulnerable and the fearful, for the gravely ill and the dying, that they may know your comfort and peace: Lord, hear us, Lord, graciously hear us. 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
A General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you most humble and hearty thanks for all your goodness and loving kindness. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Blessing and Dismissal 
God the Father, who created the world, give us grace to be wise stewards of his creation. Amen. 
God the Son, who redeemed the world, inspire us to go out as labourers into his harvest. Amen. 
God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole of creation, help us to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace. Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon us, and remain with us always. Amen. 

The Diocese of Chichester acknowledges the work of the Revd. Nicky Carnall in compiling this liturgy, some of which is copyright © Common Worship Times and Seasons (The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England), and LWPT (The Leaders’ of Worship and Preachers’ Trust). 
image1.png




