Church SHAPE: Personal Reflections after Session 2: ABILITIES
In preparation for the next session, it would be good to create a ‘long list’ of things the church COULD do. Of course, some of these will be things that the church SHOULDN’T do; and even where they’re sensible ideas, there’s nothing as destructive for a church as trying to do too many things at once. So in the session, we’ll be reducing this longlist to a shortlist of just a few ideas. But for now – feel free to dream. Dream cheerfully. Dream prayerfully.
a. What COULD the church do to glorify God in gathered worship?
(You might want to mention ideas relating to music, liturgy, special events, prayer… Some ideas might involve enhancing what you do already, some might be new)

b. What COULD the church do to serve the community outside the church?
(You might want to mention partnerships with other groups in the community, service activities for the hungry, those needing clothing, those needing visits, those disturbed in body or mind, the old, the young… Some ideas might involve enhancing what you do already, some might be new)

c. What COULD the church do to serve the cause of justice and the environment?
(You might want to mention partnerships with other groups in the community, ways of holding local or national politicians to account, ways of acting for the environment and sustainability… Some ideas might involve enhancing what you do already, some might be new)

d. What COULD the church do to bring the good news of Jesus to those outside the church?
(You might want to mention partnerships with other groups or churches in the community, new expressions of church for communities that don’t presently engage with church, evangelistic initiatives for the old, the young… Some ideas might involve enhancing what you do already, some might be new)

e. What COULD the church do to care for those who already attend church, build fellowship and develop their potential?
(You might want to mention pastoral care teams, small support groups, fellowship activities, leadership development, SHAPE… Some ideas might involve enhancing what you do already, some might be new)


