To: HRH Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

cc: HRH Prince Abdullah bin Khalid bin Sultan bin Abdulaziz,

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Kingdom;

The Rt Hon Ed Miliband MP

Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs;

H.E. Biruk Mekonnen,

Ambassador of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to the United Kingdom

24" July 2026

Your Royal Highness,

We write as Lords Spiritual of the United Kingdom Parliament to alert Your Royal Highness to a number of capital
cases in Saudi Arabia which appear to involve profound religious discrimination, which we believe will concern
you in light of your commitment to encouraging interfaith dialogue and the flourishing of different faith
traditions in Saudi Arabia. In light of the concerns arising in these we respectfully urge you to order the
suspension of all pending executions of Ethiopian nationals currently held on death row in Khamis Mushait
Prison and to commute their sentences to terms of imprisonment pending a full and independent review of their
cases.

We do so in the knowledge that the United Kingdom values its relationship with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
deeply. It is precisely because of the importance of that relationship that we believe it is in the interests of both
our nations for these cases to be addressed urgently and transparently.

We understand there to currently be at least 58 Ethiopian nationals on death row in Khamis Mushait Prison.
These men fled conflict and instability in search of safety. The circumstances of their arrests strongly indicate
that many were victims of trafficking or criminal exploitation, coerced into transporting goods across the Saudi-
Yemeni border without full knowledge of their contents. None had access to adequate legal representation.
Several were subjected to torture and forced to sign documents they could not read or understand.
Interpretation during legal proceedings was in many cases wholly inadequate.

We also write with particular concern about the additional vulnerability these men have faced on account of
their faith. Most of the Ethiopian prisoners identify as Ethiopian Orthodox Christians. We are aware of accounts
from several of these men that during transfers to court hearings, Saudi police officers discovered the crosses
they were wearing around their necks, forcibly removed them and physically assaulted them. The open
expression of Christian belief has reportedly been discouraged or prohibited within the prison, and prisoners
have been expected not to display Christian religious symbols or make reference to their faith in court. This
treatment is deeply troubling. The right to hold, practice and express one's religious faith, including within a
prison setting, is a fundamental right recognised under international law. We urge Your Royal Highness to ensure
that it is upheld.

We say this with full awareness of the commitments Your Royal Highness has made publicly on this question. In
March 2018, during your visit to the United Kingdom, you met the then-Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby
at Lambeth Palace and made, in the words of the Archbishop's own office, "a strong commitment to promote
the flourishing of those of different faith traditions, and to interfaith dialogue within the Kingdom and beyond."
We welcomed those commitments then, and we hold them up now, not as a reproach, but as an expression of



our confidence in your resolve to honour them. The treatment of faith as a source of vulnerability and an

instrument of further persecution is incompatible with those commitments, and we respectfully urge Your Royal
Highness to address it.

We were gravely concerned to learn that in mid-June 2026, Ethiopian consular officials met with prisoners on
death row in Khamis Mushait and were given direct assurances from Saudi Officials that executions would be
suspended and sentences reviewed. Despite those assurances, on 23rd June, five Ethiopian nationals were
executed. Fellow detainees have reported that several of those men were told they were being taken to court
or for procedural hearings relating to their cases, only to be executed hours later. Their families were not notified
in advance and have since received no information about the whereabouts of their remains. In some cases, the
burden of notifying the families was left to the other prisoners. We urge Your Royal Highness to investigate how
this came to pass and to ensure that no further executions take place while these cases remain under review.

We also note that Your Royal Highness has stated publicly that Saudi Arabia is working to abolish the death
penalty entirely except in cases where someone kills another person or threatens the lives of many people, and
that the Kingdom reaffirmed at its 2024 Universal Periodic Review that capital punishment is reserved solely for
the most serious crimes. The men currently on death row in Khamis Mushait Prison were convicted of non-lethal
drug offences. Their continued presence on death row is inconsistent with those commitments, and we
respectfully call upon Your Royal Highness to act in accordance with the Kingdom's own stated position.

We recognise and respect the Kingdom's sovereignty over its legal processes. We do not write to lecture, but to
appeal. We cannot in conscience remain silent for silence in the face of such concerning actions. We ask Your
Royal Highness to act now to prevent further irreversible harm.

We ask specifically that Your Royal Highness:

— Order an immediate moratorium on all executions of Ethiopian nationals currently held in Khamis
Mushait Prison;
— Commute the death sentences of all those convicted solely of non-lethal drug offences;

— Order a full, independent and transparent review of all cases, with access to adequate legal
representation and properly qualified interpretation;

—  Ensure that the right to religious expression and the right to dignity are upheld for all prisoners,
regardless of their faith or nationality;

—  Ensure that the families of those already executed are informed of the whereabouts of their relatives'
remains, in accordance with international humanitarian standards.

We remain, Your Royal Highness,

Yours respectfully,
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The Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani 1. rt Revd Christopher Chessun The Rt Revd Philip Mounstephen
The Bishop of Chelmsford The Bishop of Southwark The Bishop of Winchester



