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THE DIOCESE: A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP GULI 

 

 

Covering Essex and East London, Chelmsford is one of the largest, most diverse dioceses in the Church of 

England. We are home to more than 3 million people representing many socio-economic, ethnic and faith 

groups and a fantastic variety of cultures and traditions. 

We have enormous opportunities for mission and service and considerable challenges to face and resolve 

as we continue to deal with the local, national and global challenges that have a direct impact on our parish 

churches, schools, chaplaincies and the communities we serve. 

It is within this context and following a period of listening and discernment that started when I became 

Bishop of Chelmsford in 2021, that we set out a future direction of travel as a Diocese with a focus on 

travelling well together: 

• Our purpose is to love God and to love our neighbour; to worship faithfully and empowered by the 

Holy Spirit, witness to the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ as we serve the extraordinarily 

diverse array of local communities in Essex and East London. 

• Our approach is to enable and empower parishes and worshipping communities to discern how 

they are to be God’s people in their own very different local contexts and as part of one diocesan 

family. 

• Underpinning our approach is an invitation to a way of being articulated by shared diocesan values 

which might shape how we travel together, support each other and provide mutual accountability. 

Since I became Bishop of Chelmsford, I have witnessed people’s great warmth and I have seen first-hand, 

the wonderful things going on in our parishes and schools. Any new priest joining us in the Diocese of 

Chelmsford does so at a time of challenge, a time of change and most significantly a time of hope for our 

Church in this most diverse and vibrant of dioceses. 

+Guli 

Bishop of Chelmsford 

 

Find out more about our Diocesan Direction of Travel and Values: 

 

                         www.chelmsford.anglican.org/travelling-well-together                                                     

https://chelmsford.anglican.org/about-us/travelling-well-together
http://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/travelling-well-together


Redbridge Deanery contains all the parishes 

within the London Borough of Redbridge.  It is one 

of five London boroughs which together form the 

Barking Episcopal Area of the Diocese of 

Chelmsford, and it sits within the West Ham 

Archdeaconry.  London over the Border, as it is 

sometimes colloquially known, has its origins within 

the old county boundaries of Essex.  However, 

nowadays much of Redbridge feels solidly part of 

London: a hugely diverse area with excellent food 

options, a good transport network, and of-course, 

a vast range of people in various stages of wealth 

and poverty, often living not much more than a 

stone’s throw away from each other.   

Perhaps more surprisingly, Redbridge is quite a 

green borough, and protected space and parks can 

be found in almost every parish.  The Central Line 

connects much of the borough which means that commuting into the City from Redbridge is 

relatively easy – whilst the M11 and A12 make getting out of London by car a fairly painless task.  

Cycling is also a popular option amongst several of the clergy in the deanery!  The Borough boasts a 

range of good schools, both at primary and secondary level, along with opportunities for 

involvement in numerous clubs and activities.  Music, drama and sport all abound here.  Sadly, there 

also exists in Redbridge all the challenges of crime and social deprivation that one might expect from 

anywhere which seeks to pack 300,000 people into just a few square miles. 

Our deanery is an active one, with 23 churches, the majority retaining their own incumbent, along 

with lay leaders and self-supporting ministers.  Our youngest ordained member of Chapter is in their 

twenties and our oldest, in their nineties.  Redbridge Deanery encompasses most traditions of the 

Church of England, and our churches have a good record of working together and supporting each 

other despite our occasional differences.  The deanery also has a good rate of parish share payment 

and it is one of the largest annual contributors to Chelmsford Diocese’s share collection.   

We have Chapter meetings four times a year, plus a social event in the summer, whilst Deanery 

Synod meets three times a year.  All clergy are encouraged to take an active role in the deanery.  

Smaller, informal groupings of clergy or parishes, exist to offer each other mutual assistance and new 

incumbents can be assured of a warm welcome from their colleagues, as well as support should they 

need it. 

Statistics suggest Redbridge to be a religious borough.  It is true that people here are used to seeing 

those of faith, albeit from a range of faiths, openly displaying their devotion to God.  Faith is taken 

seriously here and although the Church of England may not be the majority religion in much of the 

borough, opportunities abound for the work of God to prosper.   

I hope you will consider applying for this post within our deanery.  Please do not hesitate to contact 

me, should you have any questions whatsoever.   

Yours, 

 

 

 

Revd James Gilder, 

Area Dean of Redbridge 

jbgilder@hotmail.com 
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St George’s dates from 1931-32 and was designed by Sir Charles Nicholson.  It occupies 
a strategic location, close to Gants Hill underground station and central to the London 
Borough of Redbridge. 

In recent years, the church has had a very small but loyal worshipping community.  
Sunday attendance averages just 10 people, and there are 4 people on the PCC. 

At the 2025 APCM, the Electoral Roll was 7 people.  This gives the parish one seat on 
Deanery Synod. 

Following the resignation and retirement of the previous incumbent in June 2025, the 
parish seeks a new minister.  It is recognised that, if the church is to remain open, 
change and growth will be required.  It is likely that any priest appointed to the parish 
will be licensed as an Interim Minister whilst it is discerned whether there is a viable 
future for the church. 



The Bishop and Archdeacon have requested that the church come into the “Minster” 
Mission and Ministry Unit (MMU), which is centred on the parish of All Saints’ Woodford 
Wells.  All Saints’ would take a leading role in supporting the new incumbent in the work 
of renewal and revitalisation of mission. 

 

 

Parish Boundary of St George’s Barkingside (orange lines) 

 

 

LOCATION: 

St George's Church 

Woodford Avenue 

Ilford, IG2 6XQ 

 

St George's is at the junction of Woodford Avenue and Gantshill Crescent, just 5 mins 
walk from the centre of Gants Hill and Gants Hill underground station (Central Line). At 
subway exit 2, turn left and go straight up the stairs. At street level see the church and 
its green roof on the same side of the road ahead of you.  



 

Buses 123, 179 and 462 stop in Woodford Avenue very near the church. 128, 150, 296 
and 66 stop at Gants Hill.  

The entrance to the car park is the top of Gantshill Crescent.  

 

POPULATION DATA: 

The specific population data for the parish of St George's, Barkingside, is not publicly 
available as statistics are typically recorded by the local government ward.  

The population for the broader Barkingside electoral ward was 15,325 
residents according to the 2021 census data.  

General demographic information for the Barkingside ward indicates: 

• A diverse community with significant South Asian and Jewish populations. 

• A total of 4,895 households with an average size of 3.1 people. 

• A population density of approximately 9,403 people per square kilometre 

 

PERSON SPECIFICATION: 

The successful candidate will demonstrate a strong commitment to mission and will 
not be daunted by the challenge of revitalising the mission and ministry of St Georges. 

They must be willing to work closely with the team at All Saints’ Woodford Wells and – 
whilst the revitalisation of St George’s proceeds – would be expected to share in much 
of All Saints’ worship, staff meetings, and other activities.  This would require them to be 
in sympathy with the vision and values of All Saints’ (mission-minded, biblically based, 
open to the Holy Spirit, theologically conservative). 

This will require a person of faith, who has great confidence in God and the gospel.  They 
must be resilient and determined.  They must be self-motivated, willing to lead by 
example, and always seeking to build the worshipping community.  They will be able to 
disciple people, building on the gifts of the existing congregation and developing new 
leaders to share and extend the work. 

Both church and hall need attention.  The hall is not currently usable, but the upper hall 
has been renovated by the Life Interchange Christian Centre, who use it on Sundays. 

Congregational giving increased in 2024 from £16,700 to £18,433 per year.  However, the 
church only managed to pay £4,861 of the £58,336 parish share assessment. 



 

SERVICES: 

 

 

 

Sundays: 

We invite you to share our Sunday life with God, loving God, neighbour and self.  
Everyone is welcome and we especially welcome newcomers and children of all kinds 

9.30am Eucharist (great thanksgiving to God): meeting Jesus in the Good News, the 
breaking of bread and his people 

After service: friendship, light refreshments, table tennis, snooker, relax 

 

Midweek services:   

Morning and Evening Prayer were said Sunday to Friday by the previous incumbent.  In 
the interregnum, Evening Prayer is being said once a week (usually Tuesdays 7.30pm). 

 



 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION: 

Church Code: 608148 

Archdeaconry: WEST HAM 

Deanery: REDBRIDGE 

Benefice ID: 08-020J 

Diocese: Chelmsford 

 

  



THE VICARAGE: 

 

 

 

The vicarage is extremely large, set in a sizeable area of land, adjacent to the church.  It 
does however need significant work. 

                






















